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To my Beloved Pariſhioners, the 
Inhabitants of St. Mary le 
| Strand, and the Precin& of 
the Savoy. 


Hough T intend you a larger 
Treatiſe upon the Sacra-- 
ment of the Lords Supper, 


by the Name and. Title of 
The CRUCIFIED JESUS:: 
Tet T was willing to let theſe DireAt- 
ons come forth, to prepare your Hearts 
for thoſe larger Meditations; not 
but that there are Books enough al- 
ready writ upon this Subjeft, and by 
abler Pens too: But you having for 
ſome years paft known my Converſati-- 
on, my 7 emper, my Exbertations, and 
my manner of Speaking, and Writing : 
I thought ſomethins of this Nature 
| might be more uſeful to you, than other 
| more elaborate Lucubrations, \ There 
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The Epiſtle 


that the generality of you, both young 
and old, either have not, er will not 
have, right Apprehenſtons of that Chri- 
Stian Religion you profeſs ; ſome be- 
ing apt to place it in a careleſs, cuſtc- 


in leavint a few motorions Sins ; O- 
thers in ſaying their Prayers ; Others 
in doins no body wrons ; Others again 
in having good Deſires, and prous [us 
clinations. Al which Opinions arc 
Notorions Miſtakes of the Nature and 
Temper of Chriſtianity, which imports 
a change of Nature , Diſpoſition, and 
acting, contrary to the Fumours, Paſ- 
frous, Manners, Cuſtoms, and Deport- 
ment of the World : And this is it'I 
Wnuſt ſee, and perceive in you, before 
T can conclude, that my Pains and 
Labours among you have not been in 
Varn, 

Brethren, My Hearts Defhre and 


Prayer to God for you, is, That you 


/ 


no Compliment, no form of Speech, no 
OE: = Words 
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is nothing I am 'more afraid of, tha? 


mary Belief of the Dottrine- : Some 


may be ſaved. I will aſſure you thas is 


j 
; 
J 
1 


;  Dedicatory. 


| Words in courſe ; but the ardent Wiſh 
of my Soul , and my fervent Prayers 
Day -and Night : This is the Defire of 
, my . Soul in private, and in publick : 

. | for this I fill my Mouth with Argu- 
. | ments to that God who heareth Pray- 
, | ers, even then when you do not think 
. | of me: For this I ſludy and take pains, 
- | and am willing to ſpend my ſelf, and »9 
, || te ſpent ; and Your Salvation is the 
. | zreat 0ljed of my Care For this F1d 
» | / venture your Anger, aud careſs yur 
/ | Love : For this End I walk Bblam-leſs 
s | among you, and am teader of your ;Vel- 
/ || fare : For this End I reprove, and ex- 
- | hort, and intreat you, and run, aud 
6 ſpend my Breath, aud all, that You may 
7 | be javed. 

2 T am not ignorant of the Devil's 
1 | Devices; I am Jenſtble of tre Nature 
1 | of Sin how apt it is to deceive you ; and 
though I am not with you in all 'pla- 


4 || ces, I ſpeby the effefts, how the Ezemy 
u || of your Souls deals with you, and what 
| will be the iſſue of a careleſs "Life. 1 
of Fr the Shrieks of the Damn 1 In 
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Hell, and would fain keep you from that 
dangerous Gulph. IT ſee you ſtand upon 
the Brink .of - Deflruttion , and cannot 
forbear calling to you, O, do your 
ſelves no harm ! The greateſt Kindneſs 
you can do me, the greateſt Gratitude 
you can expreſs, the greateſt Civility 
and Reſpect You Can ſhew me, is to do 
according ro” the wholſome Counſels 1 do 
give you : Whatever Conſtruttions ſome 
of you may put upon theſe Adjurations, 
ihe Searcher of all Hearts knows this 
to be txue, That Twill rejoice in nothing 
fo much as in your Obedience to the 
Goſpel. 
I would fain rejoice with you in the 
Great Day of the Lord Jeſus : I would 
fain ſee you Glorious Saints 'in the 


Everlaſting Manſions : I would fain 


I ſee you ſhine as Stars in the Firma- 


ment of Heaven : I would ſee you tri- 
umph with Angels, fing with Cheru- 
bims, and join the Celeſtial Choir in 
Eternal Praiſes. Think what a dif- 
mal Sight it will be in that Day toſee 
Some of you weeping and howling a 
The 
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Dedicatory:- — 8 ol 
the burning I*ake that mirht have ' 


feaſted with the Son of . God, in hs 


Father's Kingdow. We. that meet to- 
gether in the Church Militant here, 
What a happy, What a glorious Sight © 
would it be, to meet all in the .Church 
Triumphant, when theſe. Bodies do drop 
from us / ge 2s 

It is no ſma{{ Grief to me, to: ſee - 
ſome of you who have - lived for ſome 
Tears under my Miniſtry, given to the 
ſame Sins and inordinate «Defires, as . 
Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Lying, Cheating, 
Diſſembling, Malice, Wrath Hatred, 
Paſſion, Careleſneſs, and neglef of the 
Lord's Supper, uareling, fooliſh Jes - 
fling, filthy Talk, Frothineſs, Pride, Un- 
cleanneſs, &c. they were formerly ena . 
moured with : Certainly this muſt be an 
Argument againſt you in that Day, when \» 
God ſhall judge the Secrets of Men 
by the Everlaſting Goſpel. O let's not 
be ford to complain. of you , that : 
we would have healed you, and you 


would not be healed. To this End I be- 
ſeech you. | | 
A 5 7 # 2 


The Epiſtle 

T1. Tomake the Rules in the follow- 
ing Treatiſe familiar to you, There 1s 
nothing in it, but what you'll find ex- 
 atlly agreeable to that Word, on which}. 
you build your Faith, By making them 
familiar to you, I do not only mean get- 

«ting them by Heart, but applying your 
ſelves to' the ſerious practice of them, 
till you get a Habit of thoſe Virtues. 4 
Single Att now and then, when you are 
za a Religious Flumour, will do no good ; 
but you muſt Iabour at them ſo long, till 
they come to be incorporated with your 
Spirits, and minzle with your Complexi- 
on, and Conſtitution. 

2. To oblige your Children, and 
Servants to learn theſe Rules without 
Book, and to admoniſh them to rry 
and ſee, whether they obſerve them 1n 

| their Behaviour and Converſation ; to 
ask them often, Whether their Actions 
are agreeable to theſe Rules, and whether 
they are not afraid of loſing God s fa- 
vor , by neglefting fo great Salvati- 
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Dedicatory. 
But then you muſt - ſhew them a 
s | good Example; for. all your Exhor- 
- | tations will be but Wind, while you. 
| do not expreſs the poſſiblity of - li- 
2 | wing up to theſe Rules in your own 
- | Lives. i Tour Example will make 
r | theſe Chriſtian Virtues amiable, and 
;, | your Prattice muſt ſhew, that you be- 
lieve them neceſſary. And OK! how 
c | comfortable will it be upon your Death- 
'.Þ beds, and what Joy will this Teſtimo- 
1} ny of your Conſcience cauſe, that in 
r | Godly Simplicity and Sincerity, not 
j- | according to fleſhly Wiſdom , but ac- 
cording to' the Grace of God, you 
d | have had your Converſation in the 
t | World > God will love you, even he, 
ry | whoſe Loving-kindneſs 1s better than 
nk Life it ſelf : His Love will cloſe your 
to Eyes - His Love will whiſper the 
1s | glad Tidings of Happineſs in your 
er Ears - His Love will be your 
a-| Guide through the Shadow and Vat- 
j | ley of Death; and this Love will 
ſee you ſafe within the Gates of 
CAE y 
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-- The Epiſtle, &c. 
a bleſſed Eternity. Which Love, that 


it may become your Portion and Inhe- 
ritance, is, and ſhall be, the hearty 
Wiſh and Prayer of © 


4 —_ 


] 
RourFaithful Friend and 
Miniſter in Chri/t Jeſus. 
£ 
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THE. 
TRUE NATURE 
OF THE 
Chriſtian Religion, 

-" I& 


| Dialogue betwixt a Chriſtian and 
his own Conſcience. 


' Conſcience. 


Ouze, Rouze, thy ſelf, and 
awake, thou flumbring Sinner, 
and think, what that Religi- 


on means, thou doſt profels; 
and tell me ingeniouſly what it 1s to be 
a Chriſtian ? | 

Chriſtian. It is not only to profeſs the Þ 
. Doctrine of Feſus Chriſt, but alſo to live, 
as He lived; to have the fame Mg and - 
piric 
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- The ire Nature of the 
Spirit.in me, that was in him: to a up- 
. on the great Principle of an unſeen ever- 
laſting Glory, and to neglect all things, 
rather than the Salvation of my immor- 
tal Soul, Fobn. 15. 1o. Phil. 2. 5. Matt. 16- 
26. Heb. 12.7, 2. 

Conſc. Haſt thou a Soul, that's in a pol- 
ſibility of being eicher Eternally Happy, 
or Eternally-miſerable ? 

Chriſt, I have; for my Soul certainly is 
not of the ſame nature with my body, but 
15 a Spirituai Subſtance, Rational and In- 
telligent as Angels are, and therefore In- 
' corruptible ; and ſignally differs from 
Beaſts, being capable of obeying and dil- 
obeying God, Hatth. 10. 28. Pſal. 32. 9. 
Rev. 22.8, 9. Iſa. 1. 19, 20. 

Conſc, What if thy Soul be capable of 
obeying. and difobeying God, doth that 
make-it either Happy or Miſerable ? 

Chriſt. Yes, certainly :-For to the Obe- 
dient, God hath faithfully promiſed Ecer- 
nal Life, and Glory, when they leave this 
World ; and to the:Difſobedient he hath 
peremptorily - threacned everlaſting ' An- 
guiſh and Torment, Rom, 2. 6, 7, 8. 
Heb.5. 9. 2 Theſ]. 1. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10: 

- Conſe. What muſt thou then do to be 

| 2 Lf 1. 


; © *Ebrift, I miſt neceſſacily obey the Pre- 
Mt | -Cepts 
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Chriſtian Religion. ' 3 _ 
cepts and Commands of my Lord and 
Maſter, and Saviour Chriſt Feſws,, which 
he hath delivered, and enjoyn'd either 
with his own Mouth; or by his Ron 
y_ 14. 15,-2t. Folm 15- 14: 1 Theſſ. 


"Conſe What Precepts are thoſe thou art 
bound to obey in order to be faved ? 

Chriſt. x. I muſt neceſſarily curb mine 
Anger and Paſlion, and be very. meek to 


all Men in my Speeches, Anſwers, and 7 | 
Actions ; gentle and not much xk Mey 


under any Aﬀeront, or Injury doneto my 
Perfon 3 or when any thing is faid, or” 
done which diſpleafeth mez and be ready 
to forgive and forget all Injuries. 

I muſt not revile when I am reviled; 
nor give ill Language to them that re- 
proach me, nor revenge my ſelf when it 
lies in my power; nor call Men Fools, 
and Rogues, upon trivial occafions. 

I muſt ſo far love mine Enemies, as to 
do good to them that hate me, it they 
cither defire or want it 3 Bleſs them that 
curſe me, and pray for them that uſe*nie 
ill, Matt. 5. 22, 44+ Titus. 3: 2. Kew: 12, 
17,19. 1 Pet. 2. 21, 23. 


2. [muſt be very humble;'and have ow . if 
' and mean Thoughts'of my felf, and/ofniy 


Worth, Knowledge, Fortune Dignity, 
| | Riches, 


" 4 The true Nature of the 


Riches, Means, and Condition in the 
World. | | wt | vE 

I muſt, when I addreſs my ſelf to God | %<5 
in Prayer or Praiſes, be very vile and 
 bafe in my own fight, and be aſhamed to an! 
lift up my Eyes and Hands to God. m_ 

I muſt efteem other Men, in whom TI Pe 
ſee any Goodneſs better than my ſelf. es 

I muſt not commend my ſelf, nor take 
it ill, if other people do not; nor be F 
fond of Worldly Reſpe& and. Honour, || "* 
| . but muſt be civil, courteous, and obli- 


ging even to the Meaneſt and Pooreſt ; wo 
| and regard the Honour that comes of God, by 


- more than. the Honour which comes of 
Men. Matth. 11. 29. Mark,1o. 15. Fobn " 
5. 44. Gal. 5. 26. 2 Sam. 6. 22. 


3. I muſt be kind and tender-hearted, 
and compaſlionate, and love to do good 
to my Neighbour, either by good Advice, 
and Counſel; or Reproof, if he go on 
in any known Sin ; or by my Means, and 
Money-and Goods, if he be in want ; or. 
by my Labour and Induſtery, if I can do 
no more according as my Ability, and his 
Neceflicy require: Andif I know none, 
I muſt ſeek out Objeas, upon whom, and 
to whom I may do good, Gal.. 6. 6, 9, 10. 
2 Tom. 1. 17. 
= 5-- 


Ee oo as a. So I. 


my Thoughts, 


| 


, 4. 1 muſt ſhun all foreſeen and known 
occaſions of Evil, 

Tf by Iooking on a Man or Woman, 
iny diſhoneſt Luſt, or Deſire, riſe in 
me, I muſt cruſh it, and look upon that 
Perſon no more : I muſt not go into com- 
pany, where E am ſenſible 1 ſhall be tempe- 
ed, and drawn into Sin; whether it 
Drunkennefs, or Swearing, or Paflion, or 
frothy, or filthy Talk, or the like. 

I muſt not teuch any thing, that would 
raile any inordinate Appetite in me3 and 
muſt forbear gaudy Cloathing, and other 


external Ornaments, if they prove temp- - 


cations to Pride and Loftineſs, and Vanity 
of Spirit, Matth. 5. 28, 29, 30. 1 Tim, 2. 
9. 2 Fe. $3. 1:6 


$5. I muſt labour to be very patient: 


under any temporal Afitions, whether 


Sickneſs or Loſſes, or other Croſles and. 


Diſappointmentsz and neither murmur, 
nor repine, becauſs God my Heavenly 
Father ſends it, and hath promiſed, That 
if I laug Him, to turn all theſe Troubles 
unto my unſpeakable Good ; and deſigns 
an infinite recompence in Heaven, for my 
hy ac Fam. 5. 7. Rom. 8. 28, Heb, 12. 
1» ©, 9. 

6. I muſt ſtudy great Simplicity in 
ords, Adions, Garb, 
Cloaths, 
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6 The true Nature of the 


Cloaths, Furniture, Houſes, Meat, DrinkÞan! 
and the like, and avoid all things that mayſ. ! 
puts op to my progreſs in a Spiritualſ 9 
ife, and particularly all ſuch Recreati-Fiot 
ons, as may dull and damp good thingsÞoc 
in me, or bring upon me an averſjonſ$h9 
irom'that Goodneſs and Simplicity, which 
was in Chrift ani his Apoſtles, and the Pri- Jicos 
- mitive Chriſtians, 2 Cor. 1. 12. Matth. 10. | 
16, Phil, 2. 15.” 1 Theff. 5. 22. lie 
7. I muſt, in all places wherever I am, I»! 
watch over my thoughts and Speeches, or 
2nd Expreflions, and Actions, becauſe God I E/ 
hears, and ſees me, and is every where | 2” 
pitſent; and take heed that neither any 
. Temporal Profit, nor Pleaſure, nor che I VC 
Favour of Men, make me fay, or do, or | v 
comply with any thing that is Sinful, and I} c: 
I faſpe&'to'be fo, P/alm 139. 1, 2, 2,4 "0 
- Matth. 12. 36. Col. 4. 6. 1 Thefſ. 4. 4, 1! 
"2. 0. - Mr 5. 39. p 
8. | muſt n>tuſe Equivocations, or men- || / 
tal Reſe: vations, when I ſpeak, or take an || a 
Oath, or promiſe any thing, or mike a ff 5 
Bargain; or tell a Lye, witringly or wil- 
| fully, though I «:1ghe gain all che Riches || | 
| 


of the Woild, or could fave my Life by 
itz Bur ſpeak che Truth, whenever I 
\, think fir to-ſpeak, or give an Anſwer, ler 
the inconvenience be what it will, - the 
' dane 


Chriſtian Religion. 7 
inkÞanger never ſo great, Epbeſ. 4. 28. 1 Per. 
naypg. 15. 
tual 9. T muſt take ſpecial notice of the va- 
ati-Fious Dealings of God with- my Soul and 
ngsBody, ' and praiſe, and admire him for 
onfhoſe” Providences, whether Spiritual or 
chiTemporal, as many as come within my- 
ri- $cognifſance. Is 
0. 1 muſt praiſe him when I riſe, when I 

liz down, whenT ſit up, when 1 walk, 
n, {when I eat or drink,or get any lawtul gain, 
s, for Men are kind and favourable to. me; 
dFE/. 5. 11, 12. P/al. 105. 5. Adatth, 6. 26, 
ef[27, 28. 1 Cer. 10, 3I+ 1 Theſſ.>5, 18. 
y | 210. I muſt do the ſame kindneiles, fa- 
2 | vours and ſervices to other Mgn, : which I 
r | would have other Men, who are in fuch 
| E circumſtances, do to me, and therefore I 
muſt be charitable, juſt, honeſt, faithful, 
ſincere in all my dealings with them, and 
put a good conſtruction on their doubtful 
Actions, becauſe I would have them be fo, 
and do foto me, Matth. 7. 12. 1 Cor. 13s 4, 
F, 6, 7. Rom. 13. 79, 8, 9. 5 
11, According-to the Conditian, Cal- 
ling, or Relation | am in, I muſt diſcharge 
my Duty belonging to that Calling,Condi- 
tion, or Relation, with very great conſci- 
entiouſneſs ; as a Servant I muſt be faith- 


ful and reſpeatful ro my Maſter or Mt 
| | , ftrels 


8 The true Nature if the | 

ſtreſs; as: a Son or Daughter very ten 
der of my Parents Welfare, Credit, anc 
Command ; as. a Subje&t, Obedient and 
Loyal t5 che King, and thoſe who are in 
Authority under him, in all lawful things; 
as a Member of a publick Church, care. 
ful to preſerve its Peace and Unity ;. as af 
Husband, or Wite, loving, kind, and 
amiable to my Yoke-fellowz and in the 
lawful Calling God hath placed me in, di- 


-  ligent and induſtrious. 1 Per..2. 13, 14, 


IS. Eph. 6. 1. 4,5. Col. 3. 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22. Col. 4. 1. Rom. 12. 11, 

12. I muſt delight to think of God, 
and delight to ſpeak of Spiritual things, 
and delight to do the will of God; and 
| delight in all theſe, and in other good 
' Works, more than in Gaudes, Pomp, Glo- 

ry, and Vanity of this preſent World. 
- I muſt uſe the World as if I uſed it nor, 
and be very indifferent whecher I have 
much of the Worlds Goods or no: And 
my chief aim and deſign muſt be to get a 
ſhare in- God's everlaſting Kingdom. 
Matth. 6. 33. 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30, 3i. ?/al. 
I12. 1. Pſ/al\139.17. Pfal. 119. 72... 

' Conſe. Why art thou obliged to do all 
this in order co Salvation ? I 

Chriſt. Partly, becauſe God, my. Sin || 


pream- Governour, expreſly Commands 
theſe : 


Chriſtian Religion, _ 9 
-Nreſe things to be done; partly, becauſe | 
Nternal Happineſs, is promiſed to none 
"Gat ſuch as in good earneſt apply them- 
s elves to the performance of them 3 part- 
"fy, becauſe infinite Glory is a thing ot that 
©Fonſequence, that it delbives theſe pains, 
F ind this excellent temper ; partly, becauſe 
he Love of God to me is fo great, that 
y can do no lefs in common gratitude. 
Batch. 5. 20. Matth. 19.17. Luke 13, 2. 
ÞÞ Cor. 5. 149 
> Conſe. What is,that mighty. Love of 
| od, that challenges ſuch Gratitude ? 
"| Chrit. When with the reſt of Mandkind 
j [ was loſt, and undone in my firſt Parents, 
; deprived of all Hopes of Mercy and Par- 

don and Salvation; the Eternal Son of 
" FGod to reſtore me to God's Favour, and 
o make me capable of Pardon, and Eter- 
nal Salvation, took my Nature upon him, 
became man, ſuffered and died for me ;- 
and having by his' Death, purchaſed this 
Pardon and Salvation for me, offers me 
theſe Mercies upon condition of obeying 
the aforeſaid Precepts, Jobn 3. 16. Rows, 
5. 17. 21. 2 Cor. F. 19. 
\ Con{c. But what if thou haſt not :dbey- 
4 thele Precepts of the Goſpel, , is there 
Ealy remedy or hopes to 1ecover the Fa- 
I your of God ? 

Chriſe. 


F- 


To The-true Nature of The 
- Chriſt. T muſt neceile: ily repent of my 
Diſobedience with all ſpced ; and make 
it my Buſineſs for che future, to live up 
to thoſe Rules, in deſpight of all com- 
mands and allurements trom Men to the 
Contrary : and upon this Repentance, in» 
cere Reſolution, and earneſt endeavours to 
obey them,, I may certainly hope for Par- 
don and Salvation, becauſe he. hath pro- 
miſed it, Matth, 11. 28, 29. Ef. 55. 7. 
Foel. 2. 12, 13, 14. 
Cone. But is it poſſible, doſt chou think, 
for any Man to obey, and live up to theſe 
Precepts? 


_, Chriſt. If it were not poflible for me to; 
obey them, I' cannot imagine why God- 


ſhould *peremtorily require it of me: 
And cherefore I may certainly fo far obey 


them, as not to act wittingly or wilfully, | 


or deliberatcly againſt them ; and fo per- 


form them, as ro make them the fecled 


Rule of my Thoughts, Dcſires, Words, 
and Acions, if 1: will but ufe' the means 
' God hath: preſcribed in order to this Holy 
Obedience, -Matth. 25. 26. 27. 1 Cor, 10. 
13. I Fobn 5. 3. | | 
'Conſc, What are thoſe means where- 
by this Holy Obedience may be attain- 


Chrift. They are I 1zht, 1, Conſiderati-, 


On 


my. ſelf co a Habic of Obedienc:, Dex. 
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on and Thinking. 2. Earneſt Prayer tor 
the aflifttance of God's' Grace and-.Spirit. - 
1, Diligent Hearing and Reading the 
Word of God. 4. Asking Advice, - and 
confulcing with faithful” Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. 5. Self Examination. 6. A right 
apprehenſion of the Nature of God, and _ 
of Spiritual things. 9. Humbling the' Soul 
with faſting. 8. A conſcientious uſe of 
the Two Sacraments the Son of God 
hath inſtituted and ordained 

Conc. How is Conſideration and Think- 
ing to be managed ? 

Chriſt. i muſt ſeriouſly and frequently 
retire, and think with my ſelf, that fure- 


| ly God's promiſes and Threatnings: will be 


tulfilled ; ' that upon the moment-of my* 
death there depends Eternity ; ' and what 


| a {ad and forlorn condition I ſhould be in, 


ſhould Eternal Anguiſh ſeize on my Soul, 
when it . leaves this World ; and though- 


| God be patient, yet he will not be mock- 


ed; that there is no Soul in Hell at this 
time, but would beglad to'obey God," if 


they might be freed, and tried once more” 


here on Earth ; that a wark of that 'con- 
cern is not to be negleted for trifles 3 
that my Death is very uncertain, 'and a 
Death-bed is no- Place or time to bring 


32. 


— 
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"32. 29. Pſalm 90. 12. Pſalm 50. 22. 
Conſc. what is the nature of Prayer, 
and earneſt begging . for Grace and affi- 
-- ſtance of God*s Spirit? _ _ 

Chrif. I muſt take care that my Heart 
and Mind do pray as well as my Lips; 
I muſt be ſenſible of what Ipray for, and 
fix my thoughts upon God in Prayer, 
and earneltly long for his Grace and Mer- 
cy, and be imporeunate with him, pray 
often, and with fervour, like a perſon that 
am concerned at the -danger I am in; I 
mult watch againſt wandring Thoughts, 
or expel them when they come in 3 and 
my Soul muſt eſteem and prize the Grace 
of. God, and Afiftance of God's Spirit, 
above all *the advantages of the World, 
| andbereftleſs cill I get it, and take no- 
| . tice how God Hears and Anſwers m 

Prayers, Fob. 4. 24+. Pſal. 66. 18. Pal. 
63-. 1. Pſal. 16, 8. 

Conſe. What doſt thou mean, by dili- 
gent Hearing and Reading of the Word 
_ of God? | | 

Chrif. When I Read or Hear it, I muſt 
read and hear it with attention, and re- 
folution, to know God's Will, that I may 
do it ; Before I Read and Hear ir, 1 mult 
> of God to enlighten me, and to im- 


\ 


print thoſe good Leſſons I ſhall Hear or 
; Read 
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read, upon my Soul, and. ro make them 
effeual to.me ; I muſt apply che general 
Commands I read and hear, to mine own 
Soul ; and believe, that what God com- 
mands all Men, as Chriſtians and Believers, 
he commands me in particular. T muſt 
watch againſt worldly Thoughts in read- 
ing, and hearing, and remember, I do fin, 
if I do not mind whatlI read or hear,Luk.8. 
18. Mark. 4. 24. Fobn 5. 39. Pſal. 119. 18. 

Conſc. In what manner muſt thou ask 
_—_— of faithful Miniſters of the Go- 

el. | 
"Crip. I muſt gO to choſe who are very 
ſerious, or ſend for any of them, and ask 
them about the ſtate and condition of my 
Soul ; and what I muſt do to ſecure God's 
Favour; how I muſt go about che great 
Work of Salvation, and beg their Dire-. 
ion in performing the Will of God, and 
acquaint them how it is with me; what 
Temptarions [ am ſubjetto, and what 
Corruptions I am inclined co : And in- 
creat them to tell me, how to be rid of 
them, and oblige them to help me wich 


| their Prayers, and encourage me to a Vi» 


gorous puiſuit:of the everlaſting Riches 
and when I have done 1ſo,muſt follow their 
Advice and Counſel, As 16. 3o, 31, 32. 
Mark 10. 17. Phil. 3. 17. X 
fn] B Conſc. 


:'I4 The true Nature of the 
Conſc. And what is to be done with Self- 
* Examination ? | 
Chrif. I muſt frequently look into my 
' Thoughts, Words, and Actions, and ſee 
whether they are-agreeable to the Rules 
of the Goſpel : every nighe I muſt take 
an account of my felf, and conſider what 
I have been doing in the day time ; whe- 
ther I have not told a Lye, deceiv'd no 
Body, broke forth into no Paſſion, done 
Good, reſiſted Temptations , been often 
with God in Prayer, taken notice of God' 
Providences, ec. that where I have done 
amiſs, I may watch againſt ic the next 
day; and where I have done well, I may 
admire the goodneſs of God, and praiſe 
him for it, P/al. 4. 44 2 Cor. 13. 5. Lam. 
« 40. ns 
Con{c. What Apprehenſions muſt thou 
have of God and Spiricual things, 
Chriſt. I muſt believe, 
1. That God is a Spirit Omnipreſent 
Omniſcient, infinitely Good, and Wiſc 
and Holy, and Juſt, and will be a Re 
waider of them that diligently ſeek him; 
and puniſh che Diſobedienc eicher here 
or hereafter, or both here and hereafter, 
_Hcb. 11. 6. 2 Thef. 1.6, 7. Pſal. 58. 11, 
P/al. 50. 21. , Me \N 
2. That this God is our Supreme Ge S 
vernor 
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vernor, and hath revealed himſelf to be 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, or, our 
vil Creator, Redeemer and SanRifier ; and 
ef that there is ſeme reſemblance of theſe. 
es Three in One in, the Sun, in which is the 
refl Light, and Heat, ,and Beam, which Three 
ach make but one gun, | Fobn 5. 7. Matth. 25, 
e-& 19. 2 Cor 13 
10 q That op | Aankiod fell in Adam, he 
firſt Zan, and, by that Fall, moved God 
to withdraw his Love and Favour from 
2 them and that God the Son in commi- 
eff ſeration to our Nature, became . Man of 
xe the Virgin Mary, ſuffered and died ; and, 
by his Death, rendered God the Father, 
ſe or, rather, the whole Trinity, kind and 
| propitious to us, and willing to receive 
us into Favour, and to give -us Pardon, 
uy 2nd everlaſting Life, upon the Conditions 
of Repentance and unfeigned Obedience, 
and therefore juſtly called CH "2 
1th the anointed Saviour, Rom, 5, 8 » 9, 10, 
Gal. 4 4,5- Matth. 1. 21. 
p 4+ That the Scripture, where all this i 1s 
14 revealed, is the Word of God ; becauſe the 
" Men,who teſtifie of theſe chingsin Scripture | 
ri were'inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, and in 
14 confirmation ot ic, wrought true Miracles, 
; Miracles levelld againit che Power of 
oj Sin, Hmpotiblo co be done by human 
'B 3 ſtrengeh 
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ſtrength : The truth of which Miracles 
hath' been conveyed down to Poſterity, 


by multitudes of Eye- witneſſes, ad fro 
. them received by all Chriſtian Peopl« 
Heb. 2. 1,2, 3, 4. 
- $. That the Promiſes and Threatning! 
of the Goſpel will infallibly be fulfilled 
ſooner or later, becaule God cannot lye, 
Matt. 5. 17,18. Tit. 1.2. X | 

6, That our Soul is not our Breath, no 
our Blood; nor the Spirits of our Blood 
but a Spiritual Subſtance, able to live, anc 
a without this groſs Body we carry about 
us; and will immediately, upon leavirg 


this Body, be obliged to appear before 


God, and to. give him an account of it! 
good and evil Works; and according te 
the prevalency,or predominancy of either 
be made ſenſible ofthe Sentence of Abfo 
lution, or Concemnation, which ſhall bt 
more ſolemnly pronounced at the Da) 
of Judgment, Luke 16. 22, 23. 

7, Thatat the end of this World, ther 
will be a ſolemn day of Judgment, where 
in the Bodies of all Men ſhall riſe, anc 
be re united to. their Souls; and thei 


Thoughts, Words, and Actions b@;j 


bronght to light, and. judged, and Se 
rence ſolemnly pronounced 3 and t 
Good commanded to take poſleffion « 
ererna 
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eternal Joys, and the Bad to go into+«e- 
verlaſting Terments, 2 Cor. 5.10. Matth. 
£4% 31, 46. ES : 

8. That God requires no more of us, ' 


than we do af our Children and Servants, 
and that's Love; and that this, Love, af 


2M it be true and hearty, muſt neceſlarily 


diſcover it felf in Repentance and Sor- , 
row for offending him, and a ſincere en- 
deavour to pleaſe and obey him for the fu- 
ture,” Luke 6. 46. Malach. 1. 6. 

9. That though by Nature we are ge- 
nzrally more prone to Evil than to Good, 


fand bave a ſtronger Byaſs to Sin than 
T Righteouſneſs: yet God the Hbly Ghoſt, 
4 by his Power and Influences, will certainly 


a{liſt, 'and help us co abhor chat which is 
Evil, and to cleave to that which is good ; 
if fo be, that by earneſt Prayer, Faſting, 
and Medication, we long, and breath for 
his Help and Influences, Luke 11. 13. 

ro. That all the Service I offer to 
God, muſt be performed with my Mind, 


$ Will, and *AﬀeRions, or with my inward 


Man, and with *my Heart; and that 
without my Mind have the greateſt ſhare 
in the Service, it is inſignificant, and re- 
jeted by God, Prov. 23. 26. Maith. 22. 
37- | | 
11, That by believing in Scripture, 
B 


3 for' + -} 
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for the moſt pare is meant 'nothing but 


Oveying 3 and that he who obeys not the 
Precepts of the Goſpel, doth not believe 
that they are either Divine or neceſlary to 
be obeyed, 'or that the Goſpel is infallibly 
true, AGs 6.97. Heb. 11.24, 25, 26. 2 Theſſ. 
I.28, 

12. That that frame of Spirit which 
fics a Man for eternal Happineſs, is nei- 
ther a cuſtomary frequenting the Ordi- 
nances of God, nor fhunning the groſler 
Sins and Vices of the Age we live in; 
nor being Maſter of a ſingle Vireue; but 
a Spiritual Temper of Mind, which puts 
us upon doing all chat's neceſlary ' to be 
done in order to Salvation, Roz. 8. 5, 6, 
9, IO. | 

Conſe. What are the Rules to be obſery'd 
in humbling the Soul wich Faſting ? 

Chriſt. I muſt frequently, as often as my 
ſtrength will bear ic, give my ſelf co Faſting 
and Prayer 3 and on thoſe Faſts wreſtle 
with God for growth in Grace, and 
*Strength againſt thoſe Sins I am moſt 


prone and inclined to,and greater Courage | 


againſt Temptations. 

I muſt give Alms on that Day , for the 

refreſhing of ſome poor Member of Chrilt; 

and ſpend the Day in Supplications, and 

Contemplations of my Sins, and of che 
| Wrath 
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Wrath of God, I have'deſerved, and of 
God's Mercy to penitent Sinners in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and in Holy Reſolutions to be watch- 
ful over my Heart for the future, that 
may perforntthoſe Duties I have formerly 
negle&ted, and imicate Holy Men and Wo- 
men in their Vireuous Pradices, E/.58. 6,7: 
Matt. 6. 17,18. 1 Cor. 7. 5. 1 Cor. 9. 27. 

Conſc. Wherein doth the conſcientious 
Uſe of the Holy Sacraments confliſt ? 

Chriſt. In entertaining right and ſuitable 
Notions of the Nature of theſe Sacraments, 
and uſing them to thoſe Ends and Purpo- 
ſes for which they are deſigned, Rom. 6. 
3, 4. I Cor. 10, 3TI. 

Conſc. What Notions muſt thou enters 
tain about theſe Sacraments ? 

Chriſt, 1. That theſe Sacraments are 
of the Nature of ſolemn Vows and Pro- 
teſtations ; That I will be faithful co God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, by the affiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; or of the nature of Cove: 
nants, where God and Man do mutually 
engage themſelves one to another ; or or 


| the nature of outward viſible Signs, where- 


dy fome ſpiritual thing is repreſented, and + 
promiſed, and applied, and aſfuredly con- 
veyd, Rom. 4.11. Exad. 13.9, 1 Pet. 3. 

20. 31. I Cor. 10. 16, 19, | 


2. That theſe Sacraments.[are ordained . » 


B 4 and 
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and inſtituted. by the Son of God, my 


Saviour ; and that Baptiſm, and che Sup- 


per of the Lord, are all the. Sacraments, 
that are either given by Chrift to che 
Church, or need to be received by the 
Church of Chriſt, AMatrh. 28. 19. 1 Cor. 
II. 23. | 

3. That Baptiſm is a ſignificant Cere- 
mony, whereby Children, Men, and Wo 
men, are waſhed with Water 3 which 
Waſhing imports God's Pardon of * our 
Sins, and our Duty to keep our ſelves pure 
from Sin for the tuture 3 God promiſing 
the one; and we the other, 1 Per 3.21, 
Cor.6. 1h. -; 

4- That though Children can make no 
ſuch Promiſes, yer it's fit they ſhould be 
baptized becauſe they are part ot the Na- 
tions which Chriſt enjoyns, and orders to 


be baptized, and are Diſciples, and in the f 


Covenant of Grace: And it's enough, 
that other Perſons promiſe for them as 
their Guardians ; which Promiſe they are 
bound to perform, when they come to be 
of Age, 4&#: 2. 38. 39. 1 Cor. 7. 14. 


5. That the Bread and Vine ſet before | 


the Congregation. in the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, repreſents, or puts me 1n 
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mind of the crucified Body and Blood |} ; 


of Chriſt; or rather of the Benefits of 
O riſt Fr 
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Chriſt's Death, which are pardon of Sin 
and a right to eternal Bliſs : And more- 
over, aſſures me, that if I eat and drink 
in this Sacrament with unfeigned purpoſe 
of Mind, to make Conſcience of what- 
ever Chriſt commands me, that the Bene- 
fits of Chriſt's Death and Sufferings, viz. 
God's Pardon, and a right to everlaſting 
Glory, ſhall as verily be applied to me, 
and become one with my Soul, as the- 
Bread and Wine, which repreſent theſe - 
Benefits, become one with my Subſtance, 
I-Cor. 10. 16. 

6. That coming to the Lord's Sup- 
per, is the ſtrongeſt Engagement to a- 
Holy Life 3 becauſe I do there perſonally, 
freely, and ſolemnly, remember the Death 
of Chriſt, and that my Sins cauſed his 
Death, and do proteſt to allow my felf 


| no longer in them, but to imitate Chriſf 


Teſus in his Meekneſs, Patience, Humilicy, 
Charity, and Goodneſs, 1 Cor. 11. 24 
vs. - 

Conſc. How muſt theſe Sacraments be 


| uſed in order. to thy preſent and everlalt- 


ing Comfort ? 
Cbriſ#, 1, As to Baptiſm, I muſt be bap- 
tiz/d but once, becauſe thar. initiates ; 


| and admits me into the Fellowſhip of 


Chriſtians, and gives me a Right 'and 
B.5: Title - 
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Title co the ule of the means. of Grace ;' 
and this need to be done but once : All 
that 15 to be done after this, is to' keep a 
good Conſcience towards- God, and to- 
wards Man, in the uſe of thoſe Means, ac- 
cording to the Promiſe made for me when 
I was waſhed with Water, Eph. 4. 5. 

2. Astothe Supper of the Lord, that re- 
quires my Irequent coming; becauſe | 
ſtand in need of frequent renewing, not 
only of my Repentance,and Love to God, 
and Charity to my Neighbours; but of the 
Motives and entorcives to theſe Graces, 
whereof the remembrance of: the Love of 
God in the death of Chriſt, is the greateſt, 
and molt remarkable, x Cor. 11. 26. 
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Fire of the Altar : 
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[DIRECTIONS 


Concerning the | 
Worthy Receiving of the Lord's Supper. 1 | 


CHA P. LI 


| A Prepazatory Meditation to bring the - 


Mind into a ſerious Frame, 


4 Conſcience. 5 


S it not fit, O my Soul, thou ſhouldeſt* 

. pauſe a little on chy Redeemer's Death, 
betore thou goeſt to remember it with the. 
Congregation ?. There are thoſe Charms 


in that Death, which, it rightly . viewed, . 
valll.. 


3% The Fire of the Altar, 

will be” invincible Motives to thee to die 
to a ſinful Life, and to embrace the Holy 
Life of Jeſus. ED 

_ Shouldeſt not thou think ? Shouldeſt not 
thou cry ? : 


I. 
O, that T had Wings like a Dove, that 


I might fly away to Golgorbs, and behold 
the dreadful Spe&acle of God crucifigd 


for the. Sins of the Children of Men! A Ba 


mighty Myſtery this! To the Fews a 
Stumbling-blockyjand to the Greeks Foolifſh- 
neſs: What all the Fewiſh Rabbins could 
not ſee, what the greateſt Heathen Sages 
could not find out, that hath God reveal- 
ed. O God! thy Ways are not as our 
Ways, nor are thy Thoughts as our 


'” Thoughts. We entertain mean Appre- 


henſions of thee, ſuch as. our narrow 
Underſtandings yield 3 but thou loveſt to 
do all things contrary to the, meaſure 
we poor Mortals take. This hath been 
thy Method ever ſince thou haſt thought 
fic to plant a Church in the World! 
Thon did*ſt fend Let into Sodom , and, 
contrary to Men's Imagination, did'ſt pre- 


| $ ferve him from the infection of that 


beaftly Crew. In the midſt of an 1do- 
| trous 
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trous . Country :* Thou' didſt bid Elijab 
ſtand up, and declare thy Name to the 


beſotted 1/raelites : A place-where to own. 
the true God, was fatal , and to make 


Emention of thy Worſhip Herefie : Where 


no probabilicies of help appear, declareſt 


to profeſs the Faith, was counted madneſs, - 
and not to imitate the Luxury of the Age, 
a Crime unpardonable. Among the wick- -- 
ed Men of Anathorb, thou didft ſeparate 
Jeremiah for the Prophetick Office; and 
in the Land of Uz, crouded with Pagans 


[and-Infidels, gaveſt Fob a Heart to fear 


thy Providence. Out of Uz, the Metro- 
polis of -Chaldean Superſtition, thou did'ſt 
call the beloved Abrabam, and vouch- 
ſatedit to him the qpuntners 4 of thy Will, 
in a crooked and perverſe Generation. 


Thou didſt fill the baſhtul Moſes with Cou- 


rage to talk to Kings, and a timorous As» 
ron, by thy Order, c#n controul Atheiſts 
and Idolaters. Thou loveſt to 'create a 
beautiful World of nothing, and to call 
things that are, out of thoſe which donot 
appear. . Thou loveſt to do things which 
tous ſeem impoſiibilities,and when the Fig- 
tree doth not bloſſom, loveſt to produce 
moſt pleaſant Fruit. When Calamities are 
become dangerous and paſt Remedy, thou 
loveſt tro ſhew thy healing Hand; and when 


thy. 
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| . thou. wert. . Theſe impotent Wretches 


thy Power and Glory. 'Thou loveſtito- 
bring forch Grapes from Thorns, and Figs 
from Thiſtles; and out of a barren Sol 
or curſed Ground many times. letteſt the 
richeſt Spicesgrow. When all Mankind 
lay.in darkneſs, and was covered with the 
ſhadow of Death ; when Devils plaid” a- 
bout them, and the Furies-of the burning. 
Lake laid hold of them ; when the fiery 
Dragon was ready to devour them, and 
the old Serpent going to ſwallow up their 
Souls : Behold, chy Son appears from Hea- 
ven, frighes the Powers of Darkneſs, and 
all immediately fall down before him, and 
tremble. th 


IL | a 


Ah! My deareſt Jeſu! Meckeſt of E 
Kings, and fairer than all the Children 
of Men, I behold thee reigning and hang: 


ing on the Croſs! Reigning ; for in de- G 
ſpight of all the Reproaches of thine Ene- iſ .. 
mies, thou waſt ſtill the everlaſting King, 


and Saints and Angels bowed to thee ; 
when thy. Body, was torn, bruiſed , and 
wounded on the Tree, their Reproaches Þ , 

| Cou'd not. dethrone thee, their virulent FF ( 
' Tongues could not make thee leſs than q 


tnight 


\ 
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OJ night bark at the Sun, but could not e- 
lipſe its Glory. Thou couldeſt have de- 
ftroyed their Tongues, but wouldeſt not z 
and it wasa Royal AR not to puniſh them, 
when thot! hadſt the greateſt Provocations. 
O my Lord! I ſee: thee blotting out the 
Hand- writing which was againſt me ; How. 
Ered were the Characters ! How. bloody 
I Ewere the Lines ! Yet thy Blood makes them 

» fas White as-Snow. | 


ar HI. 


a © my Lord ! T hear thy Words ſharper 
than any eworedged Sword, and pier- 
cing, to the dividing aſunder of the Bones. 
and Marrow. : I hear thy Complaints, 

f which broke the Rocks, and ſhook the- 

''F Earth, and ſhall not my Heart be moved 

1F at chem ? for thee, the Son of God, to 

of out, My Scul « exceeding ſorrowful, even. * 

unto death ! Who can hear this? Who. , / 

"WE can think of it, and not ſtand confound- 

"FF cd! For Omnipotence to fink thus ! For 

infinite Perfetion to faint thus ! For. him 

that ſat on the Circle of the Earth, and 
before whom all. Nations. were: as- - 

Graſhoppers;z for him thus to ſwoon, 

thus ro weep , thus to mourn! Whar 

could be.the Reaſon ? O thou Prince of 
Peace! 


o 


as The Fire of the Alta, © 
; Peace ! for the Iniquity of thy - People 


thou ' waſt ftruck ; for the Sins of the! 
World, thou didft ſuffer Baniſhment, andf 
waſt - uſed as if thou hadfſt not beenf 


anointed with Oil, or been guilty of the 
Crimes thy Foes accuſed thee of. The 
Snares of Death did encompaſs thee, 
thy Friends forſook thee, -. and thy 
Heritage, like a Lion out of the Wood,did 
roar againſt thee: O my, Bowels, be ye 
troubled ac this remembrance ! O my 
flinty Heart, canſt thou ſee thy Lord, as 
it were crucified before :thine Eyes, and 
not break out into Floods of Tears! Q 

eſu! Thou cryeſt to thy Father, and he 

ears thee not ! He ſeems to be cruel to 
his Son, and deaf to thy Lamentations! 
The Windowsof Heaven ſeem to be ſhur, 
and a Veil to be drawn over all the Joys, 
and Comforts, and Confolations, that for- 
merly watered and enriched thy Soul ! 


| See/how dry, and barren, and barne up, 


' this precious Soul appears. No Showers 
from above come down, no Sun ſhines 
upon it ; the Stars of Heaven with-hold 
their Influence, and ſcarce an Angel will 
ſtir to thy Afiſtance. O thou who art 
all. Glorious within, and art thy ſelf the 


 - Glory of the Univerſe! Were my: Sins 


laid in a Balance, they would weigh hea- 
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ler than the Sand on the Sea" ſhore 3 and 


&hen, What need I wonder chat thou cry- 


ſt ſo loud under the heavy load ? For 
the Arrows of the Lord ſtick in thee, and . 
his Hand preſles thee ſore. | 


IV. 

O bleſſed Nazarite ! Whiter than Snow, 
brighter than the Sky, purer than the Sun; 
How is thy Face disfigured wich Grief ! 
How do thine Eyes languiſh ! How diſmal 
doſt thou appear ! Is-this the Face that was 
the Perfection of Beauty ? Is this the Face 
that was once the Deſire of all Nations ? 
Is this the Face, which ſo many Prophets 
and Righteous-Men have deſired to ſee ? 
Is this the Face that Abraham long'd to 
behold, and the Patriarchs were ambiti- 
ous to have a view of? Is this the Face, 
admired by Angels, and dreaded: by De- 
vils? What is the Beloved more chan 


another Beloved ? O chou faireſt among 


Women ! Is this the mighty Bridegroom 
of the Church, who was once transfigu- 
red on the Holy Mount, and his Face did 
ſhine as the Sun, and his Raiment became 
White as the Light? Is this he, whom 
God anointed with the Oil of- Gladnefs _ 


above his Fellows ; whoſe Garments ſmell 
of Myrrb, Alloes, and Caſſia ; and caſt ſuch 


A 
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= "M Scent, that the Daughter of Tyre came 
.with*a Gife, and the Rich among the Peoſ| 
ple entreated his Favour ? How is he al. 
- ter'd 1 How is his Countenance chang'd! 
| How is: the Gold become dim, and the 
fine Gold chang'd ! Yet ſtill thou art 
lovely to a Soul that ſees farther than the 
outſide. Still thou art a Cordial to faint- 
ing: Spirits : Scill thou art a Fountain of li-l 
 ving Waters : Still thou art the Joy of theſ 
whole Earth, 'the Light of Heaven, - and 
the Song of Siovy, My Thoughts O Lord, 
ſhall follow thee to the Croſs. "Methinks 
I ſee, how thou art going to die ; thou 
lookeſt back on thine-Enemies, and, not- 
withſtanding all' their Affronts, offereſt 
them Mercy. -O incomprehenſible Good- 
neſs! Even then, when thou art lifted up 
to the infamous Tree, thou draweſt and 
inviteſt all Men to” thee, thou preacheſt 
on the Croſs, and thy very Wounds are 
Sermons to the Children of Men 3 and thy 
Blood trickling down, is an exhortation to 
Repentance.. Surely it is good: for mg to 
adhere unto thee, and to eount it death to 
be ſeparated from thee, x 


At ; -' Es ae <>] ' ap " h EEO _ 
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_ 


"TS 
0 © whither ſhall I go but to,thes, 'who- -- | 
met che Words of eternal Life ! Thou art . - 
atEiy Sun, by thee I ſhall be enlightened, by 
theF:e my Soul ſhall be warmed+4-O, how : 
Fomfortable are thy Beams! Whata pro: 
li preſs muſt that Soul make, on which thou 
ineſt, and darteſt thy Glorious Rayes ! 
hou art that lofry Cedar, whoſe Boughs + 
pyerſpread the believing World ! 


Jl VL 
fo x 
ry | Under the: ſhadow of that Free will I 


reſt : Ic is for the healing of the Nations. 

P'BI will be glad in the Lord, and rejoyce in 
dBny bleeding Jeſus. While the World 

t deſpiſes thee, I will honour thee 3 while + 
* Boreat Men paſs by, and regard thee not, 
'F1, that am poor and needy, will wait to 

| be refreſhed by thee ! 


VII. 


Go, ye Fools ! Be enamour'd with 
your Trifles, admire your Butterflies, 
doat-on 'your ſenſual Pleaſures : Here 
Is one that looks charming in his Tears, 
5 EP lovely. 


> 
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Jovely in his Blood, amiable itt his Wound; 
and is more beautiful in the midſt of all 
his Diſtrefſes, than the biighceſt Virgin 


Face, adorned with all the gtittering Tres 
ſures of the Eff. 


VIII. 


O my Strength .! By thee I defire to 
be comforted and ſupported. O, anointÞ>* 
my Eyes with thy Sovereign Eye-ſalve, 

d I ſhall ſee and live. O, that-theſſB 
glouds which dwell on my Underſtand: 
ing, were diſperſed, that I might look 
upon thee ſtedfaſtly ! O, then thou. wouldſt 
appear more lovely to me on the Croſy 
' thanCre/w in his Throne, or Solomon in 
his Glory !'God forbid that I ſhould glory 
In any thing, ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt, 
» In this lie hid vaſt Treaſures of Sweetnef; ! 
O, my Jeſus / Make me conformable to 
thy Death, and give me leave to carcy-thy 
Marks in my Body : Let me be cruci-ſ 
fied wich thee ; and let Chriſt for ever live 
in me. 


I% 
Canſt thou live in a Soul that hath 


abuſed chy Mercy, lighted thy Pargney 
| an 
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* ajfknd ſo: often baffled the Stratagems of 


oingthy Compaſlion ? I believe, Lord! O 
reahelp my Unbelief. Thou cameſt-co call, 


Int 
've, 


ot the Righteous, -but Sinners to Repen- 
ance. O then my Husband will love 
e, my Redeemer will come. and live 
with me ; for my Repentings are kindled, 
toffll hate che Sins that have defiled my 
Soul | Away, ,ye Swine! Here Devils 
muſt not come. I am to receive my 


the Bridegroom into my- Heart. Come, 
1d Lord Jeſu, come quickly ! "Thou art the 
okff welcomeſt Gueſt 1 know ! How happy 
40 ſha)l I be,if chou wilt lodge in this earthly 
fs Tabernacle! Happier, tban if all the An- 


gels of Heaven took up their Habication 


P, here ! 


Y | X. 


— 


yl Oye beſotted Fews, What makes you 


run ſo faſt to kill che Lord of Life?_Ye 


ef cannot live without him, and what evil 


S>iric doth poſleſs you, to kill and murther 
him '? Can you think of his Miracles, and 
do fo? Can you reflect upon his Do- 
&rine, and attempt ſuch Villanies ? Can 


1 you remember, how he taught you in the 
8 Temple, even io aſtoniſhment, and ven- 
{J.cure on ſuch Proceedings? Can 'you call 


[0 
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, _ 


to mind how he hath purged your Cour 
try of Devils, and your Sick of their Diff, 
eaſes, and ſuffer the Devil to enter int 


Fs Mc 
XI. | 


O dreadful Spetacle ! O that my Hea 
were Water! What ſhall I do to hb 
clean ? O chou that art purer than th 
Lillies, purge me with Hyflop , and 
] ſhall be clean; waſh me, and m 
Filchineſs ſhall not be ſeen! O, bath; 
me in the Fountain opened for the Houſg 
of Judah and Feruſalem, and I ſhall lookffy, 
fairer than the Children, which fed on the 
Meat of the King of Babylon's Table. 0 
my God, I chirſt for thee, as dry Land 
after Water, My Soul flies and flutcer 
about, like Noah's Dove, and can find no 
Reſt till ic gets into the Ark. © Great Gat 
of Mercy, open to me ;z hide me from the 
Wrath of an offended God, and make 
Covenane of Peace with me. Ah! Who 
would not love thee, that hears thee pray 
. for thy greateſt Enemies ! 


—_ hs : 


O lovely Fridegroom of my Soul! 


wound 


Out 
Di 
Int 
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round my Heart, that ie may be Sick 
of Love. How kind art thou, even to 
hy moſt hardhearted Foes. ! What a 
Motive is this to love thee! What need- 


Feſt thou care what becomes of ſtubborn 


Sinners! Why ſhouldſt thou trouble thy 
ſelf about Wretches, that will have none 


S of thee, that will have their Dirt and 
LDung, and Traſh, and Husks, and prefer 
Jtheſe Trifles before Heaven, and a Sea 


of Glory.? thou canſt live without the 
Society of. Men: at leaſt thou need'ſt no 
ſuch Company : Yet thou longeſt for 
their Pardon and Happineſs, as if they 
had been thy greateſt Friends Was 


"Fever Goodneſs like this? O that my 


Thoughts and Contemplations might be 
always buſie about this Love | This is no 
vulgar Love, the Love of David to 


"j 7onathan ; the Love of Facob to Rachel ; 


F. but ſtill chy Love, my dzareſt Lord, 


the Love of Brethren, Siſters, Friends, 

reſemblance here ! Msſes his 
Love to the Iſraelites, for whole ſake, and 
lo.they might bue continue in God's'Fa- 
vour, he was content to be blotted out of 
God's Book ; and St. Paul's Wiſh to be 
even accurſed of Chrilt, for his Kinſmen 
of the Jzwilh Nation ; Theſe Demonſtra-- 
tions of Love come ſomewhat nearer 4 


fur- 
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ſurpaſſes all-cheſe, as the lighe of the Sui 


doth- that of the Moon, and the leſs 
'Stars. They borrow'd their. Love. fron 


thine, and lighted their Candle by thy 
brighter Fire ; that which was exceſs off 
Love in them, was but a Spark of that 


Charicy , which overſpread thy Iargaſþw 


Soul. 


/ 


XII. 


They did but wiſh to die for che Peo 
ple : Thou didſt actually expire for thei 
good Their Love was confined to a fin 
gle Nation; thine extended to the whok 


World : Theſe Men were ſtill their Friends 


that they wiſh'd to be miſerable for 3 but 


thoſe thou, ſuffereſt for, were thine 
Enemies : Their Love had great Defeai 


mingled wich ic ; burtthine was pure and 


ſpotleſs : Theirs had- Clouds and Miſt 
to darken it; thine was all Lighe aadF 


ar 


Glory : "heirs was a ſudden Tranſport, 


thine was conſtant to a Miracle, and thoſe 
whom thou lovedſt, chou lovedit unto che 
end. ; 


XIV 


which might not laft .many Days ; but Þ* 
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Ut 
Ter XIV. 
on | n 
bil Great Emperor of | Souls! Thou 
 offbanged(t betwixt Thieves, and not with- 
nafflout reaſon; for thou ſtealeſt the Heare 
away. \ hat Heart can ſee thy Beauty, 
nd forbear being enamour'd with it ? 
hou doſt raviſh my. Soul wich thine 
Eyes of pity. . To.ſee thee caſt a favou- 
Sable look on fuch a Monſter as I am; who 
offcan forbear falling in love with fo much 
arfClemency ? T am a Captive in chis World. 
nfſhe Law of my Members make me Cap- 
effkive to the Law of Sin: O, take me by 
1sMorce from- that Priſon! O, ſet me as a 
ical upon thy Heart! Rule thou in my 
neſÞMembers, ere a Trophy over my Head, 
Q:Fnd rejoice in conquering me, O ler me 
de content to undergo the: Crols, and re- 
tWproach wich thee ! that thou mayeſt re- 
4 Fmember me now thou art in thy Kingdom! 
6 remember. me wich the Favour thou 
x (careſt unto thy People 


le ; | 
P | XV. 


O my Jeſus! Who can hear thee cry, 
thirſt, and not wilh forRivers of Tears ? 
7 Bhat canſt chou chirſt for, bur the Sal- 
C 'Vation 
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vation of Mankind 2 Thou cameſt foffter 
that purpoſe from Heaven ; left't thoſgi® 
brighter Manlions to invite poor Sinner O 
to the mighty Banquet there. For thi Ih 
thou didſt travel up and down, and enf{\" 
-dureſt Cold and Hunger, and Wear m_w_ 
neſs, for this thou wroughteſt Miracles! 
for this thou didſt entreat, rebuke, preadi®” 
the Word in ſeaſon, and out of. ſeafon th: 
for this thou could'ſt be content to wanfſl © 
a place where to lay thy Head ; for thi" 
thou - tanghteſt daily in the/ Temple WY 
fometimes on the Mount, ſometimes in YN: 
Ship, ſometimes in a Deſart ; for this chyſM! 
Soul did long ; for this chou ſuffered'ſt 
for this thou waſt buffeted, beaten, brui 
ed and wounded; even becauſe tho 
would ft not give over -calling poor d« 
laded Sinners to a_ ſenſe of their Duty 
4or'this thou thirſtedſt here ; the ruds 
Multitude fancies, it is. either Water of 
{ome Cordial chou wiſheſt for ; The 
meafſtire thy Cordition by their own ſen 
ſual Appetice Bur they were purer Ds 
fires | that glow'd . in thy Breaft. Jc1 
Water indeed thou thirſted{t tor 3 bu 
ſuch Water as David made his Bed t0 
{ſwim in. The Tears of a penitent Soul 
are ths Wine thou longeſt tor 3 the 
are the Drink the Son of God thirits at 

F rel 


= =} 
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Weep, weep; mine Eyes, that the 


ter, 


Ofs Lord J< 5% may dritis, ad? be {atish2Q 


ory 


thi 


Cf 


WDicch. water ! 


Baie 
Imoſt fervent Breathings of my Hear, af. 
ter thy Grace an 


O Lord, I have given thee Gall to. drins, | 


E have offered thee the Cup of Tremb- 
ling and Aﬀtoniſhment. Ab. bitter! Ab, 
wretched Drink ! worſe than the fouleſt 
Drins, my deareſt Lord, 
Drink of the Brook by the way. 
theic Tears: Drink of this Holy Water, 
I do ſhed. O, ir is the Sweat of 5 
ed Soul ;-of a Soul weary of Sin, and hea- 
Vvy laden: with the Senſz of it! My Heart 
melrs,my Soul diffolves at the Thoughes of | 
my Folites. Drink uv this Heart of mine, 
and ler: it mingle « 
cy, Here, Lord! acczpr of the Vows [ 
offer thee ! Behold and, viic this Vine, 
which thine own Right Haut hath plant- 
ed, Shine upon it, Lord ; ler it Dringio:th 
pleaſant Grapes, no more Grapes of rhe 
Vine of Sodom; but Grapes iweet, and ' 
which may cheer the Heart ol God'and 
Man. | p 
XVI. 

The Drink: Offerings I was to thee, 

in{::iable Defires after thee, the 


ercy. 'O, receive 
them graciouſly, and love me trezly.” I 
C 2 bring 


39 


Drink of. 


g' 1eV- | 


ith thy Bowels of Mer- © 


\ 


F'® 


pY Me 
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bring no Rivers of Oil, no Rams,' ng 
Bullocks wich Horns and Hoots. Thoy 
 defireſt not Sacrifice, elſe I would give it 

[thee ; thou delighteſt nat in Burnt-Of- 
ferings: Thou wilt cake no- Bullock out 
of 'my Houſe, nor He Goats out of my 


Folds; for every Beaſt of the Foreſt is 


thine, and ſo is the Cattle upon a Thou- 
fand Hills. Thou knoweſt all the Fowls 
of che Mountains, and the wild Beaſts of 
the Field are thine : If thou were bun: 
gry, thou wouldſt not tell me ; for the 
World is thine, and the fulneſs there- 
of. Thou wilt not eat the Fleſh of Bulls, 
' nor Crink the Blood of Goats ; but the 
Offerings thou - expeCteſt, _ are! Thank: 
givings, and paying my humble Vows to 
thy Divine Majeſty, and calling: upon 
thee in the day of Trouble. O my God, 
iy Soul fainteth for thee! When ſhall 
I come to appear before thee ? My Soul 
is caſt down within me ; when wilt thou 
comfort me ? I long tor thy Salvation : | 
hunger and thirſt atter Righteouſneſs : | 
ſee Beauty and Splendor, and Excellency 


in| ict, and would fain be cloathed withf: 
that Ornament. Thou deſerveſt my 
ſtrongeſt Deſires, my moſt vigorous 


Breathings, my moſt lively Pantings afrec 
thee. Not to long after thee, is to be 


FR p | ; 
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a Stranger co real Bliſs : not to -fallow 


bard afcer thee, is t9 be ignorant of thy 
Riches, -and the Plenty of thy Hou. 
Bat whatdo TI talk of Deſires of a ſingle 
Heart ? Wonld to God that all Mankind 


might offer unto thee their r2afonable Szr- + . 
vice,. thou defervelt it, and deſerveſt a!lthe 


Love of Angels too. But thou defireſt 
nothing io much as the Hearts of the 
Children of Men. The Angels are hap- 
py already, only Mankind lies ingulfed in 
Miſery, and fo great 15 thy Charity, that, 
having taken their Nature upon thee, chou 
would*{t willingly make them equal with 


Angels. 


XVII 


Great Darling of the Haly Trinity, 
What haſte doft thou make to die! 

How doſt thou run to redeem the Sons 
of Men: Nothing can hold thee, nothing 
can reſtrain thee 3 not-thy own Grear- 
neſs, not thy Majeſty, not thy being the 
Son of God, not Love to thine own Pre- 


ſervation, Thou didſt love me better 


than thy feJf. How didſt thou fly to 


my deliverance! How doſt thou leap 
in to prevene my hure ! No Devils can. © 


tright thee, no danger -terrifie thee , 
| C 3 . no. 
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no pain diſcourag? thee, no anguiſh 
make-chee-attaid: Thou Kngclt - 11 hel 


great Work be dons. The! ther Male: 
JaFors, that airs crucified with thee, 
( What Honour had theſe Wreech 3s, and 
yu ware nc ſenfitke of it! One, at laft 
o2ens his Eye, and fees it, and ſtands 
amazed: Theſe} 'held out Jonger on 
| t, but thou bidſt Deata come 
yay, and -Ieige thy Lite! It's 
fy tree to diz. O, furpriging Mercy ! 
£<: {21 {ex to elcape Death as long 
2y Cans they run 2way from the 
whe of tne Fonitir: I they do but 
the ſhadow of it, they tremble, and 
o them Leath is cruly a King of Ter- 
"Qs. Thou got out to mce: 1t, as that 
Which muſt pur an cad eo thy Sufferings, 
We my Mitery.. It's death to thee not 
co die. Thon chidelt it for ſtaying. Thou 
haſt a Baptiſm to be baptized with ; and, 
Oh, wha: would it thou, that it were ac: 
Compliti' : | 


2% VII. 


Ah, my Lord! I ſee thy PERS L.i95, 
from which dropt Speeches ſweerer than 
Honey, 2 and rhe Honey-comb. Death 1s 
going to cloſe then up, yer, O, vouchſats 


me] 


— 
Sh. 


CA  R89Fwoal 5, _ -—_ Ho 


(— 


me a L 20k that: may refreſh my Soul. 
| An now _ Glory 1s departed from 
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Iſrael : The Saviour of the World gives. 
vp the Gloſt ! O, lee me die wvith chee ! 
O, draw me afrcer thes, and I fhatklive ! 
| wonder not, that the Gravzs ope bY at 
thy death, ant] the Rocks rend, and the 
Sun hides: hy Face; . but [* wontier the 
whole Ea: th did not dil Ive, and Nature 
it {ci0 did not ran 1atd its 'Diimittye Ulincs 
and Confut Ns 


X[*%& 


O, my crucified Maſter ! How ill are 
thou rewarded for thy Kindneſs? Thou 
waſt Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to, the 
Lame; thou walt a Father to the Poor, 
and a Staff ro the Aged : Thou did'it cauſe 
the Widows Heart to {ing for Joy : Thou 
Gid'lt deliver the Poor that cried , the 
Fatherleſs, and him thar had no Helper. 
Unto thee, Men gave Ear, and waited 
uy kept fiience ar thy Couniel; after 

try Wards, they ſpake not again, and thy 
Speech dropp'd upon then - Tae naked 
deck'd' rhemiclves with che Wooll of chy 

A2eep, znd thy Door was. open to the 
weary Traveller. But now, they that are 
younger than. thee , bave thee in dert- 
fon, 


44 © The Fire of the Altar, tor 
fion 3 and they} that were Children offya 
Fools,: Children of bafe Mun, Men vilzr 
than the Earth, gape upon thee. Thoy 
art their Song, and art beconſe their By-I 
word : they abhor thee, and flee far from 
thee, and ſpare not io ſpit in thy Pace: 
. They marr thy Path, they fet forward 
thy Calamity : Terrors are turned upon 
thee, they purſye.thy Soul as the Wind, 
and thy Weljare paſſes away as a Cloud, 


RX. 


- O infinice Patience! Yet theſe Sinners 

- are offered Salvation by him, whom they 

abuſed thus. Salvation! What do I heac! N.. 
'O, then there is hopes for me, for I have B th 
been one of chy Enemies ! I have mock'd EE th 
thee by my Sins; I have derided thy Bth 
Sufferings by my Contempt of. thy Laws; Þ to 
I have fcorn'd thee, by preferring mine Þ ra 
own Will before thine ; I have ſpic upon NL 
thee by my. filthy. Communications. I Bd 
have abuſed thee by ſhelering my Sins Ft 
under thy -Crofs : | have difnonoured I y 
-ehee by my Life, diſgraced thee by my I 6 
Careleineſs, buffered thee by my impa- IN C 
tience, affronted thee by my Pride, Il y 
made light of thy Power and Goodneis'Þ y 
by 'my miſtruſt of- thy Providence, ' un- 

MR dervalued 
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lervalued chy Love by. my .AﬀeRion to- * 
offWanity : and yet''thou ſtieccheft | forch 
lorhine Arms to lay hold on me, art loth: 
0uſho ſee me periſh, unwilling to ſee me _ 
Y- undone, -and proclaimeſt Mercy to a for- 
1 Yorn Wretch ! Bleſſed News! O King of 
©: FKings, thou cryeſt, I: # fulfilled; the: 
1d FWork is done,the vaſt Work ot Redempti- 
2n lon 5 now the Father's Anger is broke: 
d, Fnow the Flood- Gates of Indignation are 
ſhut, now Heaven ftands open, now thy ' 
Father's Boſom is offered to all that thirſt 
afrer thee. 


i Ws wb, XA. 


Y 

Lins this, all ye Priſoners! Liſten eo. 

e this Mcſſage ye guilty Souls ! ' Come all, .. 

1 I that are laden with.a Senſe of Sin! Open 

' the Door ! Throw off your Chains !'Run 

; to this Rock ! Make haſte to this Fown- _ 

Brain ! Kiſs this Son! Make much of this: - - 

| BE Light! Embrace- this Mercy ! Do you 
diſpute the thing ? Do you queſtion whes 
ther you ſhall doit or no? Is it poſlible 
you can ſtand gut? ls it poffible you can. - | 
demur upon it ?: Is it poſſible your Hearts 
Co not turn within. y'ou ? Can you refuſe -. 
your Cordial ? Neg e& the Medicine:that 
muſt recover you ? Slight the Remedy 2? 
; C 5 _ that 


+ i ts dna £ as . ; 
TE, wy 
AC 


Fog 
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that muſt fetch you co life again # O Je 
ſa! Thou haſt done all things well'. Thoy 
haſt made the Blind to fee, and the Dunib 
toſpeak, and the Deaf to hear. O, open 
thou my Lips, and my Mouth ſhall ſhew 
forth thy Praiſe, Open thou mine Ears, 
and let me hear thy loving Kindneſs ,be- 
times in the Morning. O, open thou mine 
Eyes, and I ſhall (ze how Sweet ard Gracis 
ous thou art. 


008 


O, my Life! thou dyed'ſt; and dy: 
ing, fulfilledſt thy Father's Will ; for in 
deed it was fir that one Man ſhould dye 
for the People, and that the whole Nat 


on periſh not. Ah! What would Man-ff 
kind have done, if thou hadft not paid 


the. Ravcſom? Whither muſt they have 
fled for Rettige, it thon hadſt not given 
thy ſe!f a Sacrifice ? They muſt have war: 
dred- about in Caves and Dens, deſtitute, 
tormented, afflicted, diſconlfolare , lived 


in perpetual tear of Death, and che Gread: 


ful eonlequences of ir. Death muld ave 
been for ever a King of Terrors to them : 
If they had but look'd upon thac Hzll, 
that Death would have open'd into, how 
could they have but lived in perpetual 
Horror : 


> 8 ae the pap my 


a. 


a Condeſcer,fhon is it ! In this Sacrament 


e Fire of the Altar. 
Horror/! There could have been no hops 
of Mercy, no-probabilicy of Bliſs ; their 
Souls would have been in eternal Confu- 
ſion, ch s Coubting, always afraid, al- 
ways upon the Rack. O, my Jeſu! Thou, 
through Death haſt deliver'd them, who, 
through fear of Death, were all. their 
Life time ſubject to Bondage '! Thou haſt 
knock*d off their Shackles, lcoled their 
Bands, freed cheir Souls, fer rhetr SA br 
at Liberty !T icel the Power of thy Death. 
My Heart takes couragez O let me riſe 

with-thee to eternal Lite | O, lec me not 
lis in the Mire, but fee my Feer upon a 
Rock, and eftablith my Goings: I have 
gone aſtray like a loſt Sheep ; O, ſeek thy 
Servant, that I may not forget thy Com- 


| mandments. 


XY XI1I.. 


Thou. art the Bread which came down 
ftrom Heaven, and with the Bread in: the 
Euchariſt, chou oftereſt me all the Be- 


nefits of chy Deach and Paſtion ; tach 


a Feaſt haſt thou. prepared for ime ' Such 
a Tablz -haſt thou ſpread tor me'- My 


ooul 3s invited to ſup with the Lamb thac 


vas flain ! What an Honour is this ! Whar 


thou 


OY 
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thou eretcft a Banner for me, bid'ſt me 


fit. under chy V1re, and ſtrerigthen my felf I 


with the Fruic that drops f om it. Were 


all the Fiſhes of the Sea, and all che Fowls 


of the Air, and all'the Beaſts of the Field, 
crels'd for my Entertainment, it would 
not be ſo much as this plain, but Heaven 
ly Diet is!. Tell not me of Belſhazzar's 


Banquet, nor of Abaſhuerw's Feaſt, nor. 


of the Rich Man's\curions Diſhes s, they 
are all Scraps and Offals ro this Entertain. 
menr, Here my bleſſed Redeemer courts 
my Soul ; Here he makes Love to a mite- 


rable Sinner ; here he preſents me wth : 


the Rictes of his Merits : No African 
Gold, no Eaftern Pearls, no mdjan Stones, 


are ti: he compared with chete. Here the. 


Loid of Glory offers to mairy me, to u- 
nite me to him, to make an everlaſting 
Covenant with me, promiies to en- 
dow me with all his Goods, puts a Ring 
on my Finger, and bids me lie in bis Bo- 
fom. . This is Honour, this is Glory, this 
is Preferment, which no Royal Coarts 
can give, no Solomon can afford, no Em- 
peror grant, no- Monarch confer, no 
King beſtow. This is the mighty Wedding: 
Feaſt, at which the bicffed Angels wait : 
How can they forbear being there, where 
. their Maſter is Preſident -and pears” 

ets | 0 
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' The Fire of the Altar. - 49. 
ff the Banquet ? This puts me.in mind. 
of all the admirable things thou haſt 
done for me + in this Bread are contrac- 
ed all the Dainties and Delicacies ima- 


ginable. | 
XXIV. 


O wor;derful Love, that waſt not con- 


frent to be known to me, but art willing 


to give thy ſelf for\ Food co. me !- What 
pains doſt thou take to melt” my ſtubborn 
Heart ! Thou are willing co live in me: 
Thou are willing to be one with me, that 


fl may not warp from thee.. Thou art 


willing tobe my Meat and Drink ; not 
only my King ro -protect me; not only my 


Father co tender me, not only my Maſter 


to take care of me, not only my Saviour 
co {natch:me out of the Burning Lake , 
not only my -Mediator to fecure me 
againſt Heaven's Vengeance, but my Diet 
too ; Thou ſeeſt my Soul wants Meat 
proper for her Nature : Alas! the Werld 
cannot be.that Meat : That's an heteroge- 
neous thing : As well may Angels feed on 
Hay or Graſs, as my Soul on things that 
profit not. . That which my. Soul muſt 
feed on, muſt be ſomething Spiricual. 
Thou, O Jeſu! arc that great Spiritual 
Obje& my Soul mult fix on 3 nothing elſe 

| | will 


\ 


will content it: And when my Thought 


contemplare thee, when my Soul medi: 


rates of thy Charity, when my Aﬀeciong 
love. thee, when my Deſires long forff; 


thee, when my Will ſubmits to thy eaſe 
Yoke, when' all my Faculties delight in 
thee, , when thou appeareſt lovely and 
charming, and amiable co my mind ; then, 
then, my Soul hath its proper Food, then 
it's like co live, then it's in a way to thrive, 
then it profpers, then it grows, then it 
gets .a chearful Took, then the Angel; 
viſit it ; the World perfectly fowres it, 
ſenſual Pleaſures ruin it, carnal Satisfatti 
ons make it meagre. Thou, O Lord, thou 
alone canft make it flouriſh like che Palm: 
Tree, and fatisfie ic wich the Rivers of thy 
Pleaſures. 


XXV. 


....O, my Lord, How ſweet ts it to ſuck 
Honey out of this Rock! Thy Bread 
ſtrengthens to a Miracle, and thy Blood 
makzs Souls d:iunk..- It is as the Dew of 
Hermon, and as the Dcw that deſcends 
on the Mountains of Zi; tor there the 
_ Lord commanded the Blefling, even Lite 
for evermore, - O, my God, I care not 


th 


' for Abanab and Pharpar now, nor for thefſ 


j Rt 


ht Rivers of Damaſcus, TI will ſtand winder 
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thy Craſs and open my Mouth. + O, do 
thou fill ic ! while others go to rejoyce 
in their Corn, and Wine, and Oll, I 
will go to the Supper of the Lamb. 
Herz, Lord, here is my Heart, ready. to. 
receive the Heavenly Food thou oftereſt 
me. Awake, thou 2ternal Spirit, awake, 
blow upon my Garden, that the Spices _ 
may flow out! O let this Manna farisfie 
my Taſte, that I may forget the Flefſh- 
pots of Egypt. Behold, Lord, here I 
I make a Vow, Thar it thou wilt give me- 
this Bread to eat, which endures to ever- 
laſting Life, chou ſhale be my God, I will 
ſerve no other Gods but. thee ; thau ſhalt 
command my Heart, my Detires, and my 
AﬀeRions; and without thee, no Paſſion 
ſhall life up its Hand or Foot inall the Land 
of Goſhen : I will fer thee over all that L 
have, and all ſhall be at thy diſpoſe. 


Cbriſf: TI icel my Heart warmed with 
this Conſideration. 1 wil! now turn aſide, 
and ſee chis great fight, who it 1s that 
hangs upon the Crols, and bleeds for 
my Sins. Oa! it is the Son*®ol God ; 
he that was in the Form of God, and 


thought ir. no Robbery to be equal with 


God, 
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God, bur m ade himſ{eif of no Reputati- 

on, and took: upon him the Form. of 

a Servanc, and became: obedient to the 
Death of the Croſs, that I might be 

gy the Rightennigos of God mwough 
= 


CHAP. II. 


Of the Particulars to be obſerved before 


we come to the Lord's Table. 


Conſcience. 


UT is there nothing elſe to be done by 
way of Preparation for this. ble! Hed 
dacrament ? 
I. 


Chriſt. O, yes! For I muſt firſt, retire 
ſometimes, and celebrate, and admire the 


JLove of God-to me in Chriſt Jeſus, in ſome 


luch Reflections as theſe : 

Be aſtoni(ſh'd, ye Hzavens, ſtand ama» 
zed, ye Choirs of Angels, at the conde- 
ſcenfion of my God. 1 have betray'd him 
to the Philiftines; yet he loves the miſera- 


ble Wrecch, and fo loves him, chac he __. 1 0 


his Son to redeem him. 

O God, What doſt thou ſee in me ?. 
Nothing. but Miſery, nothing but Rags, 
nothing but Poverty, and yet thou 'lovelt,, 
me: 
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Fant. 


$ <if 
£ 


The Fire of the Altar. 
1 but Duſt and Aﬀhes, and will Gy it x 


vouchſafe a gracious Look to fo mean ay; 
Object ? O Covereign Being ! D*Ut? chal, 
ever behold a viler Creatdr: thin L amſch; 
And wilt thou g2 out of the comma | 
Road of Love, and ſpread thy Gar Dat 
ments over me, and offzr me thy Fiend the 
faip ? 

O, Love! which Cheruvim admire, and 
Seraphim adore! Ic paſſes Underſtanding 
Ic goes beyond my Cognizance ; : te co 
founds my Reaſon : I a<&mire the Love dffþe; 
a Prince to a Subjz& ; but ther will bai; c 
nd Reſemblance to this Love! Thi 

Got might have mriumph 'dinmy groan Re 
glorified his Juſtice by my Stripes 3 but piffthe 
ty abounds in bim,it hath no Banks ic flow yt 
at large, ir's extended even to the moſt abſ ,q; 
ject 200 as I am. Ir” 

O, Love! How humble arr thou ! Howl eq 
violznt are thau! thou breakeſt througi 20 
'- all the Clouds of Heaven :o come downſſ;r 
| Theu toregoeſt the Rules of Greatneh 
and Majeſty, to ſhaw thy Glory, That 
the eternal Son of God ſhoutd take Fleſh 
upon him, and die to give Life to the 
\Worll! On, wire can I \parallel this 
Love ! Io 

E will ſing of Love, I will ſpeak of Love e/ 


I will thiak of Love my very Dreams,wers up 
P ic 
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it poSible, ſhould be employ'd about it. O, 


30 
1 That 1 could wrice Panegyricks of it! Were 
no: my Tongue confin 'd, tt ſhould do nov- 
MFching elfe but talk of Love. 

100} Here is Love, to which all natural Sym- 


aFpathies mult vail. I fe no end thereof ; 


TA Y 


adfſthe farther 1 e0 in the ſearch, che more I 


lole my felt : "Par HOW ſhould a Creature 
find cuithe end of that which is infinite ? 
8 Where fhall Ziad out the Spring of thi 
MImighty Stream ? Waere ſhall I find the 
beginning of it? Alas: The lineof Reaſon 
-UIis t00 ſhort - 'There is no fathoming of 
this Depth ? Who car. ſearch" into the 
YReceſles of Ecernity ? In that vaſt Abyſs, 
the Head of this great River Jies ; but 
J who ſhall dive into it? It's encugh that I 
am ſo happy as to be acquainted with it :; 
It's enough that the Almighty hath reveal- 
JF ed it unto Babes; even fo, Father, ic ſeemi'd 
"1 good inthy fight. I can give no reaſon of 


J this Love 3 thy Love was the Motive : No- 
thing elſe could be any enforcive. I am 
ſenlible thou art merciful, becizuſs chou 
wilt be mercifv]. 

@G, thou eternal Wildlom, whom the 
Lord potleiled in the beginning of his way, 
before his Works #f old, who walt fee 


up from everlalting, from the be egianing 
Or 


| 
1 
a 
i 


IR 


it. Thy Love, Lo! d. was the cauſe of. 
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or ever the Earth was; when there wer pitt 
no Depths,thou waſt brought forch ; whenſue! 
there were no Fountains abounding with 
Water, before the Mountains —_-_ ſerled 
before. the Hills, waſt thou brought forth 
while as yet he had not made the Earth 
* nor the Fields, nor the higheſt part of the 
Duſt of the World; who waſt there when 
he prepared the Heavens. when he ſet afoot 
compaſ3upon the Face of the Depth, whenk 
he eſftabliſh'd the Clouds above, when he 
ſtrengchened che Deep, when he gave to 
the Sea his Decree, that the Waters ſhould 
_ not paſs his Commandment : O thou who 
© waſt by him, as one brought up with him, 
_ who waſt daily his Delight, rejoicing al: 
ways before him, enlighten my Mind, thatF"* ; 
I may have clearer apprehenfion of this Re 
Charity ! ſer 

Ariſe, my Thovghts.! Awake up, myJIfa 
Glory! See, O my Soul, how that Love»! 
{miles upon thee ! Sce how bright, how fol 
Clear, - how -charming» it is! See how De W 
vils cremble at it ! ſee how they grin and [th 
fret, to think they muſt have no ſhare in Jt" 
It! See what Jap Bzams it darts on | R 
penirent Sinners | Sze how ic warms their Þ f) 
Hearts ! See how it "follows them , how Þþ Þ' 
loch jc is to leave them ! See how it ad-þ 


_ » Jures them, and how importunate 'it isY 4 


with, 
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reryich- them, to ſuffer themſelves to be con-- 
herfiuered by it. | | 
vIch 
led 
th 


th 
the 
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I muſt examine my If, not only what, 
d where, and when, and how, I have 
eſpecially of late, ) been acting againſt- 
od, and affronted his Goodnels, Mercy, 
&nd-Patience; and what Sorrow, Grief, 
and Fear, theſe particular Offences have 
auſed in me 3 but whether I am unfeign- 
dly refolv'd co part with all theſe par- 
hoflticular Sins, I am moſt prone and inclined 
mn, fto; whether my Heart and purpoſe be 
i}-Bfix'd co. know the Wi!j of God, and to do 
arfit; whether I do fincerely, and without 
is Refervacion, intend, for the future, to pre- 
- Fer God's Will before my Will, and his 
y Favour'before the Favour of Men ; and 
ef whether I do in . good earneſt defign to 
x f forego my Profit, Gain, or Intereſt, in the 
. | World, rather than to doany thing wilfully 
| that is diſpleaſing to God ; whether I do 
1 Þ truly prize the Love of God above all the 
1 Þ Riches of chis World,and fee greater Beau- 
© ty in that Holineſs ro which I am invited 
© by this Love, than in all the Gaudies and 
| SatisfaRtion of the World. And if I do, _ 
© and my Conſcience bears me witneſs of it, | * 
I may  _ 
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I may chearfully go to the Lord's Table, þ.c1 

and expect/the Benefits that are offered}. 
there. | 

III. | Of 


If I have done any ſignal wrong to my, 
Neighbour, I muſt make him either Re: 
ſtitution or Satisfa&tion ; atieaſi there muſt 
be a willing Mind to do it, as foon as my 
prefent Circumſtances will bear it: Imuſtf 7 
either reſtore to him, what I have theat-J 
ed or wronged him in, or have ſecretly, 
and ag1infſt his Will, taken away from 
him. Or, If I am not able to 'reitore, 
make confeſſion of the Fault, ant! beg tiis 
Forgiveneſs, I muſt be reconciledto.him, 
if | have offended him, or given him jaſt 
occaſiot to be angty ; and if after that 
Attempt he will ſtill keep his Anger,I have 
deliver'd my own Soul. [ 

I muit let my Neighbour know, that I 
do as truly torgive him, as IT hope to be il; 
forgiven of Chriſt Jeſus ; and am 2s rea- va 
dy to give, as'/my Nejghbour to ask my fir 
Pirdon. - $2 hc 

muſt remember how God #hath en- I] hi 
tziled his Pardon upon mine; and* if I ÞÞ 55, 
forgive not from my *Heare, neither will Þ| he 
my Heavenly Father forgive my Treſpaſ- Þ d; 
ſes, it have abuſed my Neighbour; ei- Þ| hi 

ther in Words* or Dzeds, and he -eicher 
_ - hath 


\ 


-- 


Fd 


a; bY It, 
ck zowledge my Error, but prefer quiet 
pnlorancs be fore my Reputation in the 


with Sorrow, 
war unto the Grave; 
Wine-preſs of God's Anger alone, and 
tumbled himſelt before his Father ; how, 
3s Man, he begg'd that the Cup. mighe 
pals trom him. , 
Ireely conteiuted to his Father's Will ; 
how Dittrets and Anguiſh 
him., and in tn dit of thoſe Miſe- 
ries, the weary Diſciples tell afleep3 
bow he wept and mourned, 
Ops of” Blood ; and ' how Hell opened 
| 'how he bore 
our Griets,.and tobk &ilie Chaltiſment of 


- upon 


Ie, 
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le bith receiv'd, or is like to receive, any 


I muſt not be aſhamed to 


IV. 


I muſt ſurvey the bicter Sufferings of my 
bleſſed Saviour, as they are laid down and 
deſcribed by the Evangeliſts. 
bow rim into the Garden of Gerh/ermane, 
ind go up with him to the Mount of O- 
lives, and there behold, how his Hecart was 
troublud, and how the Fears of Death 
fel! upon him ; how his Soul was filled 


I muſt fol- 


and - how. his Lite drew 


and: yet, 


him ; 


» 
\ 


- 


how he crode the 


as Mediator, 


came upon 


and ſwea 
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our Peace upon him - how he drank of 
the bitter Cup',- and his Heart within 
him became as melting Wax; how he 
was led to Annas, and he to whom all 
the Angels .in Heaven bowed, ſtood be- 


fore a finful Man ; how from Annas heffi 


was dragg'd to Caiaphas, and, like a Lamb, 
| Ted to the Slaughterz' how he was accu. 
ſed before Pontius Pilate, and there be. 


ſpatter'd with all the ill Language that 


| Men or Devils could invent; how he 
was ſet at nought by H:70d, and in ſcorn 
deck'd with a-Purple Robe; how from 
thence he returned to Plate, and there 
upon. was ſcourged, and crowned with 
Thorns; how afrer this he” bore his 
Croſs, and was actually Crucified ; how 
he was made to drink Gall and Vine 
gar, and, atlaſt, bowed the Head, and 

- died. HEY 
But then, I muſt not only barely ſurvey 
theſe Sufferings, bur reflect, at the fame 
tim2, upon my vins that procured them; 
and accuſe; not only my groſler Sins, if 
I have been guilcy of any , but my leffer 
Errors, of uſing the Son of God . fo bar- 
barouſly: I muſt nor refle& upon his 
bloody Sweat, without thinking. of- my 
praud Thoughts, and Speeches, and Adi- 
ons, that pull'd it on himz nor wm—_ 
/ is 
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bis Wounds, without beating my. Breaſt 


{for my Envy and Malice, and revengetul 


Deſires that cauſed them ; nor upon the . 
Crown of Thorns, without deteſting my 
intemperance, and finiſter Deſigns in do- 
ing good, and affecation of Vain-glory, 
that ſee ir. on his Head ; nor on the Nails 
that core his Fleſh, without taking a view 
of my Pettiſhneſs, and Peeviſhneſs, and 
Impatience, which ſtruck them in ; nor 
upon the Spear that opened his Side, with- 
out entertaining ſome diſmat Thoughts of 
my negle& of Meditation, and Prayer, 
and fervency of Spirit , and pious Ditf- 
courſes, and bearing of Injuries, and 
Holy Heavenly Thoughts 3 nor upon his 
Tears, without looking ſtern upon my 
light and ſaperficial Performances : For 
all theſe help'd towards his Death and A- 
gonies, 


V. 


I muſt ſhew my willingneſs to imitate 
Chriſt Jeſus by doing ſome good Work, 
if Health and Strength do give me leave. 
This muſt. be the Firſt-fruics of my future 
treading in his Steps, and will make my 
coming to the Holy Sacrament more com- 
toreable, I muſt in this imitate the Wo- 
D man 


ples Feet, before, he refreſhed their Sauls 


_ 2 Hell fas 4 are 2 em 0g 1 Ce ondoac ys REV wats 
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man that poured out the Ointment on f 


Chriſt's Head, before his Sufferings began; 
and Chriſt himſelf, who. waſh*d his Diſc 


with the Holy Sacrament. \ I muſt. either 
free ſome Priſoner, if it lie in my power, td 
teſtifie my Reſentment of che Mercy Chriſt 
ſh2wed me, in freeing me from the Bon © 
dage of the Devil ; or relieve ſome poor Fa n 
mily, to expreſs my Senſe of Chriſt's relie 
ving my Soul in the greateſt ſtrait ; or im 
part ſome good Counſel to a wicked and care 
leſs Neighbour, to ſhew how kind, Chri 
was in viſiting me with his Admonicions; 
or viſit ſcme ſick Perſons that are under gre 
diſtreſs, and comfort them, or help them 
orgivethem, or procure them, ſome Phy 
ſick that may do them good, if they be 
needy 3 to ſhew, how ſenſible I am of 
Chriſt's being my Phyſician : Or forgiv! 
ſome [mall Debt a poor Man owes me, tc 
ſhew, how I rejoice at Chrilt's forgivingy'! 
me Ten thouſand Talents ; or wifir a Mar 3 
that bates me, and behnve my (elf moſt coury * 
zeouſly to bim ; to ſee whether his Heary 1 
will melt, and come to a betrer Temper$} 
thereby to expreſs-my ſenſe of Chriſt! 
Loves to me, that hath been his Enemy} 
or. give a good Book to one that hath no Mop © 
ney to buy one, to ſhew my lenſe of a 1 
oo 


* ey = > = 5o ©D Mo 


hen 


The Fire of the Altar 63 

feeding me with the Word of Lite: or 
| deny my ſelf in a lawful Recreation, or law- 
ſal ful Ornament, or lawful Meal, to hew I 
old am ſenſible, how Chriſt hach denied him- 
her ſelf for my- fake ; or pray earneſtly for the 
toll converſion of a Perſon I have no acquaintance 
- L2yich, and whom I hear to be very viciaus, 
on] to expreſs my ſenſe of Chriſt's care of my 
Fol Salvation. 


im | VI. 


F. I muſt frequently pray, that God would 
ns give me a Heart to breath -and pant after 
off him, and particularly, a Heart to eſteem 
-m4 and prize his Love manifeſted in this Sa- 
hy4 crament above all the Pleaſures of this 
MA World : that he would give me a Faith - 
off aRive and vigorous, and which may preſs 
io through all Impediments, and purifie my 
off Hearc and Lite, and forget what is behind ' 
ingJ/it ; chat he would give me a contrite Spi- 
lf} rit, and Grace to tremble at his Word 
A and 'Threatnings : that he would give me 
ar} Courage to uiidervalne and deſpiſe the 
[er World, 'and the Glories and Vanicies of” 
ig ”t: that he wobld give me-a burning 
14 Zeal to his Glory,''a tranicendent Love 
1444. to his Name, and Ways, and'Ordinances : 
;it'$ that the would make me ſincere .in Devo- 

Foe, | Dn - tion, 
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y Ends and Deſigns in holy Performances; 
that he would give me, firſt, Reſolution 
ro imitate the Saints of old, and the beſt 
Examples at this Day; and to ftop my 


-' Ears againſt all the Suggeſtions of Fleſh 


and Blood to the contrary 3 that he would 
give mea mind, which may delight in con- 


_ templating the Divine Goodneſs and Per 
fetion, and would teach me the great Art 


of Selt-refignation, of truſting him with 
my Soul and Body, and of relying intirely 


. upon his Providence. 


VII. 


| Imvwſt refolve(and unfeignedly upon my 
bended Knees,or in a very folemn manner) 


to watch and ſtrive for the future, againſt 


thoſe particular Sins and Errors, and fin- 
ful Inclinations I am moſt inclined to; 
if I have neglefted fuch a Selt-denial, to 
neglect it no more; if 1 have been guilty 


- of ſuch As of Pride, and Envy, and Ill 
nature, to be guilty;.of them no more; 
If [ have been careleſs and flovenly in my 


tion; in Prayer, and in all good Works, 
and baniſh from me all ſiniſter and world- 
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Prayers, to be ſo no more ; if .I have 
pleaſed my ſelf wich vain Thoughts, toy | 


pleaſe my ſelf with them no mores, if. 


/ 


,  havel: 
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have delighted in: fine Cloaths, .co delight 
in them no more; If I have beenfalſe to 
my Vows and Promiles,to be falfe to then 
no more ; if I have made nothing of il! 
Names and ill Language, to dread it like- 
Poiſon for the future ; I muſt reſolve to * 
mortifie ſuch a habit ot Sin with rigours, - 
with being unkind to my Fleſh, wich Fait? 
ng, and with Mulds of Money it I co:1- 
mit. but a ſingle Act of Sin, I nnuft refolve 


to uſe the proper means to ſuddue fuch a 


Corruption; I muſt refolve to avoid char 
Company where I am, and have bcen, 
apt to yield co a certain Sins I muſt re- 
ſolve to ſpend my time better; and if ] 
have fpent too much of it in drefling, in 
Pteafure,. in Carding and Dice, &*c. to do 
ſono more, whatever Diſgrace,Diſreſpect, 
or Frowny I may meet wich from the 


World, or from mine Acquaintance 3 and 


it I have been carelefs of ' meditacing, and 
being ſerious.on the Loid's Day, to make 
a beter Improvement of that Day. And - 
| muſt ſo relolve, as to think my (elf con- -* 
cerned to fulfil and perform my \folemn 
Reſolution, unto which I Fave call'd God 
as a Winels, 
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VIII. 


+. I muſt watch againſt all things, that] 
would diſcompoſe and diſo:der my Mind, IC 
pue me iro a Rage or Pathon, and make [|_ 
me peeviih and diſcontented, and conſe 
quently unfit for the worthy Receiving of 
this Sacrament. { muſt labour to preſerve 

' a Calraneſs, and Serenicy of Mind; and 
that neither multicude of worldly Buſineſs || * 
do diſtract me, nor [juries paſt and gone 
diicompole me, or pur me into impatient 
Thoughts and Expreſlions, nor preſent 
Diſappointments to rob me of my Quiet. 
IT muſt watch againſt In:pediments, chat 
would tempt me to delay my coming to 
this Table, and take heed I do not yield 
to Temptations, that wauld make me neg- 
led the opportunity put into my Hand, of 
making my- Peace with God, and ming 
own Conicience, I niuſt rej. Suggeolti: 
ons of th's Nature, and regard more the 
neceſlary Concerns of my $youl,than things, 
that, at the beſt, are buc ſenſual Saristar 
&ions, 
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CHAP, 1: 


Of the Particulars to be obſcerve4 when 
we are at the Lord's Table, 


Conſcience. 


N D what muſt thy Thoughts be ? 

And, what Frame muſt thy Heare 

be in, when thou comelt co the Holy Ta- 
ble of the Lord ? 
Cbri, I muſt, . 


| 


Employ my Soul in Holy Ejaculations ; 
ſuch as theſe : 

O! Who will give me to drink of the 
Water of the Well of Berblebem ! Where- 
with (hall 4 come before the Lord-! How 
ſhall I bow my elf before the moſt High? 
Shall F come befo'e him with Burnt-Of- 
terings, wiyh Calves of a Year old ? 

O my Lord! Thou haſt ſhewd me 
what is good 3 and what dolt thou re- 
quire of ms, but to do juſtly, to ſhew 
Mercy,and to walk humbly with my God? 
O my God ! 1 bring an humtle Heart, 
Ef E D_4 ; a - 
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a Soul Fs defires to lie low before-thee 2 
a Soul that longs to be'clean, and to bs 


wathed in the Blood of- the Lamb) a-Soul |, 


weary of Sin, that fees no comfort, no 
{atisiation, no content in things below; 
- but beholds afar off che Treaſures of Con- 
ſolation, that lie hid in Chriſt Jeſus. 

Theſe arc things to be delired ; Theſe 
are Mercies worth having : Theſe enrich 
Bankrupt Souls; With theſe Pardon is 
purchaſed, and Heaven is procured. O 
vive me a Ticle to them! Thou that art 
the true Morning Star, O ſhine upon me! 
O enlighten me! O ler me feel .chy com- 
fortable Beams ! Theſe burn not, theſe 
ſcorch not ; but ſanifie, and poliſh, and 
adorn. 

I have ſeen at end of all Partefion : 
But thy Merics are exceeding broad ; 
they enlarge Heaven, ſubdue Death, con- 
quer Hell, expel Devils, and maks God 
my Friend. D 

How have I doated on the Vanities of 
this World ! They are Bubbles, all : Buc 
Thou, ſweet Jzſu, art pertect Beauty, a 
Fowncain of Joy, which never wants Wa- 
ter, never dries up, hever fails, and never 
dies. 

How much better is ic to be here in the 
Courts of che Lord, than in the. Tents, 


of 
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of the proudeſt Monarchs! One Day here. | 
is better than a thouſand elſwhere. 

Here God bows to poor Sinners ! Here 
infinite Majeſty converſes with Duſt and 
Aſhes !- Here the King of Heaven is nor 
' Jaſhamed to call fuch poor Worms, as we 
are, Brethren. 

How different are the Ways of God 

þ Jfrom the Ways of Men! They fhun a 
Lazarus , ' and a Beggar: God receives 
y {hem : And the Soul that's ſenſible of her 
Poverty, and begs to: be enrich'd, is re- 
freſh'd by him , and invited into his Bo- 
ſom: . 
+ | How lovely art thou, my great Re- 
1 [{eemer ! How amiable; How kind; How 
beautiful ! Therefore do the Virgins love 
thee. 

Could there be greater Love, than to 
pill thy Blood for me ? Could there be 
j fereater Charity than to die for me ? What 

Miracles of Mercy are theſe ? 
e | 1cometo beg an Alms at thine Hafids 
It's tO great a Gilt for me to asK, but not 
too great tor thee to give ; tor it is thy 
ſelf 1 beg. | 

O warm my. Heart! Touch it with a . 
Coal from the Altar! O kindle holy. Fire 
in my Breaſt! Burn up the Drofs and Tin 
Sthere, and let nothing bue pure Gold: re-": 
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main. Let Love-prevail. O, change my 
Heart into fervent Love, and rurn all my 
Faculties into Charity ! 


II. 

I muſt joyn with the Congregation in 
their Prayersz. I maſt pur my Perfumes 
into that common Cenſor, that che Holy 
Smoak may go up with joined Force to 
the Throne of Mercy. 

I muſt not come behind my Fellow: 
Members ih Zeal and Earneſtnels. 

- They pray for the Proſperity of the U- 
niverſal Church, that God would guide 
her by his holy Spiric: fo muſt 1. 


They pray tor all Chriitian Kings,and 


Princes, that they may promote the Glory 
of God, and the Churches Weltare ; fo 
muſt [. 

They pray for the Miniſters of God's 
Holy Ward, . that they may be ſound in 
che Faith; and Patterns of Holineſs : fo 
muſt [. . 

They pray for all diſtreſſed Membersef 
Chri(t, that the Confolations of Chriſt may 
abound in them : fo muſt 1. 

They proftrate themſelves in Holy Con- 
feflions of their Sins, ad pray for Remil- 
ſion and Pardon, and SanRification : ſo 
muſt I. | T hey 


b_— 
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They- pray to be made. Partakers of” 
the Rs of Chrilts Body and Blood : 
ſo muſt 1. | 


% 


III. 


I muſt ſhew my Compaſſion to the Poor, - 
by contributing to their Neceflicies, it I 
am able. 

I 2ſt remember, how poor, . how 
wretched, how naked, how niiſerable I 
was, when the Son of God firſt cook picy 
0:1 me, being yet in the Loins of my Fa» 
ther Adam. 

I muſt conſider, that my felf at this in- 
ſtant am lying at the Pool of Betheſda, 
waiting for the Angel of the Covenant 
to come down and ſtir the Waters, that T 
may be healed. 

I muſt look upon my ſelf as a Perſon full 


 ſBof Sores and Sicknels, and reflect, that I 


come tobe cured for God's take, by the 
zreat Phyſician of Souls. 

From imy felf I muſt look down on the 
Poor, that want my help and as I would 
have my great Maſter have: Compaſlion 
one me, ſo muft I have Compaſlion on my 
Fellow "Servants. \ | 
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I muſt at this time reſiſt all worldly 
- Thoughts, and bid my Oxen and my 


Farms, and my Domeſtick Afﬀairs, ſtand 


aloof, like Lepers, that muſt not come 


near a place ſo tull of Majeſty,and a Work. 


ſo big with Wonders. 

I muſt with Mary chuſe the better part, 
and look upon Martha's ſerving as unſea- 
ſonable. 

I mult lay aſide Contrivances, how to 
make a Bargain with my Neighbour, and 


know no other Covenant, but whar I am 


making wich God in the Blood of Jeſus. 

I muſt not think of Trade and Traffick, 
but remember, it is for the Pearl of Price 
that I am trading now, and laying out my 
Strength and Labour. 

I muſt not be diſturbed with a deſperate 
Deht that's owing me; but remember the 
Debts I owe to God, and how I do expect, 
that at chis time they ſhould be ſtruck out 
and cancelled for ever. 

I muſt not now torment. my felt about 
a Livelihood, when I come co get a Title 

to a Life of everlaſting Glory. 
I muſt not now think how to-get Bread, 
and make Proviſion for my Family , pu 
| rather 
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fon the Almighty makes for my Soul, 
and what care he-takes to make me a Son 
of God, an Heir of Heaven, und Co-heir - 
with Chriſt. : 

When ſenſual Thoughts fly through my 
Mind at this time, I muſt continue to ſay 
to them, Ariſe and depart, for here ſhall 
not be your reſt. 


V. 


I muſt now make ſome Spiritual! Refle- 
ctions on the breaking of the Bread, and 


' upon pouring out 'ofghe Holy Wine. 


On the breaking of the Bread. | 
Behold, O my Soul, thus was thy blef- 


ſed Saviour's Body broken 3 thus was - 
his unſpotted Fleſh torn afunder. O my 
Sins, ye did this barbarous At. The 
Jews were but the external Inſtruments, 
ye were the fatal Cauſes of that Torture ! 
Had it not been for you, the Crown of 
Thorns- had never wounded that Sacred 
Head. 
" . Break, my Heart, break ; it is a 
diſmal fight! A broken Heart is a Sacri- 
fice , ' which he, that was broke upon 
| che 
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| rather refle& with Joy, what large Provi- 
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ths accountof thy Sins, will not deſpiſe. 

Nay, he will comfort the humble Soul, 
and the contrire Spirit : He will pour Wine 
and Oyl into irs Wounds, ſupple it with 
Balm, heal it with his Death, and maks 
it whoie by his Agonies. 

See here, O my Soul, the Bread which 
is broke, is it not the Communion of the 
Body of Chrift ? S2e\ how many broken 
pieces are here, which all make but one 
Loaf. So cho1, and thy Fellow-Believers, 
make one myſtical Body, whereof the cru- 
fied Jelus is Head and Governour , who 
influences the Body by his Spirir, and from 
his Fulnels diſpentcs Grace for Grace. 

Rejoyce, O my: ul ! For now the 
Waves and Biltyws of GoJ's Wrath are 
laid. The Storm of Vengeance is huth'd, 
the Thunder is gone, the Clouds clear 
up, thy broken Szviour hath tcurn'd the 
ſound of the Trumpet of War into a ſtill 
ſmall Voice. | 

O' break with him no more ! O pre- 

zrve that Friendſhip, which was ſo dearly 
bought! A Friendſhip purchaſed by Blood 
ſure muſt never dis. Thou art his Friend, 
O do not become his Enemy again, for fear 
he be never Friends with thee again. 


On I 


F 
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On the pruring out of the Holy Wine. | 


th Thus, O my Soul, thus flow'd the pre- 
cious -Blood of the tormented Jeſus! In 
h ſuch Streams it iſſued from his wounded 
" [Body : Thus was the coſtly Juice let our! 
© I Thus the rich Veins emptied themſelvesof 
"1 [their Treaſure, and all, that chou mighteſt 
be clean. 
*| And, 0 Feruſalem ! Wilt not thou beclean? 
When ſhall it once be ? When God makes 
uſe of his own Blood to puritie thee, O 
my Soul, wile thou wallow ſtill inchy Dung 
and Naſtineſs ? This would be inexcuſable. 
” | Ariſe, waſh thy ſelf in this Jordan, and 
- thy. Fleſh ſhall come again, like unto the 
| Fleſh of a lictle Child, 
. O my Soul! Had not this Blood hn 
ſhed, there .had been no Remiſfſion .of 
Sins. From the ſhedding ot this Blood, 
date thy Happinets z when God ſaw this 
Blood, the Tide turned, and thy offend- 
ed Father looked on thee with a merciful 
Face . 
'How ſweet is this Blood ! it nouriſhes 
unto eternal Lite. | 
How high the value of it! It redeemed 
_ a whole World. 
How wholſom! It expels all Sickneſles.” 
What 
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What pity was it, that the leaſt drop of 
it ſhould fall upon the Ground ! It was fit 
to be received by the Hands of Angels! 
But the Earth, on which finiu] Men walk'd, 

' was defiled and curſed; and therefore ir 


mult fall upon it to take away the Curſe, 


Man's Sin had made it ſubject co. | 
O precious Blood !. Drop, drop upon 
my Soul : Let me- feel thy Virtue | Drive 
out the Curſe, water this barren Ground, 
that hath brought forth Bryars, and 
Thorns, and let it bring forth pleaſant 

Fruit again. 


. 3 


When I receive the Holy Bread, my 

Mind muſt vent it felf in fome fuch Breath: 
' ings as theſe: 

O my Lord, I do remember with Joy 
and Griet, that thy Body was crucified 
for me, the meaneſt of thy Servants. 1[ 
remember it with Joy, becauſe thy Love 
is wondertnl, O how vehement, how 
violent was this I... :' toloye an Enemy, 
and by that Love to Cciuartit into Obedi- 
- ence ! I remember it with Grief, becauſe 
my Sins were thy Murtherers. O my Lord, 


I will ſtand out againſt thy offers of Grace. 


no longer. Here take, my Heart :- Lſfo- 


lemnly 
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lemnly reſolve to dedicate my felf, and 
11 1 have, to thy Service. | 


U 
43 | Or, by 
ty] O God! This Sacred Bread puts me in 
> Imind, how the Lamb'of God was offered 
for me. Dol believe this, and ſhall not 
1 fmy Soul make; thee her higheſt and her. 
© Fchifeſt Good? O. my God, 1 take thee 
» here, not only for my Saviour, but for my. 
| [king and Maſter too. Come, Holy Spirit, 
© [rule my Heart; for I will hencetorward 
ſerve no other Gods but the great Jebowab 
lone, who loved me, and gave himſelf for 
me. 


; " Or, ./ 
"| O my Jeſus! My Life! My Joy /'M 
Comfort | Thou diedſt that I might live. 
l remember it, and adore rhby Majeſty in 
| Miſery. O make me thine, and as this 
| BBread doth mingle with my Subſtance, ſo 
let thy Spirit mingle with my Soul, that 
the ſame Mind may be in me, which w as 


alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. 


| Or, 

Look upon this Bread, '"O my Soul! it 
Jrepreſents the bleeding Body of thy deareſt” 
Lord, | Bleed, O my Heart ! Give. thy ſelf 
Ws a 
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up to him chat groancd for thee. -It's done, þ,., 
O God, neicher Death, nor Lite ſhall ſe-þj; 
parate me from the Love of God, which is|,,,, 
in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord. 


| VII. 7" 
When I receive the Holy Wine, my} , 


Thoughts muſt (till be at Work, and ad-Jq; 
dreſs themelves'ro God in Chrilt Jeſus ſp, 


ſome ſuch way as this : ha 
Either, 4 


O Jeſu, I thankfully remember, that thy pj 
Blood was ſpilt for me; What am I? And jw 
What is my Father's Houſe, that thou haſty; 
brought me thus far ?: Thou halt loved me, 
better than 1 have done my felt! O my[;, 
Lord, give me thy ſweet, thy tender, thy. 
free, thy humble Spirit, that I may be onef 
witn thee, and delire notning on Earth. 
belides thee. 


| Or, 1m 

O bleſſed Balſom of my woundetJ ,. 
Heart! Welcome, thou Sovereign Salve:ſ;, 
How. ſeaſonable is this Medicine ! I cief w 
if thy Blood relieve me not, O wath x 
me, and I ſhall be whicer than Snow.. If x, 
have 
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Ne, ave deſerved to drink the Cup of Trem-. 
le: ling and Altoniſhment, and thou holdeſt 
1 15hat to me che Cup of Salvation, O my 
oul, remember who it is that is ſo- kind 
0 thee. Ocſteem, adore, magnifie, and 
« love him for ever. S 
PF. 


N']- O:thou bleſſed Shepherd-of my Soul ! 
d- How ought I co bluſh, when I chink of 
Us f:hy Blood, which my Sins did ſpill ! Thou 
haſt curned my Darkneſs into Light, 'and 
my Treaſon into Antidote. Thou cureſt 
me by Contradictions, ,, and the Bload, 
[my Sins:haye drawn from chy Fleſh, is be- 
1YIcome the only Refuge I have jn the Day of 
d, Wrath. -O look upon thy own Blood,and 
ſtIhide me in thy Wounds. I know-not how 
Who prize thy Favour ; O do thou teach me 
Ito dogreat things for thee, to deny. my 
YI{:If, to take up my Croſs, and to follow . 
WER; |. 
ny. Or, | 
O my Lord! By thy Tears, and by 
thy Blood, thou adjureſt me this Day to 
imitate thee in thy Graces, in thy Meck» 
neſs, in thy Patience, in thy Humility, 
Jin thy-Charity, in. thy Conterapt of the 
World, and in thy Heavenly Mindednefls. 
My Heatt is fixed, O God! my Heart is 
fixed, I will ting and give Praile. 2m 
alc 
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ſhalt be my Pattern. Here under thy Croſs 
T promiſe Obedience and Conformity toff= 
thy Graces. O do thou help me! O afliſty. 
me! Uphold me with thy free Spiritz fo 
ſhall I'teach the Tranſpreffors thy way,and 
Sinners ſhall þe converted unto thee. 0f 
| + "Pp . 
Great Biſhop of my Soul, who haſt left 
the Ninety and Ninein the Wilderneſs, and 
art come to ſeek this ſtraying Sheep ! Be- 
hold, Lord, the Prodigal is coming home 
again! Thou comeſt toward' me bleeding, / 
groaning,dying;thdu comeſt to receive him 
that has forſaken thee, to draw him afterſy, 
that hath, fled from'thee, to kiſs him that] > 
did ſcourge thee, to crown' him that did 
' prick thee, toembrace him that did cru: 
Cifte thee, to revive ' him that did kill 
thee, and to love him that did hate thee, J. 
O ſtupendious Mercy ! Henceforward no i 
vain Glory, no worldly Pomp,no outward n 
Riches, no Smiles of great Men, no out- D. 
ward Comfort, ſhall have fo much of my £ 
Heart as thy ſweet felf. O encreaſe my 
, Faith, my Hope, my Love, my Charity ; 
make my Soul a Temple of che Holy 
Ghoſt! Ocome; come, thou Bridegroom 0 
of my Soul, come and dwell in me tor 
Ever. 


CHAP. 
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CH A P. IV. 


Of the Particulars to be obſerved after 
- we have been at the Lord's Table. 


Conſcience. 


ND is this all that is to be obſerved 
upon this occaſion ? 
rl, C#riſt. No : For after I have been made 
p|fartaker of theſe Myſteries and Tokens of 

* God's Love, I muſt, | 


het I. 


Bleſs God for the opportunity I have 
.q1.0ad of going with the Mulcicude to the 
Houſe of God, with the Voice of Joy and 
Praiſe, wich the Multicude which keeps . 
© | Holy-day. | 
JF I'muſt magnifie his Goodneſs, who 1o 
4 | loved the World, as to give his only Be- 
} gotten Son, to the end, that all thoſe 
that believe in him ſhould not periſh : 

I muſt ſummon my thoughes to enter 
into fome ſuch Meditation as this - 


Whence * 


. < , þ 4 . 
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- - Whenceisit, that the King of Kings 
. andthe Lord of Lords, in whole Eyes ttie 
very Anpels are not pure, ſhould come to 
viſit ſuch a Wretch asI ? O my Lord! To 
whom doſt thou ftoop ? What is.. that 
Creature, that thou boweſt thus low to? 
A Den of Thieves,an Habitation of Viper, 
a Veſſel of Diſhonour : O how often have 
I polluted my ſelf, even after thou haſt 
waſhed me! Is it poſſible that God will 
dwell in ſuch a polluted Houſe ? ls it poſ- 
ſible, that God will 'come and feaft;*and 
ſup, with ſuch -an unprofitable Servant! 
'O my Soul'! It is not only poflible, but 


thy Lord hath done it © day :* Thine| 


Eyes have feen the mighty Works of thy 
Redeemer. Thou hait ſeen him converſe 
to day wich a Wretch, that hath undone 
what God hath done, hath rendered him 
Evil for Good, and Hatred for , his Good- 
will. Thou haſt ſeen the Lord this day, 
vouchſafing to ſir with one who is full of 
Bruiſes and putrifying Sores, and thok 
not bound up, nor mollifted with Oinc 
ment. | : 4 i 

Alas, my Lord !I have abuſed the migh: 


ty Creator, to pleaſe a Murtherer af j 


.' fronced the great Preſerver of 'Men, | to 
pleite a Friend ; and undervalued hing;rhat 
call'd me to Salvation, to pleale an-ufir- 
ping 


pit 
| ha 
thi 
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gl ping Tyrant. I can give no reaſon why 1 - 


tie 
to 


have offended thee ; ſo unreaſonable a 


thing is Sin ; ahd chat which ſhould have 


kd me to Repentance, hath harden'd me 
2gainſ{t thee, even thy Goodneſs and Pa- 
tience 3 and could fair Weahter make me. - 
anfey * 

> What didſt thou ſee in me, Lord! that 
ſhould attract thee, and make thee leave 
the higheſt Heavens .to deſcend into.. an 
Abyſs of Miſery ? 

. O my Jeſus |: Water my Soul with the 


| Tears thou hat ſhed, anoint me with the 


Myrrh of thy Grief and Sorrow, ty.e me by 


'thy Bonds. let, thy Scourges ſoften my 


Heart, let thy Deriſions ſtrengthen ne, let 
thy Croſs raiſe. me 3 reign over me,' do 
with me what. ſeems good ro thy Power, 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs; O let me never de- 
part from thee :Ler not the Creature draw 
me more. than the Creator, Vanity more ' 
than Eternity, Miſery more than Felicity, 
Filthinels mo e chan Beauty, Slavery more 
thanGreatneſs, Bitterneſs more than Sweer- 


.nefs. My Bcloved is mine, and I am his'; 
he teeds among'tbe Lillies. O that thou 


wert.as my-Broihe- char ſuck'd the Breaſts 


of my Mother, 'I would kiſs thee, -yea,: I 
ſhould not be deſpiſed. 


,-OLo:rd! all my deſire is before thee;take 
. _ -aWway 


vl 


\ 
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away from me whatever doth diſpleaſc 


' thee. Give me an humble Heart, that] 


may be content to be counted as Dung for 
thy ſake. Give me an obedient Hearte,thac[ 
may be entirely guided by thee. Give mea 
ſtrong Heart, that I may chearfully bear 
whatever thy Hand lays upon me.Give me 
a tender Heare, that I may be kindly affe- 
-Rionare to my Neighbour. Give me a free 
Heart, chat nothing may hinder me from 
running to thee, Give.me a Heart of Fleſh, 
thac. I may love thee perfealy.. 
Praiſe ye the Lord,I will praiſe the Lord 


_ wich 'my whole Heart in the Aſſembly of 


the wk gh guage in the Congregation, The 
Works of the Lord are great,ſoughe out of 
all -fhem chat have pleaſure therein : His 


Work is honourable and glorious, and his 


Righteouſneſs endureth for ever. He hath 
made his wonderful Works to be remem- 
bred: The Lord is Gracious, and full of 
Compaſlion, he hath given Meat to them 
that fear him, he will ever be mindful of 
his Covenant ; he hath ſhewed his People 
the Power of his Works, that he may give 


© them the Heritage of the Heathen. The 


Works of his Hands are Vericy agd Judg- 
ment ; all his Commandments are ſure, 


they ſtand faſt for ever add evergand are 
done in Truch and Uprigheneſs. *Hefenc 


a Re- 
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Redemption to bis People, He hath com- 


out of the-Duſt,* and lifts the Needy out 
of the Dunghil, that he may ſec him witch 
Princes, everT with the Princes of his Peo- 
ple. Praiſe ye the Ro 

I muſt pray for the Congregation,and my 
Fellow Chriſtians, that do eat of the fame 
Bread,and drink of the ſame Cup wich me, 
that they may all be ſatisfied, as with Mar- 
row and Fatneſs, and their. Souls rhay live. 

I yuſt beg that none ofthem may receive 
the Grace of God in vain that they may 
keep and ſtand to the Conditions of the Co- 
venant they have made or 'renew'd with 
God, chat they may indeed fight for the fu- 
tureagainſt che World,the Fleſh and the De- 
vil,and be more than Conquerors, through 
him that loved them, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

My Love to Chrift muſt conſtrain me to 


wiſh and beg that every Man may love him, 


elſe he doth not appear cruly lovely co me. 
I muſt-intreat the Father of Mercies to 
diſpenſe his Spirit abundantly at this cime, 


that the love of Chriſt prevailing may pull 


down jn my fellow- Receivers all che ſtrong 
holds of iniquity,and all imaginations which 


gale themſelves againſt the. obedience of 


Chriſt Jeſus: That Chriſh may reign vito 


manded his Covenant for ever. Holy and 
Reverend is his Name : Heraifes the Poor 


Tc 
Co 


\ 


'Tiouſly in every one of them, live in theny 


act 
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| may I rejoice! Thou haſt given me'm 


at in them, .govern them by his Spirit 
that they may indeed bring forth the Fruity 
of the Spiric, Love, Joy, Peace, Good 
nels, Faith, Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, Tempe 
Tance, &c.- - $A 

I muſtbe importunate with. God to make 
them all partakers of the Benefits of Chriſt 
Death and Paſflion,even of that Paidon and 
Peace, and Salvation, he hath purchaſed 
and cauſe them to walk worthy of it, like 
Perſons that are ſenſible of the greatneſs 0 
the Favour, and the depth, and breadth 
and lengeh, and heighth of the Love o 
God, and conſequently may be fil*d with 
_ all the fulneſs of as 

III. | 

I muſt bethankful for che Honour I have 
, received at ſuch atime. I muſt lookrnpon' 
as more -than ordinary Preferment, «ha 
God hath vouchſafed me a place at his Ta 
ble; admitted me into the number of hi 
Children, made ms partaker of rhe Promi 
ſzs of the Goſpel, open'd his Boſfom to me, 
received me into Favour, afhtſted me with 
the Spiric, given me a Righc to the Tree oi 
_ Life; and viſited me with his Salvation. 

Here the Words of David may juſtly be 
applied : My Soul ſhall joy in thy ſtrength, 
. -O Lord; and in thy Salvation,how greatly 
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Hearts delire, and haſt not with-held the 
Regueſt of my Lips! thou haſt prevented me 
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witch the Bleſlings of goodneſs, thouſetteſt a 


I Crown of pure Gold on my Head. I ask'd. 


Life of' thee, and thou gaveſt me, even, 
'length ofdays for ever andever. My Glory 
-is great in thy Salvation, Honour and Ma- 

jeſty baſt thou laid upon me; for thou haſt 

made me bleſſed for ever. Thou haſt made 
me exceeding glad with thy Countenance: 


.. Therefore will I cruſt in the Lord, and, 


through the Mercy of the moſt High I ſhall 
not miſcarry : Thine hand ſhall find our all 
my Spit itual Enemies, thy right hand (hall 
firid out all thoſe that hate thee. Be thou 
exalied, Lord, in thine own Strength, fo 
we ting and praiſe > 

I muſt. go home rejoycing, and praiſing 
God.-. Praiſe is comely for the Upright 3 
the poor Cripple did ſo when he was heal- 
ed, and have not I far greater reaſon to do 
ſo? Behold, I am healed at this eime from. 


4 mine Infirmity, and ſhall not his Praiſe be 


'{till continually in my Mouth ? __ 
I muſt ſay in my Heart, my Soul doth 

magnifie the Lord, and my Spirit rejoices 
in God my Salvation; I will extol thee, - 


1 O God, my King, and I will praiſethy. 


Name for ever and ever. Every Day I - 
will bleſs thee, and praiſe thy Name for 
ever and ever. O, all ye that fear the Lord . 


J come, and [ will tell ye, what he hath 
1 done for my Soul. His Love hath over: - 


E 2 come 
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come my Corruption, his fervent. Charity 
my Coldneſs, his Goodneſs my Sins and 

__ - Follies. Except the Lord had been on my 

_ © *ſide, now mighe | ſay, it the Lord had not 

- been on my fide, when Temptations and 
Corruptions roſe up againſt me, then they 
had ſwallowed me up quick, when their 
Wrath was kindled againſt me, then the 
Waters had overwhelmed me, the. Stream 

had gone over my Soul : Bleſſed be the 
Lord, who hath not given me over as a 
Prey-unto their Teeth. My Soul is eſcaped 
as a Bird out of the Snare of the Fowler ; 
the Snare is broken, and I am eſcaped. My 
Help is in the Name of che Lord, who 
made Heaven and _ | 

Being made whole, I muſt for the future 
take heed, and fin wilfully no more: Having 
waſhed my Feet, I muſt not defile*em again. 
] muſt ſtand upon my watch, and ſhun thoſe 
occaſions which formetly led me into Sin. 

I muſt be cautious and airaid of an ill 
Word, as much as of an evil Action, and 
my very Thonghes muſt be purged from 
that Filth, that uſed to cleave to them. 

I muſt ſtrangle an evil ſuggeſtion in its 
Birth, and when I find any Motion riſing 
in my Mind, that looks like Envy,or Pride, 
or defire of Vain-glory ! or greedineſs afte 


PCArance. 
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the World, I muſt check it upon irs firſt ap: 
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_ wrong my iminoreal 


I muſt bid aF eternal farewel to unbelief 
and miſtruſt of God's Providence, .and:ſhun * 


thoſe ſinful Compliences. with Men, which _ 


heretofore I uſed co be guilty of. - | 

| mult not only watch againſt groſſerSins, 
and ſuch as Jzws and Heachens can avoid, 
but againſt che ſecret Diſorders and Errors +: 
of my Heart, which none ſees but God, 
who is over all, Welles tor evermore. 

I muſt frequently compare my Actions 
and Behaviour with the Vow and Promiſe, 
and folemn Reſolution I have made in the 
Holy Sacrament, whether my Deportment 
be agreeable co choſe Engagements ; whe- 
ther I ſtand in awe of thoſe Vows and Pro» 
miſes; and whether they inflaence my 
'l houghts, and. Words, and Practices 3 whe- 
ther my hatred of . Sin encreafſes, and my 
love to Holinefs grows ſteady and unmova- 
ble; whether I check my felt, upon feeling 


an Inclination or Propenſity to a ſinful A& _ 


with fuch Thoughts as thele ; | 

Is this the effect of my late Vow? Is 
this to ſtand to the Covenant [ lately made 
wich God ? Is it poſlible I can be fo perfi- 
dious as to brexk wich God? Hath the Croſs 


of Chriſt fo little power. with -me ? Shall 


;t not reſtrain me fiom ſuch a 'Sin as this ? 
fooliſh Creature | Shall a little Profit, or 
Plealure cemprt. me to picaty the Devil, and 

oul? I am cied by a 
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ſolemn -Promiſe, made in a moſt folemn 


Place, by a Promiſe made to God, by a Pro- 


miſe fealed with the Blood of Jeſus, not to 
do it; and ſhallT preſume to do it, or hope 
for Pardon atter this Preſumption. 

I muſttake notice, whether the Thonghts 
of Chriſt's Death make my Pallions weak; 
whether they leſſen the heat of them; whe- 
ther they repreſs their fierceneſs; whether 


they work in me that Contempt. of the 


World, which was fo ſignal in my dear 
Lord and Mafter. | : 

. I muſt ever and anon look how my 
Graces thrive, whether no Weeds grow a- 
mong them that are like to choke the 
wholſome Herbs. ah 


I muſt now ſtudy Self denial, even in 
things lawful, and that ſeem to have no 
harm in them : Selt-denial in Eating and 
Drinking, in my Cloaths, in my Recreati- 
ons, in my Time, in my Diſcourſes, in my 

ie, in my Reading, in my Profir, in my 
Eaſe, and in my Sleep. 

I muſt now take heed I do nnr ext and 
drink to Satiery, but labour ſtill co rife 
from my Meals wich an Appetite. 

I muſt how and then humble my Soul with 
-. a Religious Faſt, and many times forbear 
- Eating of that Diſh I have moſt mind co, 
© bring my fenſual Deſires into order. 

I mult not imitate every vain faſhion _ 
| other 
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other People uſe, but muſt be very modeſt- 
and decent in my Garb, and, having means 
and opportunities to buy me betrer, - re- 
ſerve that Money, I would have laid put 
upon a richer Suir, for pious Uſes. J.*- 

's I muſt not think every Recreation Ilaw- 
- Fful, becauſe it's commonly uſed. by Men, 
- [who are none.of the worſt. I] muſt..noc 
r encourage the Vanity of Men and Women, 
2' that are in love with Stage Plays by my 
r Example; as being things 1 abjured in my 
Biptiſm : But my Recreation muſt be ſuch 
7 þ as may fit me tor Spiritual Devotions, 

| muſt not ſpend my time, as ſome lux 
> | rious and idle People do, in needleſs and 
complemental Viſitsz in playing at Cards 
and Dice; but in Words and Actions, ard 
| Diſcourtes that may be uſeful and profiea- 
| | ble either to the Souls or Bodies of my Fa- 
mily, and my Neighbours, | 

I muſt not cenſure or judge my Neigh- 
bours raſhly in my Speeches and Diſcourſes; 
and not be eafily drawn to give a Verdi& 
or Judgment ot People, EXCcept it- be in 
their Praii2 and Commendation, it they do 
delerve it, 

| muſt not give my ſelf too great Liberty 
in jeſting 3 but torbear blurting out a witty 
Saying, if it be ſmurty or abuſive, or any 
way prejudicial co my Neighbours Gredit 
and Repucation. Gs 

I muſt not give my ſlf to reading ofRo- 

E 4. . mances 
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” mances, and ſuch Books as ſerve to render 
the Mind vain, and the. Aﬀ/teRions looſe, - 
and regirdlefs of ſpiritual Things. * 1 

I-muſt expreſs my Gratitude to God,,for { 
the Temporal Gain and Profit his Hand || * 

 Tends me, by conſecrating ſome pa't of itto 
good Ules; nor muſt I be fond'of that Pro- || * 

fir, which ariſeth from undermining my F 
Neighbour. 

I muft not ftudy the exſe of my Fleſh 
much ; bur gake opportunities to uſe ir to | 
ſome Hardſhips, that it may become more Mo 
obedient to my Reaſon. | F 

I muſt not ſtay at my Sport ſo long as 
my ſenſual Appetite inclines me, but uſe on- 


Iv ſo much of it, as may render me ſervicea- x 

ble to Gad and Man. p 

SB "= © & or» MA , 
the abſolute Neceſſity of living np. to 

the Rules aforeſaid. | : ; 

0 | { 

| —, Conſcience. Li 

37 NDg&oft thou verily believe, thac this & 


tis the way to eternal Lite ? | 
* 'Chriſt. Yes, certainly: tor thi, is the way || Þ 
that the primitive Bzlievers walk'd in! They 
did not think that Heaven was to be gain'd 
ata cheaper rate, ani! why ſhould I? Thus 7 
 , did the Apoſtles, thus did theic Followers, 
- and without ſuch Selt-denial, they cho:1ghe 
TL. . tt.e's 
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there was no arriving to' Happineſs. 'Be- 
lides, this is moſt agreeable to the Precepts 
of the Goſpel ; and why-ſhould I chink that 
I may be ſaved anocher way, than God him- 
ſelf hath appointed ?” = 5 

Conſc. If thou art perſuaded that this is 
the way, Lord, why doſt thou not ſet about 
ic? Why art chou fo loath to come co it? 


Why doſt thow ad ſo contrary to it, when 


every moment thou art in danger of death, 
and upon thy death thir depends Eternity. 


' Chriff, © this baſe, this wicked World 


hinders me, the i}} Examples of my careleſs. 
Neighbows, care or getting's Livelihood, 
the many Croffes and Ditappointments'F 
meet with, hopes of having more timehere- 
afcer, the compiny 1 converſe with, the 
People I have to deal wich,fear of want,and 
the Calling and Condition I am in,are fuch 
Impediments I' know not how co ſhake off; 
Con/c, Is it nor potiible to live in che 
World, and to keep thy ſelf unſported 
from it? It it bs not, live a Beggar rather 3 
live deſpiſed ; live contemptible, live dit- 
regarded by ali Men, rather than not en- 
ter inca theſe everlaſting Joys. . Shall a. 
pleaſanr ſinful Lite hinder chee from the 
everlaſting Enjoyment of God ? Shall che. *. 

Fawnings and Applauſes of Men hinder 
thee from the eternal Applauſe of Angels? 
Think, if thou wercAtanding at the Great 
Tribunal, trembling art the eternal Fhor- 
= Exy rop 
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ror thou art in danger of; chink whether 


thou would'ft not wiſh, that thou had'ſt 


lived in Caves and Holes, poor, deſticure, 
affliaed for a few years, rather than have 
come to this miſerable end 2 Why ſhould 
the. Examples of thy careleſs Neighbours 


move thee, when thou knoweſt there are: 


but few that will be ſaved ? Canſt not thou 
get a Livelihocd, except thou arc coverons 
and greedy after the Glories of the World ? 
If thou canſt but get Food and Raiment, 
content thy ſelf; and.that moſt cercainly 


thou wile ger, if thou ait induſtrious in 
. thy lawful Calling, and dareſt but trvtt. 


God. Croflzs, Lofles, and Dilappoinr- 
ments are neceſlary for tree, to drive 
thee from Earth to Heaven; and if all 
this while thou doſt not loſe thy Soul, thou 
art fate enough. Do but lcok upon thy Soul 
as worth more than a thouſand Worlds, 
and none of theſe things will deje& thee. 


3 Thy hopes of having time to repent hereat- 


ter, 1s a meer cheat; and if thou truſt to 
that, chou wilt never be ſaved. A Spiritual 
Life is a thing of Labour and Pains, and 
Circumſpe&ion : and canſt thou'be fo filly, 
-asto think a few carelels Prayers will at aſt 
plant it in thee? Alas? Theſe are childh 
Reaſonings. The Company thou conver- 
ſeft wichal, if they are thy Bane, muſt be 
ſhaken off, whatever comes on't. There is 
no dallying ina thing of this Conſequence ;; 


and 


- 
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ind if other Men will poifon themſcIves, 
why -ſhould'ft thou ? Let the People thou. - 
dealeſt with be never fo bad, ' that's no Ex-' 
ample for. thee to follow. It they are un- * 
reaſonable, why ſhouldſt thou loſe chy Wits, 
and-chy Salvation for their ſakes? 1t they. 
cheat or abuſe thee., they do themletves 


more wrong than .thee ; nor wiil thy fu- 


ming and fretting at them,convert,or bring 
them into a better Temper. Why thouldſt- 
thou be afraid of Want, when thou doſt 


[| not fee a Bird ſtarve, or die, for want of- 


Food ? And can want he grievous, when 
the Author and Captain of thy Salvation 
was in Want,and his Followers were ſo too, 
and yet did live. in Heaven ? Eicher th 
Calling is honeſt or diſhoneſt ; it diſhoneſt, | 
and an inevitable occaſion of ſinning, a-. 
way with it,and turn Plow-man or Servant, 
rather chan live in it : It honeſt, do not in- 
volve thy ſelf in, too much Bulinefs; for 
that will certainly hinder chee from | fre- 
quent Prayer and Mzditation, and looking 
atter the Concerns of thy Soul: And as for 
Neceſlarizs, thy God will not ſuffer thee to 
want them. 

Life up thine Eyes, look upon this World ; 
The greateſt part of the Men chou leeſt, 
will certainly be cternally miſerable. Why 
ſhouldeft thou. venture with chem ? Dolt 
thou think that howling with them at laſt, 
will give thee any Comfort ? There is a 

Prize 


\ 
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Prize put into thy Hand, why ſhould'ſt 
' thou flight ic, and lament thy contempt for 
ever ? NegleR'not the. preſent time : Do 
not let this opportunity flip: Thy God 
waits for thee: Come in, betore the Door 
be ſhut, believe in gocd earneſt, and no- 
thing will ſeem difficule. 


Chriſt. T am convinced ; 1 yield I have. 


nothing to fay againſt all this. Great God ! 
help me : draw me after thee-and [ will 
. run. Up, up, my lazy, idle, flzeping Soul | 
Open chine Eyes ; put on Reſolution ; waſh 
away thy Filth ; ſhake off thy Priſon-Gar- 
ment gird up thy Loins; make haſte, run 
- to God, break the Chains of Sin, and pre- 
ſent thy Heart to the Living God, Lifc up 
thine Eyes; look into Heaven ; liſten with 
thine Ears; view the Holy Angels, heark- 
en to their Hallelujah's ; chaſe away thy 
Darkneſs; cleanſe thy ſelf; become an hum- 
ble.Spouſe of the Lord Jeſus ; feed chy felf 
wich his Beauty, kiſs him wich the Lips of 


'. Faith ; make him thy Darling, receive him 
-.- Into thy Boſom 3 quench thy Thirſt with 


his Blood ; hold him faſt 3/ do not let him 
go3 fing his Praiſes ; admire his Love ; meet 
him by Repentance z * keep him by Holy 
Fervors; Honour his Name; dare to ſpeak 
for him'3 be not aſhamed of him 3- confeſs 
him before Men, and he will confeſs thee 
' before his Father and his Holy Angels. 
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thy Charity ! How have 1 trelpaſſed upon 


PRAYERS. 
| AND 
DEVOTIONS 


To be uſed Before and After Receiv- 
ing the Holy Sacrament of the 


-LUKDS SUPFEEMK 


—— 
— 


- | BENE 
A Confeſſion to be ſaid by way of Pre- 


paratzon, 


Thou great Creator, Redeemer and 

Sanctifher of Men! When I refie&t 
upon my Lite, how contrary to thy holy 
and wholſom Laws, how unlike the Lives 
of thy Saints, how unworthy of thy Mer- 
cies and Favours it hath been, how can I 
forbear bluſhing ! How can I forbear. pro- 
ſtrating my felf before thee! How can I for- 
bear falling into the humbleſt Poſtures my 
Soul and Body is capable of! How have I 
abuſed chy Goodneſs/How have-I affronced 


y 


,. thy. 
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thy Patience l, How have I reſiſted thy ten-' 
der Caifs.! .How haſt thou waiced for me, 
- while I have been ſtubborn! How haſtthou Fn: 
courted me, while I have bzen vain!' How fat 
| haſt thou careſs'd me, while I have been 
carelefts! How deep ougke my Contrition to || th 
be! How profound my Sorrow ! Hg pro- | al 
fuſe mv Tears: = le 
I have mourned-for a dead Corps; I have Ie 
wept for a deceated Relation ; I havegrie- | m 
ved to fee the Body of my Friend lett with- 11 
Out a Soul: Yer have not mourned for God's 
departing from me, nor wept for the dead- |! 
nefs of.-my Heart, nor grieved to ſes my |?! 
ſelf deprived of thy Grace and Mercy.'. - Þ 
- OC myLad!lfſze mv Folly, I perceive. he 
have gone aſtray, I am lenſible L have diſho- I! 
noured thee: How Giffereht do my Sins ap- 
pear to me now, from what they did be- | 8: 
fore | They look-more diſmal, more dread- L 
fal, more bloody, than oncethey did! Now I ©! 
] would moftirn, now I would take on for |" 
chem, now 1 would deplore'them ! * mM 
: O couch this froz:n Heart, that it may i 
*. "melt! O Jeſu! Look upon theſe Eyes of J*' 
mine, that they may flow with Water! O, | 1 
behold me from the Crofs, that I may weep © 
- bitterly ? There is hopes, that if I mottrn, ; 
ſhali b2'comforred; it | weep, I. ſhall [2 
lavth at laſt; it I giieve, I ſhall rejoyce. ** + 
Pp 


Q, my GoY, I long to hear thy joyful 
Voice ; Be of good cheer thy Sins are forgiven 
a ” pace ! 
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 - [power inthe greateſt weaknels, thy great- 
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thee! Flong«o rejoyce in thee! I Tong to 
be bleſſed with the 'Lipght of thy Counte- 
nance! But che Sun will not ſhine ont, ill 
aiter- the Rain. 

O, then water this Face of mince, ſpeak 
the Word, bid the Waters flow,bid penitenti- 
al Showers enrich this barren Ground, and 
lee mefeel thy warmer Beams; thy Love will 
refreſh me,thy Preſence will revive me, and 
my Garments of Heavinelſs will be turn'd 
into Garments of Praiſe and Exultation. 

O, my Jeſus ! thou didſt hang naked on 
the Croſs, that I might be deck*d with thy 
purple Robes! Thou waſt wounded, that T 
might be healed! O, heal me, and I ſhall 


{be healed ! Come, deareſt Phyfician, and 


thy Servant ſa3ll be whole. 

Behold, Lord ! Here ccmes a poor Prodi- 
eal, quaking.and trembling to thy Throne. ! 
| come from a, far Country, from the Land 
of Darknefs, from the Borders of the burn- 
ing Lake,from the Frontiers of Hell. 1 come 
miſcrable and naked !J come begging,thart . 
thou wouldſt pur a Ring upon, my, Finger, 
and betroth me to thy ſelf in Righteouſneſs. 
The Requeſt is bold, but"thy ſelf giveſt en- 
couragement tOit, ' | | 
* T have no Merit, I can plead no Deſert. 
Here thou ſeeſt nothing bur filghy "Rags. 
©, throw thy Mantle over me. ] have heard 
thac <þowloveſt to manifeſt thy greateſt 


eſt 


\ 
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eſt Strength in the greateſt Infirmity., I 


| have heard, thou loveſt to ſpread thy Skijts | 
over thoſe that are deſticute, and-affli Red, 
that -are caſt abroad; have no Eye to p! ty, 
them, and know not where to addreſs 
themſelves for relief. Thou haſt promiſed. | 
co ſuch, to open Rivers for them in high 
Places, and Fountains in the midſt of Val-' 

leys. When the needy and thirſty ſeek for. 
Water, thou, the God of //rae! wilt not for- 

ſake them. 

 . Omy Lord! If Miſery b2 a*mortive to 
Mercy, here thou ſeelt ic in the higheſt de- 
gree | Whit mighty, what marvellous things 


haſt chou done for me! Yer have I run a-. 


way from thee! What haſte have I made 
"to gec ouc of thy ſight! How afraid bave I 
been of ſerving thee! Thou haſt been my 
greateſt Fiiend, and I have uſed thee like an 
Enemy ! How have I ſhunn'd thy Counſle!s, 
"asSit they had. been big wita Death and 
Thunder ! 

Ab, tooliſh Creature! How havel Rs 
ſaken thee, the Fountain of living Waters! 
how tond have I been ot broken Ciſterns?! 


how enamourcd with muddy Puddles! Ah, 


my Father, how didſt thou pity me ; how 
didſt thou bewail my blindneſs! With what 
 ſo;rowfal Eyes didft: thou look upan. my 
wilfulnefs'! Bzbold, my Lord ! l doreturn;4 
. return, that'l may look upon theeyÞretarn, 


thac thou may'ſt look upon me ; "I retord,” 


A 
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Prayers and Devotions 


< os | 
: [ O,*do thou rejoyce over me! O, let there 
1 [be joy in the Preſence of thy Holy Angels 


d, I over this Sinner who repents ! | 
| Tamcroublet,T amexceedingly troubled, 
>(5/ "'TkS | | 
-15 | chat I have made no anſwerable returns .to 


OT 


ec] thy Lovez that thy Grace hath been be- 


[1 
t 


- IJ ha ch'been thrown away upon fucha wretch. 
NJ Oh, the Baſeneſs | Oh, the Ingraticude ! 
i- | Oh, che Diſfingenuity that I have been guil- 
ty of! Thou haſt been my greateſt Bene- 
on factor !' How freely , how lovingly, how 


ſtowed upon me in vain ; that thy Mercy 


| 


55 | reſifted thy Power, deſpiſed: thy Wiſdom, 
a" undervalued thy Goodneſs ! 

le Thou wouldſt have torn down my ſtrong 
I Halds of Iniquity, and I would not; thou 
Y | wouldft have taught me my Duty to God 
1] and Man, and I refuſed it; thou. wouldſt 
* | have made me Holy as thou art Holy, and 
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| 


} 
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I ſcorn'd it. 

Ungrateful Worm! Dol thus reward the 
Lord my Ged! Could I recompenſe ſuch 
Mercies with\ſ:ch Sins! Such Favours with 
ſuch groſs Negleas! .Thy Condeſcenfion 


j with Pride ! Thy Humiliation with Envy! 
Thy Love with Anger ! 'Thy Bounty with- 


flighe- and flovenly Performances! Thy 
Readineſs to relieve me. with Diſobedi- 
ence! Thy Charity with contempt of my 


Neigbour! Thy Bleflings with” Revenge! 
Thy Berefics. wich averlenels from Vartue- . 


and 


candidly haſt thou viſited me! Yet I have - 


\ p 2 # 
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and” Gopdneſs! Thy Munificence with 
Variity ! And the Showers of thy Grace 
with Earthly-mindedneſs! - 


- 


Ah! How are my Sins multiplied” How 


like a heavy Burden are thzy become, too [| 


heavy for me to bear ! But Oh,my God' thy 


Mercy is over all thy Works! Thy Mercy 


15 greater than my Sins! My Sins have taken 
hold apon me! What ſhall I do; Iam a bur- 
den to my ſelf: I am bow'd down with the 
weight of my Tranſgreſtions. Whither, © 
my Lord, ſhould Il go, but to thee, who 
teedeſt the Hungry, who loofeſt the Pri- 
ſoners, who giveſt ſight to the Blind, who 
raiſeſt them that are bow'd down. 

Thou haſt pity on Sinners, thou conver- 
feſt wich them, thou eateſt with thems re- 


ceive me graciouſly, love tne freelyz think | 


upon thy Mercy. think upon thy Blood; 
think upon thy Tears and accept of me : 
I am ſurrounded with Dangers, encom: 
prize with Enemies, encircled with helliſh 


Monſters; yet in the midtit of theſs Pret- 


ſures 1 hear thee, ſaying, Come to me all-ye, 
who are weary, and heavy laden. , 

Shall 1 hide my ſelf, as 4dam did 11 Pa- 
radile! Shall this Word tright me away ? 
Shall I refuſe tro_come, when thou callelt in 


| this ſtill Voice! No, no, I will conteſs my 


Tranſgrefiion, and t 
Iniquity of my Sin. - : 
I will harden my Heart no more; T will 


hou wile forgive the 


tuing 


> 


urn a deaf Ear to: thee no, more, I will. 
and out no lohger ; T will refiſt chy Light 
olonger ; I willgrieve thee no more;I will 
Mict and vex thy Holy Spirit no more. 
" O, infinite Goodneſs! O, wonderful 
Love! though with the- Publican I dare 
not tift up my Eyes to Heaven, yet with the 
humble 24agdalen, I will come behind thee 
weeping, and waſh thy Feet with my Tears, 
and kifs chem. 

O, let me hear the bleſſed News of Par- 
don from thy Moutch.! Thou cameſt Lord, 
thou cameſt, not to call the Righteous, but 
dinners to Repentancez and of thee I am 
ET | 

If thou wilt converſe. with Sinners, here 
is one that wants hy Help, and that ſtands 


in need of thy Cure, full of Diſeaſes, full of 


Sores, full of Weakneſs, full of Ertors, fullof 
[Infirmities, a Prodigy of Frailty. 

Here, Lord, here is work for thy ſtrong. 
Hand, and for thy mighty Arm: In this 


Heart are Devils that muſt be expell'& by 


ty Power. Stretch forch thy Hand and 
lave me. ' 7 

'Here is an Obj:& to exerciſe thy Om- 
nipotent Hand upon. My Cure requires 
Miracles : [t's no ordinary Virtue that will 
ſet'me to rights again. Thou,thou, O Lord, 
nuſt eome and ſtrike chy Hand over the 
lore place, and my Leprolie will be gone, 
Thy Prophet cries; by thy Order, Return 


wn. 
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wnto the Lord your God, for he i Gracious and] 


SS 


Merciful, flow to Anger, and repents bim of the 
evil' I belizve, Lord ! I believe ; my Heart 
15 wounded within me. I come, I come.. 
Father, I have ſinned againſt Heaven,and 
before thee,and am no more worthy to be 
called thy Son ; make me as one of thy 
hired Szrvants. But then | deſire no other 
hire, no other Wages bur thy ſelf : Thoy 
art exceeding great Reward. 
Oh ! How bitter a thing it is to forſake 
- thee! What have I got by offending thee! 
- What - have I gained by ſinning *agaiuſt 
thee ! Nothing bur Shame and Horror, and 


Trembling, and Confuſion. | 

Darkneſs hath covered me, the ſhadou 
of Death hath fali&fhpon me ? Whar fruit 
had I then in thoſe things whereot I am 
now aſhamed! My Soul hath been diveſted 
of her [ſnnocence, her Joy, her Peace, her 
Comforc, and her Satisfaction. 

And O my Jeſus, didſt not thou ſtand my 
Friend. now! Great Mediator, didſt not 
thon ſtand in the Gap now, and piead tor 
me:. O my Redeemer, did{t not chou in- 
tercede_tor me, I mult be proſticuced, and 
"expoſed to eternal Laughter and Deriſion ! 
Good Lord ! How piciful, how wretch- 
ed, how trivial, how impercinent, how 11- 
conſiderable was that Pleaſure, that. Pro 
fic,” thac thing, for which 1 did «affronc #nd 


. 


diſhonour thee + --. - 


Whenj 
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Atwere able to contain themſelves, and not 
*- ſvindicate there Maſter's Honour, which they 
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be 


| look'd up to xbee, and thou had, relppad 
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, When 1 16ok upon the Creatures, | either 
bove, or below; I wonder, how they 


aw abuſed by me ; I wonder they did not 
fall upon me, and cruſh me into Perdition, 
when they ſaw how bold, how preſumptu- 
ous this Caitiff was ! 

O, my Lord! For this my Sonl ſhall 
mourn in'fecret ; even for this, that I have 
not lov'd thee better, that I have not ſoughe - 
thee more, that I have not approached thee 
with greater Venerartion ! 

Henceforward, Lord,if all the Pleaſures, - 
all the Riches,all the-Honors of this World, 
were concencered in the Sin 1 formerly li- 
ved in, it Chould be no Temptation to me» . 
I] would tear the Tyrant out of its Seat : It 
ſhould uſurp thy place no more: I would 
pull ic bur of its Throne, it: ſhould find no 
barbour in me: Thy Love ſhould conſtrain 
me to part with it. Iwill crucifie thee no 2 
more. | have erampled too long upon thy 
Mercy. I will makelight of it no more.- 

O,my Jeſus! remember thy Agonies, re- 
member thy Pain, remember chy Sufferings, 1 
remember thy Death, and forger-my Sins. _:; 

Thy Servant David cry d once, 1 have: : 
ſoned, and thou didit preſenety:.take ;away 
his Sin. +. My ſighing is not -hid{from thee., © 
O,do not hide thy Fac: fronnie !-Manaſſeb 4 


» 
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O give earto my Prayer too, that goes not 
out of feigned- Lips! The *'Njrevites hun 
bled themſelves, and thou walt intreated,O 
repent thy ſelf of the Evil thou haſt ſaid 
thou wouldft do unto me, and do it not. Pe 
ter wept, and thou gaveſt him a gracious 
Look. Fwater my Couch with my Tears; 
O ſmile upon me too,and ſay, 7 have redeem: 
ed thee, thou art mine. © 

I love thee, O Lord, and would have 
every Creature love thee. I would have 
all things that have Breath praiſe the Lord, 
I would have every Creature ſhew tarth thy 
Glory! | 

Thou haſt loved me from all Eternity 
Was ever ſuch Love heard of as'thine was! 
to come trom the Manſions of the Bleſſed, 
into a Vale of Tears, to advance ſuch a 
Creature from Death to Life Eternal ! Thou 
haft made' my Death a harmleſs, nay, a 
gainful thing. 

Thy Croſs hath re&ified all ; there was 


Meal, and didſt {weeten all. O, blot out 
the very Footſteps of my Sins, and ſer me 
as a Seal upon thine Heart 3 ſo will I give 
thanks in the great Congregation, my Lips 
ſhall praiſe thee. RES. 
.O, my Life! T1 would prefer thee above 
all chy Creatures /\F would look upon all 
theſe ourward Comforts as a Drop in che 


chelſe, 
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theſe, as the ſmall: Duſt in the Ballance ; 
on thee ; as the Rock of Ages. 
- I would love thee with all my Heart, 
I would love thee more than-:ny ſelf: O, 
that my whole Mind were urfited to thee! 
O, that I might know nothing. fave Jeſus 
Chriſt, and him erucified ! O, that all the 
Powers of my Soul might embrace thee ! 
O, that I might ſeek thy Glory with ſtrong- 
er. Deſires than Worldlings do their Wealth, 
or the Covetous the increaſe of their, In- 
comes! O, that I could adhere unto thee. 
inſeparably ! 

O, withdraw my Heart from every e- 
vil way ! Incline my Heart co all Geodnelſs : 
Let not my AfﬀeRtions be henceforth cor» 


| rupted wich Love of the Creature: Let me. .: 
not be weary of loving thee : Let nothing * 


overcome my Love, let nothing damp it. 


O, enable me to ſay, Who ſhall ſeparate me ©» 
from the Love of. God ? O, draw my. Saul” 7: 
with Cords of Love, with this Love wound * *: 
'and pierce my Heart, 'and make it. ſick, 


that it-may inſatiably long for thee! O, I 


could love thee without-ceafing, love thee ©: 


withour Bounds, love thee without mea- 
ſure !: O, let my Soul mele with this Fire ! 
And purge away that Filth which doth. fo 
eaſily beler 'me ! "1 
Take'away from me all that dath dif- 


Pleaſe thee; refine in. me all chat pleaſes * 
:thee 3 be chou ever preſent with me, live * 
jf R . | in | 
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Trajers and Devotions. 


. 3a me, thou Fountain of Life ; and let me 
ive in'thee, and let that Charity vein me 
which ſuffers longyandis kind ; which en}; 
. vies not, which vaunceth not ic elf, which 
15*not pufe' up, which doth not behave Tt c 
-felf unſeemly, ſeeks nor her own, is not ea-ſ1 
fily provoked, thinks no Evil, rejoyces notÞ 0 
* Mn Iniquity, but rejoyces in the Truth, bears ; 
-all chings, believes- all chings, hopeth ally .: 
things, endureth all chings, chrough Jeu; 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer for Faith. M 
OO Thou, from whom every good andy u; 
perfect Gift deſcends, who giveſt to p 
all Mets liberally, and upbraideſt not thou - 
* calleſt, Seek ye my Face; thy Face, Lord 
© will I ſeek Thou haſt ſaid, O Lord, thy © 
Mourh hath ſpoken it, if ye had but Fait | 
a5a grain of Muſtard-ſfeed,ye ſhould ſay un h 
> to this Mountain, be thou removed, and It 
j !- eaſt i intothe Sea, and ir ſhould obey you. 
OO rhyLord! I have Rocks to be diſplac'dJ?" 
- "Mountains to be'remov'd, vaſt Loads to beJ2* 
Lfrecd: from ;'/Rocks of Unbelief, Mountain ter 
"of Sinz\Loads of Iniquity ! Oh, lend me th po 
EIR Hand. 
None can give relief, none.can ſuccourfy 
necan do me any good, but thy 
gw-dark, how dull, how 'doybcful "is 
th! ſomeciines it blazes, chen ic Fes hol 
Us again, ſometime it's vigorous, 02.1 
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I believe in Sun-thine, and :faint-iti a Storm : 
Somerimes I ger a fight of thy Gloty, rhen I loſe 
«-aghity- 7 Eh V SY2:; 

Oh, how' uneven is my Faith / When thy Can- 
dle ſhines over my Head, and I waſh my Feet in 


Butter, I believe ; but where is my Faith in the 
dark, when the-Fig-rree doth not blofſym, when 
there is no Fruit in the Vine, when the labour of 


the Olive doth fail ! O how ir YKnks art fuch 


times ! O, how weak ir grows ! Lord, I believe, 
help my. Unbelief. 

G rhou Son of Righteouſneſs, thou bright 
Morning Star, thou mighty Star of. Facob, ſhine 
upon: me, ſhine upon this dark Soul of mine, 
preſs in by thy piercing Beams, ſcatter the Clouds 
of my Unbelief ; diſpel thoſe Miſts, as, Chaff is 
driven away by the Wind, ſo dcive them away, 
O thou Holy One of 1/ael. 


I believe, bur my Faith doth. not rouze- 
me frow my Spiritual Slumber ; I believe, 


but my Faith doth not overcome ditficulties, 
I believe, but my Faith doth not put menp- 
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244 0n Self denia} ; [ believe, but my Faith doth 
not engage me to that cautiouſneſs of of- 
: {fending thee, which js neceſſary eo Salva- 


qgtion ; 1 believe,but my Faith'doth not make 
me laborious, doth not make me ſtrive, and. 
fght, and work, :and-enter in ac the ſtrait ©. 
-SGace 31 do pot believe as if [ ſaw. +: 4 
My Faith is not che ſubltancs of. things 


11h 


toſeen.T do not repreſent the future 


omy Mia io ſuch lively Characters; as f | 


"ÞM were pretentco thy ſigh, I feem'co re. 


' 


lloyce:in thy Promiſes ; but when: T at'ra” 
I F * - Apply 


wn | 
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- apply them, what Doubts, what Scruples, 
what Perplexities ariſe in my Mind! 

I believe thou haſt overcome Death! yet 

. how dolI tremble at its approaches! I be 

Heve thou art preſent with me in AfiiQion, 

yet how often do I loſe thy Image ! I be- 


from Heaven to reveal to me thy Father's 

Will; yet I do not fo readily obey it as 1 

would ! I believe, but am too often over- 
come by. a Paſſion, too often by a Temp- 

tation, too often by the World ! 

O, my Lord! give me an a&tive Faith, a 
"working Faith, a vigorous Faith, -a lively 


"may oblige me to ſhake off all Dulneſs, all 


E.. -Drowſinefs, all Lazineſs, and which may 


> make me awake to Righteouſneſs. | 
.- Give mea Faith that may ſurmount- all 


” 


Bear, no Lion in the way. Give me a Faith 
+ . that may make me bold as a Lion, courage: 
F , ousin-Danger, reſolute in the greateſt Tri- 
- - als, and, magnanimous under. the greateſt 
* Burdens. A Faith I want, which may make 
}-, all that is within me, ſtoop to the : Yoke ot 
E Jeſus, which may croſs my Fleſh and Blaod, 
-  Crucifie my vain Deſires, and daſh mine in- 
_ ordinate Affe&ions. lit 


ling 
k cf s 
_— : / - 
VT 9 So 


lieve, my deareſt Lord, that thou cameſt 


_ Faith, an effeRual Faith ; a Faich which 


Z Hardſhips, may be afraid of nothing of no: 


' - _ O: give me a Faith which may make! 
me tender of- hy Glory, loth to: do any} 
#ing chat inay be offenſive to thee, unwil- 


, 


A; 


- 
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Salvation with fear and trenibling\ a Faith 
that'may look into  Eternity,: furvey the?. 

Glorious Manſions prepared'by the Son of 

God, live there, and converſe "there, and*, 
draw Comforts and Confolations from that” 
Perfetion of Glory ; a Faith-which may 
live upon'thy Promiſes, lay hold on, them 
in deſpight of ay and elaim them 
as my. Heritage for ever ;- a Faith which: 
ay look Death in the Face, defie its'Pow-: 
er, ſupport it ſelf with Chriſt's Vietory, and- 
ſing with Triumph over it\, Oh, Death 1 
Where « thy Sting ? A Faith which may make ' 


JAfﬀidtions eafie;gmy Burden light;and fiveet-/ 


en all:my Troubles, a Faith which may-pu-* 


C 
, Corr upt-me, no-Hereſie deceive meno falls } 
| SS 2: - _ Fire. 


rifie my Heart, conſtrain me to Obedience, 


and compel me to a chearful running atthy -- | 


Command and Order; a Faith which may 
controul all my Lufts, check my-inordinate . 
Deſires, bear down 41 before it; ſer-up the- 
Lord Jeſus in my. Soul,apd'make every-imas'- 
gination ſubje& to him Who. muſt reigns till? 
he hath put all Enemies anger his Feet. "1 . 
-Obleiſed Light! which enlighteneſt eve-: 
1y'Man that comes into the World ! Dire! 


-Jmy Steps; illuminate my Underſtanding, * 


hew-me the way I muſt walk'in, thatno! 
Ertor may miſlead me; no;falſe 'Dodtrine! 


Ws 
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lingtoiſpteaſe thee,cheAuthor of my being.* |} 
Give me a Faith which may oblige metro”. _- : 
lobour in thy Vineyard, and work out*tmy- ' ' 


bt? $ 
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"rogers hg ; ſtretch forth thy Hard, 
and hold thou up my Goings in thy Path, 
, thatlI may get ſafe to my Journeys end. 
' »4 am a. Traveller and Pilgrim. here, go 
thou, before me, and. Þ'll follow thee 3 lead 
me through this barren Wilderneſs, and 
leave me not till I enter into Canaan. 

It is not, Lerd;. of him that Runs; nor of 
him that Wills, but. of thee who ſheweſt 
Mercy. ,As Fleſh and' Blood covid not 
have r. vealed theſe things unto me, fo thou 
alone muſt enable 'my Faich- ro quench all 
the fiery Darts of the Devil. Ariſe, O God, 
and.let thine Enemies be ſcattered. 

'O, how am | heholden to 'thee /” What 

_ Thanks, whar Prajles do. I owe thee, that 
- thou haſt call'd me to the Light of thy Go- 
} Afpel! Tharthou haſt diſcovered to methoſz 
Lrrors, which Perſons of other Religions in 
the World lie involv*d in! That I have }i- 
/berty to read thy Word, to peruſe ie, and to 
know 'the- things belonging to my Peace ! 
* *Fhou haſt not dealt. fo wich other Perſons; 
.and as tor thy  Judgmencs, they have nor 
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known them, 
- -, Bur whac will this Knowledge profit me, 
if my Practice be not ſuitable, or my Beliet 
ſtrong and firm, and vigorous? I tremble 
ro:think,, how many. Thouſands are like fo; 
peridh- for want of this Faith ; Ah? how. 
” few dobelicve in good.carneſt | How few' 
' believe with any lively Afcctions !, How 
be 50 10 ., "he" Ih fo; tew$-: 
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fewad, and live, as if.chey did believe! . 


O, moſt patient God; pity, pity, © that - . * 
vaſt multitude of Chriſtian Unbelievers ? -- 
See, how Hell hath opened her Mounti*to 
ſwallow them up ! O, thon that hatft Te-- 
deemed them with thy Bloo1! Why ſhould 
the Enemy run away with thy Purchaſe ?- © 
See, how theſe poor Creatures wander like 
Shees without a Shopherd ! _ Go 

O, gather them! O, ſeek them that thon 
may'ſt find them! Undeceive them,ler them 
ſee, how far they are from the Kingdom of 
God ! O my Lord 7 I believe that chon art, 
and wilt bes a Rewarder of them that dili- 
gently (eek thee ; I believe if any Man will 
do thy Will, he. ſhall know of thy Dodrine, 


. whether it. be of God or no; I  btlieve, 


thae not the leaſt Tirtle of chy Word ſhaft 
fail : O, increaſ2 .my Belief ! Let not m7 
Faith reſt upon thy Dodrine only, bur ler -- 
it have regard to all thy Laws! O, l:zt me ſo 
believe an approaching Eternity, zs to be 
concerned at the Thovghes of it! Olet ms 
not only talk of it, but ler my Belief rovzs 
my AfﬀeRions from their Slumber. © 

O, my Jeſus! 1 believe rho waſt crucj- 
fied for. my Sins: How then ſhauld'] 1;ve 
in Sin ! aſſure me, that if I do, I dobue._ 
meck thee: How can I believe my $Si1 6+ 


dious while I embrace and cheriſh it ! How 


can I'believe ic killed thee, while I make 


much of ic! How.can | believe it drew 


F 3 \ | Sweats 3 


_—_ 
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Sweats of Blood from OG, while I water 
ic and keep ic warm! 

| . O, lam weary of this vain Belief 3 wy 
' - meof i it 3 deliver me from it! Let all my 
Neighbours ſee that 1 believe theſe things 
indeed, Let the World fee, by my Conver- 
ſation, that theſe things work upon me. . | 


©, let me-not only believe theſe great 
things, but live them over! Come forth, my 
deareſt Lord, and meet me! No Man can 
come tO thee, but he whom thoudrawelſt co 
thee; O, let me touch but the Hem of thy 
Garment, and I ſhall recover | Let me 1o 
beleive in thee, that it may appear thou li- 
velt in me, that I may at laſt attainthe end 
ol my Faith, even. the Salvation of my 
'Soul : Great Author and Finiſher of my 
Faith, hear me for oy Mercies ſake. Amen. | y 
b - [l. d 
- .-, OA Prayer for a Lively Hope. © t 
Z O They in. whom my Fathers hoped! | | 
They hoped in thee, and chou didſt | ; 
£ deliver ahem; Thou art all Goodneſs, all | 1 
Sweetneſs, all Clemency ! Who would not 
hope in thee ! Thy Mercies bid me hope, | + 
- thy. Promiſes bid me hope, and all. thy } : 
A Royclations bid me hope. d 
- .,,O, thou Hopeof Iract ! Here I am,here. | { 
2 2% proſtrate before thy Face 3 here my | xr 
Z 4 £45 ape breath out. her Deſices.. '', | 
| ,my Lord! When will that happ Kant | 
| pens that glorious Day. which ſha cats 
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no Night, no. Clouds, no Dirkneſs! Thou 
haſt ſpoke of ic; thy. Prophets haye ſeen. 

Viſions of it: thy Apoſtles have declared it- | 
one was wrapt up above the Clouds to take 
a view of it.” The Son that came out of thy 
Boſom hath afſured me of it. When ſhall 
mine Eyes behold. that bright Day, when 


 F ſhall enter into thy Joy,, be made a Co- 


heir with Chriſt,be cloath'd in white, ſhine 
as the Stars, look upon thee, and not be a+ 
ſhamed. - | 

Thoa haſt promiſed it, and ſhall not I 
hope for it? O, my Lord, thou ſeeſt me, 
that arc preſent with me, and knoweſt my - 
Heare, my Sighs, my Deſires, thou knows 
eſt I hope for it, Bro 

O,lec this Hope be lively,let.ic be a-Hope - 


which may purifie me,even-as Gad is pure. * * 


Nay, my very Fleth ſhall reft in Hope, and 
thou wile not ſuffer my Body to ſee ever- 


laſting Corruption; thou wilt raiſe me from -- 


the Duſt ac laſt; all my Bones '(hall ſay, * 
Lord, Who is like unto thee ! | ! 
| I know that my Redeemer lives, and 
thac he ſhall ſtand at the latter day apo 
the Earth; and tho' after my Skin, Worms 
deſtroy this Body, yer in my Fleſh hall I: 
lee God, whom [ ſhall ſee for my ſelf, and 
mine Eyes ſhall behold, and not another : 


4 And having chis Hope, O, afliſt-me, O, 


{wade me, O, prompt me tocleanfe my. 
F from all filchineſs, both of Fleſh and Spi- 


% 


- 


| . - fit,and coperfe& Holineſs in thefear of God. 
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Deck my Soul with Humility, with Pa- 
, fience, . with Conſtancy, that:no Rods, no 
Seripes, no Priſon, no Torment, no Ship- 
wrack; no perils of Waters, no perils of 
Robbers, no perils among my own Coun- 
try-m:*:,,no perils among Hezchens, no pe- 
rils in the City, no perils in the Wildernets, 
no perils in the S2a, no perils among falſe 
Brethren, no Wearineſs, no Paintulneſs, no 
Watchings, no Hunger, no Thirſt,no Cold, 
no Nakedneſs, no Weakneſs, no Infirmity, 
no Honour or-Diſhonour, no good Repott 
ar evil Report, may diſcourage me from 
truſting in thee ! Tho? the Lord ſhould kill 
me,'yet let me hope in him» 
If in this Life only ] have hope in Chriſt, 
I am of all Men moſt miſerable. 
The Lord is my Light and my Salvation, 


whom ſhall I fear ? The Lord isthe ſtrength. 


of my Life, of whom ſhall I be afraid ? 
Though an Hoſt ſhould encamp againſt me, 
my Heart ſhall nor fear : Tho? War ſhould 
riſeagainſt me, in this will I be confident ; 
for in the time of crouble he ſhall hide me in 
his Pavillion, in the ſecret of his Taberna- 
- nacle he (hall hide me, he ſhall ſee me upon 
' aRock. 


\ Thou art' he that took me out of the. 


Womb; thou didſt make me hope when' 
I was upon my Mother's Breaſts: O, let It 
not be inthe Power of Men, or Devils, to 


ſhake | 
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. | ſhake this Hope: Let it be my Anchof,fure 
and ſtedfaſt, which no Waves, no Billows, 
o | no Storms, no Tempeſts; can move. 
J- Whatever Evils befal me, let me think 
}f | they come from a Father's Hand. Let no 
1- | Profpericy, no Sun-ſhine, no Calmnels, no 
>. | ſmiling Fortune, ſubvert this Hope in my 
s, | Soul. Let melook upon all theſe outward 
e | Comfarts as Vanity, Vanity of Vanities, 
o | which can give no 'Eafe, no Comfort, no 
, | SftisfaRion toa Soul of a ſpiritual Appetite. 
£ 'Ler me thirſt-after nothing ſo much as .. 
e || after thy Love, as afrer Spiricual Bleinss, 

1 | as after the hidden Manna, as after the 

| | whice Stone, which no Man knows, fave 
he who receives It. 

I will not hope in any Creature, I wilt 
ariſe and depart, for here is not my Reſt. 
| Why art thou caſt down, O my Soul, and 

| why arc thou diſquieted within me ?. Hope 

thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, 
| who is the Health of my Countenante, - 
| | and my God, b 

My Soul, wait thou only upon'Go/1, for 
my Expe&ation is from him, he only is my 
Rock and my Salvation, he is my Defence, - 
[ ſhall not be moved. In God is my Salvation 
and my Glory, the Rock of my Strengrh, 
and my Refuge is in God. Truſt in him ac 
all eimes, ye People, pour out your Hzarrs 
before him. Thou haſt been a ſhelrer for 
ms, and a ſtrong Tow:r from the Enemy.  ; 


F : . From the end of the Earth will I cry - unto. 
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- thee, when my Heart is overwhelmed. 

q O, my God, my Goodneſs extends not 
to thee : The Lord is the Portion of my 
Inheritance, and of my Cup, thou main- 
taineſt my Lot. - 

- Who was ever confounded that truſted 
in thee? Who was ever forſaken that hoped 
in thee? Who was ever deſpiſed that in 
good earneſt called upon thee 2 All hail, 
my deareſt Lord, my Hope ! I love thee, 
Iembrace thee, 1 renounce all thoſe leſfler 


Goods, which are in the World, that I may 
make. thee my higheſt and my chiefelt 
Good, .. - | 
Itis true, Lord, I am a Sinner, and have 
been a very ungrateful Wretch3the leaft of 
thy Mercies, is more than I have deſerved : 
My very Righteouſneſs have been as filthy 
Rags: Bur [ will not cruſt in my. Bow; nei- 
ther. is it my Sword chart ſhall ſave me ; but 
E thy Mercy, O Lord, thy Mercy, and the 
> Palms of thy Hands, on which thou haſt 
- - engraven my Name, ſhall be my Refuge. 
} ... þ have no Merits, no Deſerts to truſt to : 
Lcanclaim nothing as my Right ; all Tam, 
 andall L have, is thy Charity : What Good: 
nels there is in me, is entirely owing to thy 
Grace: and Compaſlion : With this thou 
crowneſt me ; with this thou enricheſt me 3 
with this thou anointeſt my Head, that I 


recompence at night, 


may. work in thy Vineyard, and receive the; |; 
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I confide not. in'my Works, I depen 
not pon my Induſtry, I reſt not in my 


| own Labours; but in thy. Blood, in-thy 
Sweat, in_ thy good Pleaſure, O Glorious 


Son of God! Curſed is the Man that. truſts 
in Man, and makes Fleſh his Arm. TI -will 


hope in thy Mercy, my Heart ſhall rejoyces 


in thy Salvation: Evening 'and Morning, 
and at Noon, will I. pray, aad* thou wile 
hear my Voice. Thou haſt ſaid, Ak, and ye 
ſhall have ; Seek, and ye ſhall find y* Knock, 


and it ſhall be opened to you : Who would not * 
hope after this ? Who would not-rely upon * 


thee after ſuch a Promiſe? * 
Q, let me find Grace inthe 


of my 


Lord! I deſire nothing elſe;; 'this'is the ' 
heighth of my Wiſhes ; this1s it which en- 
groſles the faculties of my Soul. 'Thy Grace *' 
is the Jewel I want, the Pearl I ſtand in + 


need of, the Crown my Soul longs for. ' 
Thou art my Witneſs, O Lord, that my 
Heart thinks ſo ; thou haſt Treaſures*of 


Mercy, thy Stores are large- and-inexhau- - 
ſtible ! Thou bidft me come -and buy with- - 


out Money, and - withour- Price, and my 
Soul ſhall live : -Tho doſt promiſeme tuore' 


than Kings can promiſe; - and no wonder, > } 
forchou arr greater and richer than all the--* * 


Kings o6f the Earth. -- | 


[Thou giveſt Reft to the weary Soul; ang” A 


Strength to the faint 3 therefore mine Eyes 


-ſhal/be towards thee! ©, let thine Eyes be: -- * 
SHA | open*-* / 
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* open, and thine Ears attend unto.the Pray- 


-, . er of thy Servant! Do thou chuſe and1an- | 


ifie this Houſe, that thy Name may be 
there for ever, and let thine Eyes and thy 


| Heart be here perpetually. | 


Thy Liberality and Bounty is immenſe 
and infinite! I cannot but m_ in thee! O, 
my unbelieving | Heare, could*ſt thou bur 
eruſt him more, what great things wouldit | 
thou ſee ! His Mercy is upon thee, accord- 
ivg as thou hopeſt in him. The more thou 
hopeſt, che greater is his Mercy. 

- O,my Lord! What ſtupendious Gifs doſt 
thou preſent me with ! Whar amazing Ot- 
ters doſt thou make to my Soul'Thou arc not 
only willing to impart thy Graces to me; 
but in thy Supper giveſt me thy ſelf! And 


'* herechou offereſt co carry me in thy Arms 


F to be thy nurſing Father, and to be Food 
EF - to my hungry Soul! May it bz unto me ac- 
& cording to thy Word !. | 

Come, Lord, lodge thou in my- Soul , 
make it thy Dwelling place, -anoint it with 
- the Oilof Mercy, I will go and take the 


” "Cup of Salvation, and call upon the Name 


of the Lord. Thy loving kindneſs ſhall be 
before mine Eyes, and I will walk in thy } 


'D Truth : I will not fit with vain Perſons, net- 


ther will I goin with the Diſſemblers: L 
will waſh mine Hands in Innocency, fo will 


 Ecompals thine Altar, O Lord ! That I 


may publiſh with the voice of Thankſgi- 
ing 


Prayers and Devotions. - v8 
y- | ving; and tell of all thy wondrous Work” $ 
1- | My Heart ſhall be indicing'a good Mae.” 1 
x | ter, and I will ſpeak of things touching the. * * 
y | King of Saints. Into thy HandgI commit 
my Spirit, thou haſt redeemed it," O Lord 

ſs | God of Truth ! O, make thy-Face toſhine 

), | upon thy Servant, and .O let me hope-un- . 
it | to the end; for the Grace that is' broughe - 
| | unto'me at the Revelation of Jeſus Cheift, 

1- | Amen. 


u IV. 

A Prayer for Love and Charity. 
t Thou: who haſt fo loved the World, + 
i= as to give thine only Son, to the end 


x | that all that believe in him ſhould notpe- 
- | riſh, but have everlaſting Life! What thall 
d | Ido to love thee! What ſhall I do to be 
's | united to thee ! What ſhall I do .to ger a 
d | place in thy Boſom ! 30206 
- If I love thee not, I.am undone; if thon.” ? 
- doſt not look exceeding lovely in"mine : 
Eyes, Iam loſt; if my Aﬀe@ions' do nort- + 
fix upon thee, I periſh 3 I cannot be happy 
without loving thee !- My Soul is deftituce 
of her proper Good, if thou be'nor the | 
obje& of my Delight! I am perfe&ly-miſe- -. 
rable,if thou be not the Center of my Spirit. 

| Love is the greateſt Gift that's given to. 
poor Creatures. Love enriches their Souls? - 
Love makes their Faces ſhine : Love muſt”. 
brighten their Souls, and make them appear”: 
lovely inthe Eyes of God, O, my fs - 
hou”; 
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and Mercy, and Perieftion 3; Memory to 
_.- retainthe Jively apprehenſions of thy Glo- 
 . ry, and a Will to prompt my whole Man 
+ 'to ſuitable Actions. . ; 

.-\/FThe more Llove thee, the Holier I am : 


thee: For where I love, there is my Soul ; 
where my AﬀeRions are, there is my Spi- 


Heart be alſo. wu | 
_ Who would look upon a Dunghil, that 


hear the Screeches of Owls and Night-Ra- 


| of thee is a meer Dunghil ? Or with the 
-. Carefles and Praiſes of mortal Men, which 
- are periet Howlings compared with the 
© Harmony thy Love doth make. | 

=, Shalll love Honour, and not love. thee, 
= who art the Fountain of it ? Shall I love 
Pleaſure, and not love thee in whoſe Pre- 
 ſence'there is fulneſs of Joy 2 Who can be 


| love. nothing like thee : And if Ijuſtly love 
- that which is good, I muſt neceſſarily love 
- thee more than all things in this World 


_ 
4 
4 


haſt. given meFaculties to love thee, 
* - Underſtanding to contemplate thy Beauty, 


The more I love thee, the more I am with - 
rit; where my-Treaſure is, there will my 


can view 4 Glorious Palace! Who would - 


vens,that can hear melodious Muſick ? And - 
why; ſhould I be taken with the Pomp and 
Glory of the World, which in compariſon - 


| likened unto thee, O Lord! And , if no- - 
- thing can belikened unto thee, I muſt 


© for chou art infinitely better than all things 
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in this World. . There is nothilig ts ru. | 
nothing ſo precious,nothing ſo rich, nothing .  F 
ſo amiable as thou art.. CO ALL ton 

- O, my Jeſus! How great is thy Conde- - Þ 
ſcenſion ! Thou knoweſt I could love -no-. F 
thing ſo well as what was like me ; and” in 
compliance with my Temper, (for thou 
kneweſt my Frame) thou becameſt like. 
me indeed-; the immortal became mortal ; - 
the eternal became an Infant : If therefore. 
IL love Man, who is naturally like me, how- 
much more am I bound to love thee, who - 
wroughteſt a Miracle to become Man, that 
thou mighteſt be like me ! 

Love deſires the preſence of its delight- 
ful Obje&, and can any thing be more pre- 
ſent than thou art ? Thou art in me, and 
with me, and without me: Thop art pre- 
ſent in all places, at all cimes, in A Compa- 
* nies, thou art willing to dwell in me; and - 

make thine abode in me: 'Thou art content ©: 

never to depart from me. $2 
Thou art ſtrangely bountiful 3 who would 7? 

not love thee? Who ever gave greater'or 

. larger Gifts, either more in number, 'or * 
more in quantiey,'or longer for duration, - 
than thy liberal Hand ?' + OHA 
From thee every- good. and perfe&t- Gife ! 
comes down; whatever Gifts I receive from 
thy Creatures, thou fendeft them : The 

Creatures are but the Channels or the Pipes, 

through which they are conveyed, and hall: ? 
noc 


oy 


+ 
*S.*; 
= 
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not Loyethe Fou atain more than the Chan- 
nel? che Spring more than the Pipe,chrough 


 which-the Water runs? and the great Giver | 
| - moore than che Meſicngers that carry ic? 


Thou workeſt in all, thou inclineſt the 
Hearts of the Bountiful, chou openeſt theic 
Hands, thou turneſt their Hearts into Cha- 
rity ;\ thou ſeaſoneſt their Minds with 
.» Thoughts of me, and thou bendeſt. theic 

_ Wills co do me-good ! And (hall notT look 
up from the Creature to the Creator, and 
give him my deareſt Love ? | 

I will love thee, O Lord, I muſt love 
thee, for thou art ſweet beyond compari- 


, Jon, amiable without a Paralle}, lovely to a | 


miracle! thou art the true Father of my Soul, 
\thou provideſt for me, thon takeſt care of 
me, thou art exceeding tender of me, thou 
| beareſt me on. thy Hands, on thy Wings, 
- -thou-.carrieſt me as che Eagle doth her 
*. .young; nay, thou offereſt me the happy Re- 
> Jation of Brother and Siſter, and: Mather : 
- For he that doth thy Will, ſhall be all this 
| 1nchy Eſteem be (hall be as dear co thee, 
| as theſe Relations are to mortal Men. 

Thou art my Friend indeed! O, my 
. Lord; whither doth thy Love carry thee ! 
Thou layeit aſide thy Glorious Titles, and 
Magnificent Names, and becomeſt my 


| Friend ! And never was a truer Friend than 


thou. art, and haſt been co me! | 
-No Viciſlicude hath chang'd thee, no Re- 


voluticn 


ON 


volution bath altered thee,no accident hath 
eſtranged thy Heart from me! My unwor- 
| thineſs doth not turn away thy Aﬀe&ions | 
from me! Tho' chon dwelleſt on high, yet 
thou humbleſt thy ſelf to behold the ways 
of the Children of Men ! 

My Sores do not make thee loath me, 
my Infirmities do not move thee co caſt me 
away, my Vileneſs doth not tempt thee to 
deſpiſe me. 

Thou loveſt at all timesz if I am wound- 
ed, thou bindeſt up my Wounds; If I am 
broken, thou healeſt me ; if I am grieved, , 
thoujrefreſheſt me 3 it I am in danger; thou 
| delivereſt me; if-under pain, thou givelt 
me eaſe; if under trouble, thou comforteſt 
me. O my Jeſus! thou art gone up tothy 
Father and to my Father, and baſt made 
us Friends ! CH | ons 

Thou haſt reconciled him to my Soul! +: 
Thou haſt loved me before the Foundation _ + 
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of the World! How often haſt thou it 7 


2rCcy look'd upon me ! How often , haft © 
thou pitied me! 1 was unworthy of: thy 7 
Compaſlion; yet, ſeeing me lie in, my 
Blood, thou ſaidſt, Live, # thy Blood, live. |? 
Whae ſhall 1 ſay unto thee, .O thou great 
Preſerver of Men? No Words, no. Lan+ *? 
guage will reach thy Love, or. give a'tole+ 
| rable defcripcion of it ; vet ſtill this inCiea- 
ſes my Obligations to love thee! And what -# 
a Mercy is it, thae thou wilt give me leave 

to love thee! - Thar... 
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- = *- That this Great, this Glorious, this Im- 
+ - menſe, this Incomprehenſible God , will 
—» vouchſafe to-be:loved/by a Worm! What 
E.- #@Favour isit !/Prize it, 'O, my Soul : And 
E” think thou heareſt every Creature, that is 
= - - "a to thee, calling upon thee to love 
& * The Sun that ſhines upon thee calls - to 
- whee;/Tpive thee Light; that thou:may ft ad- 
. = mire the Father of Lights : So doththe Moon, | 
 A1odotheStars,fodo all thoſe things where- 
> by thou art fed, maintained, cloathed, and 
”- preſerved in Health : Theſe all call, 
ſerve -thee, that thou may ſt ſerve thy God, and 
do good. to thee; that thou may [t love him,whoſe 
Hand hath placed as-in theſe Stations, 
-O, my God ! ſhall I have ſuch Monitors 
tolove thee, and be deaf co the Call? How 
| willall theſe rife in Jadgment againſt me 
> opneday, if I love thee not. How juſtly do 
- Ifalt a;Sacrifice to thy Wrath,if under ſuch 
uE Exhortations I deſpiſe thy Love ! 
= How many Souls have periſhed, and I am 
yet alive! how many have been ſtruck dead 
#- intheir Sins, and I am yet called to Repen- 
*. tance! How many do yet walk in darkneſs, 
 and1 have the Honour to ſee thy marvel- 
- lous Light! Thou haſt dealt more kindly. 
E- by me than thou haſt done by others. 
& -- O, how am I bound to love thee ! I ſee 
1 the odioiaſneſs of that Sin, which others 
+ Gdoaton!'l ie the deformity of thoſe _ 
"573 _ which} 


| love thee : In loving thee Ilive! Thy Lave - 4 
| | 15 better than Life ! My Days. will have an” 
, | end, my Life, ere long, will paſs from me: ? 


{My Acquaintance, they will, ere long, ex+ 


By-loving thee, I fhew that I am. not: Þ 
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which others wallow in! I ſee the Beauty - ** 
of that Virtue which.others ſcorn'! 1 ice the | 
Charms of that Grace, which others laugh - 
at! Itaſte of choſe Comforts, which others * + 
continne ignorant of! _ —_ 

I fee the reaſonableneſs of thy Precepts, - = 
which others count an intolerable Yoke!.I 
have ſome ſenſe of another World, while * 
thouſands live as if there were none! I lke Þ# 
the necefiity of Holineſs, while others makg 
a.mock of Sin ! I 

What Motives are theſe to love. thee! 8 
Shall I be afraid, or aſhamed, after all this, .-" 
to love thee! Every Senſe I have, bids me | 
love thee ! I cannot ſmell to any thing, but 
I ſmell the fragrancy of thy Love, I cannot 
talte any thing, but I muſt caſte how Sweet, 
and how Gracious thou art '-Fcannot-look 
upon any thing, but I muſt ze thy Good- 
neſs! The Oil of thy Love ſwims upon. e; 
very Creature, I touch or feel ! "IS 

That Soul deſerves to die, that. 


: 


6 1 


_ ot A 
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« 


My Riches, my Glory, my Wealth, -my 
Healch, my Liberty, my Eaſe, my Eriends,. 


pire; But if I love thee, that will femain- 
with.me. to Eternity . My Loye to thee-:-* 
makes me thine, and makes thee mine. - #9 


mine.. | J 


- 
i 

y Keg 1 
KY 
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_ "If, andif I am not thine, 1 cannot be mine 


-- own) for at that inſtant that I would be 


mine own, I ccale to be thine. Thou are 


to me all thac Heart can wiſh,. or Reaſon} 
can defire! Thowart my Light, my Pillow, 


my Reſt, my Sin, my Meat, my Drink, my 
Glory, my Joy : Thou haſt given me thy 
Son, and in giving him,baſt given me mo'e 
than ten thouſand Worlds! And if this be 
not enough, thou art ready to give me 
more ; ſhew me thy Love, and it ſuffices me. 

Thou haſt wounded me with thy Love! 
I will follow thee! O let me do thy Will ; 
let me do that which thou wile, and not 
. What I will. | 

Deſpiſe me not; forſake me notz O, do 
not go far from me! Draw me after thee, 
and I ſhall run ! Woe is. me, that I muſt 
dwell in 2:{bek, and have my Habication 
inthe Tents of Kedar ! | 

D, leave me not to my ſelf ! 1 conſecrate 
both my Soul and Bodyco thee 3 employ 
” them, O Lord, as it ſhall pleaſe thee beſt. 
'Q, forget me not, and let me never for- 
get thee! 'Let me rather die a thouſand 
Deaths, than live without thee ! O, ler me 
love thee, fo that I may long co draw o- 
. thers to thy Love ! Let me begrieved when 
Men'do not keep thy Law ! Letic go co 
my Heart to ſee thee diſhonoured and at- 
fronted ! WO 

'Thou 


mine own* Thou haſt made me. for thy 


if e| 
10! 


Woe 6m. Rd ik 6 
. ©, R$ & { 


Thou threatneſt me wich eternal Flames, 
if the Flames of thy Love cannot warm me 
now, I am not worthy tor love thee, yet 


O, let me ſigh, let me pant, let me breath 


lafter thee / 


O, my Life, let me live to thee ! O, my 
Glory, let me be contenec todie for thee ! O, 
my Refuge, let me ever run to thee ! Q, 
thou eternal Love, let me be always mind- 
ful of thee! Let. me embrace. thee ! Let me 
reſolve not to let thee go, till thou haſt 
brought me to that.place, where I ſhall be 
for ever uniced to thee. | 

Wichdraw mine Heart from the Crea- 
ture! Why ſhould ic go aſtray from thee + 
I am ſenſible, what hure my love to the 
Creature hath done me: It hath alienated 
my Heare from thee , it hath- made thy 
Word- a favour of Death unto Death to 


| me; it hath rendered chy Promiſes infipid 


to me; ic hath made nie flighe thy Service z 
it bath made thy: ways naui2ous and irkſom 
to mes it hath made ty T.aws tedious to 
me ; it hath made me torger the Lite I am 


thy Love, backward to Scit-cenial, made 
me aſhamed of Chiift, coold my Zeal, 
damp'd my religious Detires 3 and ſhall I 
harbour-the Viper in my Bolom any more! 


diſpoſleſs it of ics Habitation, expel it by 
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thou art moſt worthy to be loved by me ! 


to live for ever it hach made me weary of- 


O throw chis Enzemy our of my Souly 


thy . 


"7 


FS 


| 4 ol 
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Sa 


Authority in my Heart: I would not have 


| - I would not give it the Aſcendant in my 


Z thy Love. ma 


 I'wonld not obey him more than thee; 'I 
would not. comply with him to diſpleafe J,, 
> thee; I would not prefer his Smiles. or | 
E  Frowns before thy Favour, or thy Indigna- 
- tion; I would love him for thee; and in |*> 
thee; and,O thou that haſt loved me,ſo asto 


| my ſelf : My Jeſus! chou haſt died tor bim, | x; 
- as well as for my ſelf! Though I muſtſtand J 
* amazed at the particular Mercy thou haſt > | 


130" Prajers and Devotions. 
thy Power, make it vaniſh by thy Preſence! 
I beg not Grace to hate anything that thou J 
haſt made, butthy Afiſtance, that I may 
love the Creature leſs than thee. ': | 

I would not have the love of the Creature | 
engroſs my Soul :1 would not have it uſtrp 


it take place of my Love to chy ſweet ſelf : 


Afﬀe&ions : I would have it ſubordinate to ' 
thy-Love : I would have it to be a Servant © 
to my. Love to thee; I would not have it 
rule in me; I would not haye it juſtle out 


Tknow my deareſt Lord, I muſt love my 
Neighbour too : I cannot love thee, with- | 


*. out love him with unfeigned Love !Tlye, ble 


if I fay I love thee whom I have not ſeen, Mi 


| whenl lovenot my Brother whom I ſee ; Jeſ 


but I would not love Man better than che ; 


die for me, grant me that Charity whictr is |... 
a\neceſlary effect of my Love to thee ! 6 
Thou haſt lov'd my Neighbour,as well as 


ſhewn | 
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ſhewn to me, yet the.lighe- of thy Favour © - 
hath (hined upon. my fellow-Chriſtians too! 

O,let me love them with a pure Heare,fer- 
rently! Hereby ſhall all Men know that we: ÞF 
fare thy Diſciples, if we: love. one another. —þ 
| JO, my Lord! I am refolyed to bethy Dilci-- | 
| ple, and therefore will not only loye- thoſe: 

' Ithat love. me, but even thoſe that hace me. 

. | 'O, make me tender-hearted,and compal- 
 {ionate to my Neighbor: Make me ready;to 
forgive, ready to bear with his Infirmigies, 
ready to relieve him, ready to afliſt him, 
ready to fuccour him:Q,let all clamour,and. 
malice and hatred, and evil-ſpeaking, and 
cenforiouſneſs, be put away from me! Rid 
me of all guile and hy pocriſie,and diſhoneſty - 

Let it be known by my meek, .and hum- 
ble,and charitable Temper, - that the ſame 
Mind is in me, which was alſo in Chriſt 

Jeſus. In vain do Icall my ſelf thy Fol- 

lower, if I tread not in thy Steps, or. do 
ſnot render Good for Evil, and ſhew all 
Meekneſs unto all Men. 

Vhen I am reviled, let me not revile 
again! Let there not be any Root of bit- 
terneſs in me : Baniſh from me baſe Suſpicis, - - 
ons: Teach me to puta favourable cones 
ction on other Mens ARions, and to oyer- 
come Evil with Good ! | | 

: Mortifte in.me;the itch of contradiction? 
Make me affable, - courteous, kind, - gentle ;, 

' $and let no Proyocation- ſowre that iS 

_ | , ſition 


| 372 rejoyce inthe Profpericy of others ? 


- - wear of the Supper ! 1 (hall fee what thou 


| . "to procure our \Happineſs ! I ſhall ſee, how 
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ſuffering, peaceable and eafie to be intreat-: 
ed; give me' a Temper that may make me' 


- Eet all Prider and Envy die ia me : Let 
me-delight in Works of Mercy, in feeding 
'the Hungry, giving Drink to the Thirſty, 

_ cloathingthe-Naked, viſiting the Sick, com- 


ſition in me! Make: me patient and long 


forting the Priſoners, counſelling the weak, 

.. lipporting che Feeble, direting the Erro- 
- neous, reproving the Unwary, guiding che 
Blind, ufing Hoſpitality to Scrangers. 

- Make me circumſpet in my Speeches, 
that Ioffend nor with my Tongue ! Give 
me preſence of Mind upon all occaſions, 
. that I'may not ſpeak or act raſhly to my 
"Neighbours prejudice / O lec-thy Love be 
always before me, that I may have com- 
paſſion oh my Fellow: Servant ! O, let thy 
Blood fapple my Heart, that it may mele 
at the fight of bis Wants and Neceſlities ! 

} — Olet that Word found always in mine 
” Ears, That though I ſpeak with the Tongue of 
Angels, and have no Charity, it profits me no- 
thing 7 1 ſhall fee chy Charity in the Sacra- 


'$ dgid'(t for me and all the World ! I ſhall fee, 
what Inconveniencies thou didſt endure 


thou didſt deny thy (If for our ſakes! I 
| ſhall fees how thou- didſt nor count (hine 
F © own Life dear to ſayeours! [1 ſhall ſee, how 


- geatle | 
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{| gentle thou waſt to thy Enemies, how thou by 
1 prayed'ſt for them that perſecuted thee, -- 
how hon didſt bleſs them chat did curſe . 


thee! I ſhall ſee what-pains thon tookeſ?, 


what anguiſh thou endureſt to ſnatch uy: 


from Damnation. 
O, let that Charity prevail with me ! O, 
let that Goodneſs produce Bowels of Mer- 


cy in me, that, as much as in me lies, I 


may keep the Unity of the Spirit in+ che 


bond of Peace. | 
Make me willing to recede from mine 


own Right, for Concords fake. O root out 
that baſe ſelfiſhneſs, which makes me fo 


careleſs of my Neighbour's Good. 
O, thou eternal Truth ! thou haſt pro- 
miſed to write thy Laws in my Heare : ©, 


write this Law of Love with thine own 
Blood, and make the Characters fo 'laſt- © 


ing, that nothing may blot them out! Q, 


let me love my ſelf leſs, that I may love 


thee and my Neighbour more ! 
O, let that Fire of thy Love put out the 
impure Fire of my Luſts and Corruptions! 


©, let that Fire purifie my Soul from thoſs 


inordinate Paflions and Deſires, which too 
often endanger it ! Thou art the God that 
anſwereft by Fire ; let me feel thy Fire, and 


the force of ic! Let it go through my Soul, - | 


and ſcatter Heat through every part, that T 
may be transform'd and chang'd into Love. 


Lex me love thee vehemenily, ardendy, þ 
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ſuperladively, conſtantly, and my Neigh- 

 bour chaſtly, modeſtly, purely, ſincerely 

and inviolably.! Whatever thou denieſt me; 
deny. me not this Love ! - 

Remember thy Word unto thy Servant, 
in which thou haſt cauſed me to hope ! 
Thau haft ſaid, I will give unto him that is 
a thirſt,of the Water of Life, freely; O'give 
me this Love, .elfſe I faint! O ſpare me a 
little, chat I may recover ſtrength, before 1 
g0 hence, and be ſeen no more ! 

O chou Spirit of Love, blow upon me, 

' _ and theſe dry Bones ſhall live:O Jeſu! come 
and live in tne ; and'if thou, who art Love 
and Charity it ſelf, Iive in me, I ſhall love, 
all chat chou would'ft have me love, and 

be a Monument of thy Love, and ſhare 1 in 
thy everliſting Love. Amex. 
Let the King of Heaven hear when I call. 
V. 
4 Prayer for imitation of tbe Holy Life and. 
Example of Teſms, 
Thou, who are the Way, the Truck, 
# and the Life! I know thee, who thou 
- arr, the Son of the living God ! who ſhall. 
- lead me into Edo, Who ſhall bring me 
. Thto cthe-ſtrong City, into that City which 
- hath Foundations, whoſe Builder and-:Ma- 
| ker is God | Wilt not thou, O'Lord, Strong: | 
> and Mighty? bent” 
2, Hear, O my Soul ! Thy Redeemicy; calls; . 
E # oy” Mar. FU ws, let him "hwy Ws 
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where. I-am, there ſhajl alſo my Seroantt. hg.” 
'Þ  *O my Lord! I had need of a Guide in, , . | 
this Age, when the: World hes in Wicked- 
neſs! -How many ways to Ruin do I ſee! 
Haw many Nets do I ls ſpread for mie"! 
What a Snare are' even * theſe outward * ; 
Comforts ! How do.they entice and draw # 
the Heart away ! a 
O Father of Mercy! How. many chou- - re 
ſands dol fee beguiled by the Riches and ' 
,. Pleaſures of this Lite ! Hg infenfible do 
they grow of that Lite thcy are to live 4 
for ever! How forgetful of Sgd & How | 
, enamoured - with rhe. Gauds ahd Glories*' 2 
+4 of, this Wosld | How does the: Beauty of 
| their Souls decay, and wither. away ! And , 
| one teaches the other to goto Hex! | 

_ .O my Gog!. What thall I do amopg' (6 
" | many Enemies! Whither ſhalFI turn my ſelf 

in all this Darkneſs! How ſhall I behave my 
A {elf among all theſe Precipices: Wichout thy 
'Þ Lighc1I muſt needs be loſt ! Riſe, riſe, .cheu' 
» | glorious Morning's Star, that I may* be able / 
* | ta fee my way! Thouthacart the Light of /; ? 
| | the World / He that follows thee, cannor / 
1 


walk in darkneſs! Thou ait my Sun, why 
ſhould: I be afraid of going aſtray ? Thaw? | 
artmy way, How can I be deceiv'd? Thayy | ' 
| :artGoodn + it (elf, how can I miltruft thee / 
F 'whepthou: haſt ſilt thy Blood for me 2. 
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” viſible, on purpoſe chat I might follow, not 


the Father of Lies, not Lucifer, not that Ene- 


' . my.who transforms himſelf into an Angel 
” of Light ; but thee, in whom all the Trea- 


ſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge are. 
Great Phyſician.of Sovls ! thou cameſt 
down to preſcribe me Phyſick, and that I 
might not be afraid to take it, didſt take it 
before me, and of God becam'ſt Man 
that I might imitate thee in the Holi- 
neſs of thy Humgn Nature. ' 
-— This is it, O my Lord, that my Soul de- 


fires, agen, Þ ſet thee before mine Eyes, to 


repreſent thee in lively Colours before my 
Mind, .and to conform to thy great Ex- 


- ample! O my TPeſus ! Thy Spiric I want 
' which may change me into thy Image fiom 


Glory to Glory, trom one degree of bright- 
neſs to another, and enable me to ze, what 


Harmony, what Peace, what Order, what 
\ Content what Satisfaction there was in thy 


+ * innocent, ſporlgh, and blamelels Life. 


O my God, wy Soul longs to fay with 


thy Apoltle, 1 live; yet not I, bur Chriſt 
*  Tyves in me. Once thou didlt create me af- 
- ter thy Image, bur 1 defaced ic ; thoſe curi- 
; ous Lines I darkned and daſhed, yer thou 
\haſt given: me hopes to recover. that Jewel-;/ 
and, O my Lord, do thou place ic in its 
> "Throne. again! How da I long to haveimy 
\ - Heatrtrenewed,, and niy Sout cransformed;}F 
hat L nay.,miy:d the chings of the. Spi-! 
# os Ty ES, IO © 
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rit with Sincerity and Earneſtneſs! 4 
Who but a Fool would not tread in thy, 

" | ſteps, my deareſt Lord ! Yer ſuch. a Fool 
| ſuch a Sor, ſuch a Beaſt I have been? -Lhave 
; ſeen thee lighting me to Heaven, and yet 
have loved Darkneſs better than Light! - 
O thou Eternal Wiſdom! I hate this ' 
Folly ! I abhor this Stupidity ! I will follow 
the Lamb whictherſover he goes! the Apa- ; 
ſtle; followed chee, why ſhould not I ? whole - 
" | Armies of Primitive Believers followed 
thee, why ſhould not I ? Why ſhould not 
their Example prompt me? Why ſhould T _* 
| | havelefs efteem for thee than they had? 7 
| My very Name obliges meto follow thee! - 
: Whac am I a Chriſtian for, if I do not imi- ' 
| tate thee! O let me not blaſpheme that : 
| | worthy Name whereby I am called ! 1 * 
| Þlaſpheme ic, it by my vain Conre: (tion - 1 
I give thine Enemies occaſion to fj-eak- jt 4 

| of thy Religion. Do I call my ſelf by thug 
' | Name, ant ſhall not that Name put me in! 
mind of my Duty ? I 

| - [My Heart is Stubborn !- my Will per-7 
verſe! O do thou bow it, make. it rea». 


g_—_— YT 


"| dy, make me willing, make me expedite * 
: tor this work. px | 3h 7 
: Thou tookelt up thy Croſs, O let me not: : 
$ dream of Beds of Roſes ! Thou waſt fubje&. 
' to thy Parents, Oh make me ſubmiflive to”: 
'$ my Superiours! Thou didſt reſiſt .Tempra-: : 
$ tions, Oh ler me not be overcome by them! 7 
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| Th5n Taft TAs 2 he World, Oh let- me 
not ba e namoured with it. Thou wenteſt 
about doing good, Oh let me not be back- 
ward to Works of Chari: F: 

13ou d'dit deny chy felf, Oh let menot - 
induige my vain Deſires. Thou didit work 
' whil=thre Day d:d 14, Oh let me not hard- 
en my Heart in this my day ! Thou waſt 
humble,Oh let the ſame Humility take root 
in my Soul ! Thou waſt meek, O ler this 

Micekneſs be the Rule of all my Actions ! 
Thou didſt not aim at Vainglory, Oh lee. 
10 ſuch pitiful end defile my Soul ! 

Thou didft hot with the weak, Oh ler 
me be tender-hearted, and genile too ! 
4hon didft patiently endure Injuries, Oh 
Jet me not fret and murmur under chem ! 

Thou waft faizhful in all thy Father's Houſe, 
Oh let me bz {o in the Duties of my Cal- 
F iing, and Relations! Thou didit receive 
-&hd embrace che Penitent 3 Qh let me re- 
& joyce over thoſe who are forry- for their 
- Faults! Thou didſt encourage Goodneſs 
E and Holy Inclinations! O let me cheriſh 
E chem, whereſoever I find them ! : 
* Thou didſt do thy Father's Will, Oh let 
& me not'pretend Impediments! Thou didlt 
| good for evil, Oh let me not recompence 
| Sin with Sin : 'A Senſe of God's Goodneſs, 
' was Meat and Drink to thee, Oh let it be. 
| my Diet too ! 

; Thou waſt a Pattern of Gravity, Oh let 
A | | - me. 
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rhe-not be vain and fooliſh” iti my Conver- 
ſation | Thou Gidſt- ſpend thy ſelf for the 
good of Mankind, Ct let me not indulge 
my Eaſe too much ! Thou didft intirely re- 
fign thy ſelf to thy Father's Pleaſure under 
the ſevereſt Trials, O teach me this Art of 
Self-refignation too ! Thou waft zealous for _ 
the Houſe of God, Oh let not not Luke- 
warmneſs ſpoil my Soul! Thou waſt noe. 
taken with the Pomp and Glory of the 
World; Ohlet me not be gull'd wich theſe 
empty Shows ! The Frowns and Contem pt 
of Men could not make thee weary of be- _ 
ing ftritly Conſcientious; Oh let not theſe 


pitiful things make me aſhamed of thee, 1 


and thy Goſpel. 
Oh my Jokes! Thy Kingdom muſt uſer | 
violence, and. whoever enters there, muſt. 
force his way throngh all Impediments : 
And what it [ offer yiolence co my Luits 


and Paſlions for a time, how ſweer will ie4-"3 


be to lie incircled in thy Arms og day, 4 
and.co hear thee ſay, Come y2 bleſed of my |} 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you. A 

Thou colt promiſe me, that it I will 
fight for thee, thou will give me-to eat of 1 
the Tree of Lite, and to fit down with thee ? 
in thy Kingdom, at thy Table, and eo.be a 1 
King and a Prieſt for ever. 

Do I believe this, and fcruple fghding 4 
the good Fight ? Do [I believe this, and am } 
[ afraid of the Worlds Frowns 2 Do 1 bew:: 
G4 lieve ; 


—— 
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lieve this, and am I aſhamed of the Seve- 
ricies thou calleſt me to ? 


thee ute the ſame Mortifications thou bid- 
deſt. me chuſe? If a Soldier: fee his King 

__ ufethe ſame Pains, Habit, and hard Fare 
- Which the meansſt Man inthe Army uſes, 
what Courage doth it infuſe into him to 
endure Hardſhip and other Difficulties, 
thac may attend the various Enterprizes 

he isengaged in; 

O my Lord! That very contempt of the 
World, that Meekneſs and Humilty, that 
ſeveriry of Life, that averſion from ſenſual 
Pleaſures, that enmity to Sin, that hatred 

. of Vanity, that Indignation againſt brutiſh 
Delights, thae Sincecity, that Simplicity 
thou requireſt of me, thou didſt obſerve 
and practiſe, and performe thy ſelf; ſo chac 
thou layeſt the fame Burden on my Shoul- 

- ders that lay on thine; and if I die wich 

| thee, T ſhall live wich thee. too; ifT ſuf- 
' fer with thee, I ſhall reign with tnee. 

' _ O cken, I will not tarcy! I will make 

| haſte and conform to thine Example 'A1 

- ſhall not fare worſe than my King and Ma- 

 ſterdid; and as[T have born the Image of 


| the Heavenly too. 


| Perfect, as my Father which is in Heaven 


Why ſhould 1 miſtruſt thee, when I ſee. 


the Earthly, fo ſhall I bear the Image of 


I will walk as my Jeſus walked! O my © 
| Lord ! Make me Holy, as thou art Holyz } 


13 


A > ky ew mk 9y tics ns om 2+ Aa _—__ - Ko: a oak” EE 


= nd (2) © F400 Oo 


Peg ele 7 
is Perfe&! O my Lord, thers is no other 

way to Glory, but by thee: | 
Thou being exceeding rich, becameſt 


poor to enrich my Soul ! Thou cameſt not _ * 
to do thine own Will, but the Will of him _ © 


- that ſent thee ! Put thine Arms under me, 


and I will not doe mine own will ; [ wilt -- 


follow thee through Fire and Water; T will 
follow thee through Bryars and Thorns, 
- through good Report and evil Report. 

O, chaſe away all laviſh fear from my 
Soul ! Let me not be afraid of Difficulties! 
What can be difficule, where thou art botht 
the Guide and the Encourager? Thou canſt 
not deceive me 3 thou canſt not delude me; 


it muſt be fo as thou haſt ſaid : All chings) 


are poflible to him that believes :; Fil chuſe 
ſome hardſhip here, that I may reſt in 
thy Boſom hereafter ; I'll be content to 


paſs through a dirty way for ſome time,” ? 


that I may lie down in the green Paſtares 
of thy Mercy for ever. 
The ſight of thy Cr 


crament ſhall be my motive: Ill draw Ar-' 


guments from that Remembrance of thy 
Death, to die to the World. I will travel 


with thee; I will ſail through the boiſterous * 


Sea of. this: Life with thee: And, O, my 


J Jeſus: let me arrive ſafe ar laſt in the Eyer- 


laſting Harbour. Amin. Amen. 


oÞ in the Holy Sa» . : 
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VI. 
A Thank/giving after the Receiving of the 
Lord's Supper, ro be ſaid either as Church, 
or at horte. | 


A ND now, What Reward ſhall I ren-- 


der unto thee, O Holy, and Bleſled 
and Incomprehenfible Trinity, for all the 
Benefits I have received at thy Hands, this 


' day: Awakeup, my. Glory : Awake, my 


outward and inward Man : I will fing and 
give Praiſe, Whence is it, that ſo poor a 
Wretch”as I am, 1s crowned 'with all this 
Mercy and Loving: kindneſs. 

O my Soul, thou haſt been watered this 
day with che :Streams that flow from the 
Paradiſe of ,God ! I that was worthy of 
God's hatred, how have | been this day 
advanced : What great things hath God 
done for me ! What Honour hath he laid 


 * upon me! What Majeſty, what Glory 


hath he conferred upon me! 
I feel the Fire of God. within me :: My 
Heart grows hot within me : I will ſing, 


i. and give Praiſe :: Who would- not praiſe 
F+- thee, that hach ſeemthe Goings in tne San- 
& ctuary, as | have ſeen them this day! 


Holy Father,thou haſt this day embrac'd 


&.. me! Holy Jeſus, thou haſt this day pour'd 
F out Ble{lings upon me ! Holy Spiric, thou 
| haſt chis day manifeſted-thy ſelf unto me ! | 
E Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hoſts,thou 
-—Rait humbled thy ſelf this day to a deadDog! 


O, how 


— 
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O, how often have returned to the Vo- 


mit! how often ' haW I gone a whoring 


| from thee! Yer, behold, the Lord, inſtead 


of the Bread of Afﬀidtion, bath given me 
the Bread which came down from Heaven; 
inſtead of the Cup of Trembling, hath gi- 
ven me the Cup of Salvation! I will remem- 
ber thy Name, O Lord, I will ſpeak of thy 
wondrous Works. 

O my Lord! I ſee thy Hand is not ſhort- 
ned, neither is thy Strength abated. "Thou 
that hadſt Mercy on the vileſt Sinners for- 
merly, extendeft thy Goodneſs to ſuch. mi- 
ſerable Creatures ſtill! 4 have drawn Was 
ter this day from the Well of Salvation, e- 
ven from thy Wounds, O crucified Re- 
deemer Thou haſt looked upon this Pro- 
digal this day : Thou haſt run, and fallen 
on my Neck, and kiſled my polluted Soul. 

, Oh Honour! Oh Dignity! Oh Compaſli-\ 
on! Oh Charity! O Love! Oh Mercy ! 
Oh Goodneſs ! which the Redeemed of the 
Lord muſt ſpeak of ! Even they, whom he 
hath redeem'd from the hand ofthe Enemy; 
and gathered them out of the Lands, from 
the Eaſt, and from the eff, from the North, 


and from the Sourb z they wandered in the ' * 
Wilderneſs, in a folitary way, they found * 
no City todwell in ; Hungry and Thirſty, -* 
"reir Soul fainted is them ; then they cry-' 


ed unto the Lord in their trouble, and he 
delivered chem out of their Ciſtreſſes, and 
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he -led them forth by .the right way, tht 


--: they might go to a City of Habitation. 
-_- + Ofthat Men would praiſe the Lord for 


his Goodneſs, and for his wonderful Works 
to the Children of Men ' 
 Opento me the Gates of Righteouſneſs, 
I will go into them, and 1 will praiſe the 
Lord. This. is the Gate of the Lord, into 
' which the Righteous ſhall enter ; 1 will 
' praiſe thee, for thou haſt. heard me, and are 
becom2 my ſalvation. The Stone which 


l the Builders refuſed is become the Head 
- - Stone of the Corner. ' This is the Lord's 


doing, and it is marvellous in our Eyes. 

if I forget thee, O my Jeſus ! let my 
Tongue cleave to the roof of my Mouth. 
Thou haſt regarded my Tears! thou haſt 
taken notice of my Supplication ; thou. 
| halt given me my hearts deſire; thou halt - 
| not withheld from me the Requeſt of my 
F Lips! | £ 

Thou bait given 'me leave to come to 
thine Alcar this day, and to lift up my hani!s 
cowards thy holy Oracle! Thou haſt fed 
| my Soulthis day with Royal Dainties, with 
Peace and Pardon, with a Right to thy 
F Promiſes, and offers of Eternal Lifs, wich 
E Afliſtances of thy holy Spirit, and the 
F- *Riches of Grace and Mercy. 
F 'This is the Food which the Holy Bread 
F and Wine have repreſented to me this day, 
& - and with this Food thou haſt m_— 
L oul. 
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| Imakermy boaſt.” Thisis Food for Immor* 


thy Goodneſs purified it, and thou wilt 1 


veyeſt ic to my Soul. Thou openeft mine © 


that are of a clean Heart!O make me cleans 


—— rayers ant . Devorions. - _ "TI&Y 
Soul. In this Food will I glory, of this wit = 


tal Spirits? This preſerves Souls througl the 
power of God unto Salvation ; thisis Bread. '} 
which fades not away 3 this is the Wine . { 
which may be had without Money, and $ 
without Price. | ' 

O my God! Thou requireſt no Price,” |} 
but a wounded Heart ; no Gold, no Silver, - 
no Jewel, but an obedient Soul: I bring 4 
ic, I offer it. I beg thou would'ſt be pleaſed } 
to accept of it ; thou deſervelt it; thou ; 
may*ſt challenge'ir, it's thine. Thou gaveſt Þ 
ir me, thy Spirit made it willing 3 thy Grace. ; 
did melt it; thy Fireburnt away the Droſs; * 


cleanſe it more and more. "I 
All the Good I have, is thine 3 from thee: ? 
it flows; from thee it ſprings; thou con» Þ 


Ears thou awakeneſt me; every good 7 
Thought I have, is thine ; every good In-*' 
clination, every good Reſolution, every } 
good Intention is thine 3 thou inflnenceſt$ 
every good Action I perform. My praile : 
ſhall be of chee in the great Congregation, 4 
I will declare thy Faithftulneſs and Salvatian, # 

Q, tow good is God to 1/rael,evento them 


that I may feel thy Goodneſs 3 thou art my; 
Phyſician, I am thy Patient ; thou are my; 
Father, I am thy Son ; thou art my Maſter, 


& © R FT. "2 « 3 f , Lu eUC ZONS. 5 
© Iam'thy -Servaht; thou art my Teacher, 


& Lam thy Diſciple : Thy Spirit is good, O © 


lead me in the way everlaſting. 

F.. God forbid that I ſhould glory in any 
#  tifing, ſave in the Croſs of Chriſt and him 
. Erucified. O that the World were crucifi'd 
to me,and T unto the Warld ! I will rejoice 
in thy Love, my deareſt Lord : I have ſeen 
+ thy Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. : 
|  . I fee what pains thou tak'ſt with my Soul 
F to make it happy,'to drive away the Night - 
+ of Ignorance from it,” and to make me 
+ know, there is 10 true Bliſs, no true Com- 
# fort but in thee. | 

F Thouteachelt me to overcome my Spiri- 
F tual Enemies: Bleſſed bes the Lord my 
| Strength, which teaches my Hands to war, 
and my Fingers to fight, my Goodneſs, 
E and my Fortreſs, my high Tower,- and 
OP irores, my Shield, and in whom I 
$ cruſt. 
- Thou preventeſt me_ with thy Grace ; 
{ thou giveſt me the earneſt of eternal Glory 
by thy Spirit I am4ealed unto the Day of 
E Redemption ; Thou art my paſt, my pre- 
F ſenc, and my future Good : Let the People 
praiſe thee, O God, let #ll the People praiſe thee, 
LOchat all Men might know and love thee ! 
"PO thac 2" Mankind might feel thy Power 
Fand Glory! . 
E 'O thou, whoart the chieteſt among Ten 
thouſand; the Upright love thee ; and a- 
A | mong 
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monz' theſe, I the unworthieſt of thy Ser 
 vants preſume to love thy Name! "Thou haſt. 
made me to walk upon thy high Places, 
and in the bitterneſs of my Sout haſt re. 
freſh'd my Spirit : Thou haſt pardoned, 
I hope, all my Sins, and blotted out mine 
Iniquities as a thick Cloud. | 
I expect thou ſhouldſt forgive me much, 
and therefore ſure I muſt love_thee much ;_ 
Thou haſt born my Grief, and carried my 
Sorrows; thy Torments have given me :: 
| 'Eafe, thy Reproaches have procurd my : 
Glory, and thy Miſery is the cauſe of -all 
my Happineſs. Toh Wh. 
- Therefore I will put on the -Lord Feſas * 7 
Chriſt : Thou ſhale be my Garment, my.. 
Crown, my Diadem; I will ſing unto'thee 
as long as 1 live. 1 will ſing praiſes unto my © 
God, while I have a Being. My Meditati- . 
on of thee ſhall be ſweer, I will be glad in % 
the Lord.. * 
O, my Lord, I rejoice to hear that e- } 
very Knee bows -unto thee. I would have 1 
all the World fail down before thee, and : 
worſhip thee. I rejoice in all the good 
things that thou poſſeſſeſt, not that I expe& 
thou ſhouk*it make me partaker of all, but * 
becauſe they are in-thee, and they are: 
thine, and 'thou doft -diſpenſe them to thy. 1 
Creatures, according to thy pleaſure. "q 
I rejoice, O Lord, in all thy Glorious | 
Gifts and Perfe&tions and Accompliſhments, 
andy 


es - Frayers and Devotions. 
” and Virttes, and Graces of Chriſt Feſws. 
© T rejoyce in all the MercGies thou haſt be- 
| ftowed on the bleſſed Angels, in that Pu- 
| rity and Innocence, in thac Brightneſs and 
F. Splendor, in that Bliſs and Felicity they 
'. are crowned withal, in their care. of thy 
{ People, in their Miniſterial Offices to thoſe 
that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. 
© . I rejoyce in all the Graces thou haſt 
| diſpenſed to thy Holy Apoſtles; in their 
* . miraculous healing of the Sick ;'in their 
- powerful Preaching, whereby the world' 
was converted 3. in their Knowledge, and 
 Tllumination ; in their Zeal and Fervor 
” in their Patience and Humiliey ; in their 
” ,Watchfulneſs, and Heavenly mindedneſs ; 
for in all theſe I fee thy mighty Arm, and 
"thy ſtrong Hand, and the Light of thy - 
, Countenance; And all that they have done 
b and ſaid, is written for my Learning. 
- - Iregjoyce in all the Bleflings thy. Saints 
-enjoy,in thy calling them to thy marvellous 
+ Light, in adorning their Souls with ſo many 

- trim Virtues,” it honouring them 
- with-the lofty Titles of Children and Bre- 


 thren, and Friends, and Kings, and Prieſts; 
in viſiting them with thy Salvation, in. afli- 
Efting them with chy Power, thy Spirit, and 
Influences in their Dangers and Neceſlicies; 
bn helping their Infirmities, in purifying 
Etheir Souls, in. enlivening their Spirits, that 
pthey may not be aſhamed of the Goſpel of 
IC Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus; in keeping them 
Evil, in reſcuing them from Temptations, 
in giving them a happy Death, and pro- 
miſe of a Glorious Reſurrection. 

I rejoyce in all thy Mercies to poor Sins. 
ners, in calling them to Repentance; in_ 
entreating, admoniſhing, and beſeeching 
them to be reconciled to God ; in forbear- 
ing of them ; in thy Patience and long- 
ſuffering toward them in waiting for their 
Repentance; in adjuring them by bowels 
of Mercy, by the Blood of Feſ/#s, by the. 
Wounds of a Crucified Redeemer, by the 
ſweeteſt Calls, and the greateſt Motives 
to Seriouſneſs and Holineſs; in thy re- 
ceiving the Penicent ; in forgetting all their 
Unkindneſles, and forgiving the Afﬀronts 
they have offered unco chee; in remem-» 
bring their Sins no more; and drowning 
them in the Depth ofche Sea, evenin the : 
Blood of the Lamb, which was flain from - ? 
the Foundation of the World. - 

I rejoyce in all thy loving Kindneſles to + 
thy Church; in giving her thy Word, thy * 
Ordinances, thy Sacraments; in making 
her thy Bride, thy Spouſe, and hy Fa: 
vourite; in ordaining the Lord Feſus to» 
be her Head, her Husband, and her Pro» 
tector and Nurſing Father. EE. 

O Feſu! I rejoyce in thy Incarnation, in + 
the great Myſtery of Godlinels, God ma- - 
_ nifeſted in the fleſh, juſtified in the Spb . 
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AY of Angels, W456 in the World, 
* believed on 'by the Gentiles, received up 
into Glory. 

I have reaſon to rejoice in cby Hypoſta- 
tick Union, in thy being the Prince of Men 
and Angels, and in thac all the Treafures of 
- Wiſdom and Knowledge are in thee. I re- 
;>ice in thy fending the Comforter intothe 
World z in thy Promiſes, in thy Offers, in 
thy Providences, in the Provifion thou-haſt 
made for our Souls and Bodies. 

O pive me a thankful Heart for my right 
' Shape, for my Health and Strength, and 
Temporal Advantages ; O, what a Mercy 
- 1s it, that thou haſt cauſed me to be. born in 
the Light, in the true Religion, in a Religi- 
gion free from notorious Errors and Super- 
_ '#titions ! 

How. am I beholden to thee, - that thou 
. haſt kept me from ſo many Opportuni- 
. ties of finning againſt thee, from abundance 
of Temptations, from innumerable Occati: 
ons of Evil: 

© How many have been ſnatch'd away by 
© Sadon Death, and 1 am alive yet! How 
' "many: have been denied the Grace of Re- 
? pentatzce, which thou ſtill offereſt ro me, 
* that I have a Heart to pray and praiſe thy 
p: Name ; what a-mighty Token of thy Love 
is this ! 

Let Heaven and Earth aratla the Lord; 


T2 all the Angels in Heaven 'praiſe him. 
| EE ec 
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Let every thing that hath 
the Lord 
Saul ! 


gone through the Water, thou haſt been 
e | wich me, when I have paſſed through the 


| from me; how, with everlaſting Kindnelſ- 

ſes, thou haſt viſited me again: Oh, how 
. {-otten haſt thou delivered me Irom -the ne- 
| | chermoſt Hell! when I have been ready to 


bliſhed my Goings. | 
i When the Snares of Death have incom- 
paſſed me, and the Pains of Hell laid hold 
on me, thou haſt delivered my Soul from 


. Feet from. Falling. 


I will walk before the Lord in the Land . 1 


of the Living: What Reward ſhall I ren- 
der unto thee for all thy Benefits! How 


loath haſt thou been to behold my Ruins 


How haſt chou called after, me, Have, Mer- 
cy on thy ſelf ! With what Convietions haſt 
thou followed me.! What Checks of Con- 
ſcience haſt thou given me! 


and 


| fink in the Mire, thou haſt pulled me outof 
| che borrible Pit, out of the miry Clay, 
and fer my Feet upon a Rock, and eſta». 


Breath praiſe - "7 
; praiſe thou the Lord, Oh my ©} 


I remember, O Lord, how, when TI have | 
Fire, thou haſt commanded the Flames not > 


, | tokindle upon me ; I remember, when for 
a ſmall Moment thou hat hid thy Face . 


Death, mine Eyes from Tears, and my. 


-- 
, 


Oh, my Lord ! Thou ſhalt have all the J 
| Glory, thou art worthy to receive Bleflings, ' 
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” and Honour, and Majeſty, and Domini- 
- on, How precious are thy Me: cies ! How 
 Tichthy Loving-kindneſſes! Tod7 fo much 
-- for Duſt and#Aſhes, for a Worm, for a 
;- Graſſhopper, for a Creature that hath a- 
-_ © buſed thee, and rebelled againſt chee; Oh 

© what Goodneſs is this ! My Underſtanding 
15 not big enough to comprehend it. 

Pit acknowledge thee for my God, Pll 
own thee for my Redeemer; thou ſhalc be 
my King, my Maſter, my Sovereign Eord ! 
I will conſecrate all my Labours, all my 
Services, all I have, andall I am, to thy 
Glory ! O what a Favour is Forgiveneſs :of 
Sin, which I truſt I have received chis day ! 

Think, O my Soul, what a bondage 
thou arc delivered from ! think, - whace a 
Slavery thou art freed from. Now thou 
art at liberty, now thou may'lt ſerve 
God chearfully; now thou may'ſt freely 
go on from Virtue-to Vircue. . 

This is a. day of Thankſgiving, this is 


a day of glad Tidings 3 this is a day which 


ought to be remembred; O my Jelus ! 
Thou haſt this day viſited che Earth, and 
- watered it ! Thou haſt made ic rich with 
+ thy Showersz thy Grace hath dropped 
- upon me this day, like the Rain on the 
> Mowen Graſs. £0 IS 

-- :YOh order my ſteps according to thy 
> Word for the future! Lee me ſee thee in 
E every Meccy! Teach me to admire thee 
= | in 


vo 


+ 
A 
- 
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4 in every Blefling ! Let nothing ſeduce my 3 
hn | Heart from thee; When any AfMiictions © - # 
a | come upon me, let me receive them with © 
\- | Thanks and Submiflion ! When I ſtumble, . 
h | do thou fuppore me; whenT fall, do thou : *} 

raiſe mer; when I go aſtray, do thou ſeek 

me3 when I err,do thou diret me 3 whenlT. 
1 | flacken in thy ſervice, do thou ſtrengthen me. 
e | _ Keep the Door of my Senſes, that.no* : 
' | impure thing may enter there. Let my 
/ | Heart be thy Temple. 'Teach me to en- 
/ | quire daily, what progreſs I make in thy 
f | way. Lec chy Word be a Lanthorn to my 
1 | Feet, and a Light unto my Paths. Letno 
> | evil Company diſcourage - me 3 Let thy: - | 
\ | Providence direc me to Perſons that lave 1 
1 


thy Law, and in theſe excellent ones let 
all my Delight and Comfort be. -» 
/ O my Lord, my Life is hid in thee ! But *-; 
when thy Glory ſhall appear, I ſhall be-3 
: | like thee! Speak Lord, for thy Servant ..} 
| | hears! Let none of thy Commandments 4 
' | be hence forward-grievous to me ! Open ® 
thy Hand and feed my Soul ! When I am 7 

; | *rempted, lay no more upon me, than I 2} 
_ am able to bear. 5:5 5 = 
Give me courage to ſtrive to enter in- 

at the ſtrait Gate. Let me ever Look-at the 
chings which are not ſeen; for the things 7 
which are ſeen are Tempyal-,- but the; 
things which arg nat ſeey are Eternal. 3 
Thy Kingdom, Lord, is not in Meg" 
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. and drink, but'in' Peace, and Joy in the 
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- Holy Ghoſt :' Give 'me a taſte of it! Lec 
” ' Ecernity be always in my Mind ! Into thy 


- and all the Concerns:of my Lite. - 
Let thy Grace come down upon me 
- © plentifully ! Let me- not do thy Will neg- 
.- ligently !-Let me live in the Thoughts of 
. another. Life, 'and let thoſe thoughts en- 
courage me to follow after , that I may 
apprehend that, for which I am alſo appre- 
herided of Chriſt Jeſus ! 
"Oh hear me! O anſwer me! Oh pity 
me ! O relieve mez Oh come in ! Oh ſuc- } 
- - Cour me, thou that art the God of my Sal- 
” vation, and my Tongue ſhall talk of thy 
{ Righteouſneſs all the day long ! 
” * | Let all thoſe that ſeek thee, rejoice and 
i” be glad in thee and let ſuch as love thy 
F. Salvation,” ſay continually ,, Let God be 
& magnified ! I am poor and needy, make 
- haſte unto me, O God ! Thouw-art my Help, 
- and my Deliverer : O Lord; make no tar- 
” Tying, Amen. Amen. 
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hands I do commend my Spirit, my Body | 
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HE True Nature of the Chriſtian Re- * 4 
ligion ; in a Dialogue beeween a Chri- 
| ſtian and by own Conſeience. " Page 4. 
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The Fire of the Altar ; Or, DireQions con-* 
cerning the worthy Receiving of the 
Lord's Supper ; wherein 1s contained. -] 


| CHAP. A 
A Preparitory Meditation to bring the Mind 
into a ſerions Frame. © 23. 


CHAkEa” T p 
Of the Particulars to be obſerved before we | 3 
*” come to the Lord's Table, P: 5 3: 


CHAP. 1II. | 
' Of the Particulars to. be obſerved' when we, 
are at the Lord's Table, * Þ+ 67." 


| CHAP, Tv. 
| Of the Particulars to be obſerved after we hou 
| been at the Lord's Table.  Þ- BL. E 


CHAP, Ye 
Of the a Lolute Neceſſity of living up to the 
Rules aforeſaid,” | | P« 920 
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F- Prayers and Devotions to be uſed 
 -- Before, and After Receiving of the 
Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 


per. WEE | | 


I. 
A Confeſſion to be ſaid by way of Preprati- 
0n, - ba P..97. 


A Pr er for Faith. | '  Þx 109% 
WE HL 


k A Prayer for a lively Hope. Pp. II4- 


| IV. oo 
A Prayer for Love and Charity, © -- p. 220- 


" A Prajer for the imitation of the Holy Life 
 . and example of Jon. __ Þ- 133: 
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E* A Thankſgiving after the Receiving of the 
z Lord's Supper, to be ſaid either at Church, 
i : or gt Home, 6. TX 53: -H I4T. 
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